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Transportation Advisory Board Report 

Date: March 17, 2015 

To: Transportation Advisory Board 

From: Jim Hash, Senior Planner (SA) 

Subject: Potential Projects for Application to the MAG Design Assistance 
Program 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide information to the Transportation Advisory 
Board (TAB), regarding potential projects for application to the Maricopa Association 
of Governments (MAG) Design Assistance Program.  

Background and Discussion 

The City’s Transportation Department Bicycle and Pedestrian Program traditionally 
have applied for MAG Design Assistance Grants each cycle year that it has been 
offered.  Mesa’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Program established a list of prioritized 
project that were adopted by Mesa City Council through the 2012  Mesa Bicycle 
Master Plan.  Those projects were prioritized through a specific set of quantitative 
and qualitative criteria to ensure that specific needs of multi-modal integration be 
met. 

Each year projects are selected from this priority list and are submitted for Design 
Assistance Grant money during each competitive cycle.  The projects selected are 
chosen in sequential order and are then re-evaluated to ensure that they meet 
current needs of the City, and will be competitive against other municipality 
submittals for the current round of funding.  

Projects targeted for this round of funding of the MAG Design Assistance Program 
are: 

1. Main Street Complete Street Project – Gilbert Rd to Power Rd
2. US60 Alignment Shared Use Path – Dobson Rd to Power Rd
3. Eastern Canal Shared Use Path – McKellips Rd to Baseline Rd
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Summary 
A significant amount of thought and effort goes into the selection of projects to be 
submitted to MAG for the Design Assistance Program.  Mesa has become very 
reputable for bringing quality, regionally significant projects consideration.  
Transportation Planning staff will evaluate the next projects in the queue, and 
determine if they are in fact competitive and will not only be viable quality projects, 
which meet current City needs, but also compete well regionally against other 
projects that may be submitted. 
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The MAG Design Assistance Program was initiated in 1996 to encourage the 
development of pedestrian facilities according to the MAG Pedestrian Policies and 
Design Guidelines 

The MAG Design Assistance Program 
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2012 Bicycle Master Plan 
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Bicycle Master Plan Project Analysis 

Quantitative research 
defined gaps and 
deficiencies in the system 
based on a set criteria. 

 

 

 

Qualitative research 
identified the needs and 
desires of the residents of 
Mesa as well as 
determining project 
viability. 
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Top 40 Priority Projects 
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Projects Currently In Design 
Item No. 5



Next Projects Proposed 
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Questions 
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