
 
 

MESA HOUSING SERVICES 
GOVERNING BOARD 

 
March 16, 2006 
 
The Mesa Housing Services Governing Board of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room 
of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on March 16, 2006 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
BOARDMEMBERS PRESENT BOARDMEMBERS  ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
   
Keno Hawker, Chairman None Christopher Brady 
Rex Griswold  Debbie Spinner 
Kyle Jones  Barbara Jones 
Tom Rawles   
Janie Thom   
Claudia Walters   
Mike Whalen   
William M. Egan, Sr.   

 
 
1. Conduct a public hearing to discuss the Mesa Housing Services’ Streamlined Five-Year Plan. 
 

Housing Services Director Ruth Anne Norris and Senior Housing Specialist Debbie Cooke 
addressed the Boardmembers relative to this agenda item. 
 
Ms. Norris reported that as a result of changes in the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
regulations several years ago, the City Council established the Mesa Housing Services 
Governing Board.  She explained that the Board consists of the Mayor, the Councilmembers 
and one member of the community who is participating in the Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher Program. Ms. Norris stated that as part of the Mesa Housing Services Division’s 
(MHSD) requirements for continued funding from HUD, staff must provide the agency with an 
Annual Plan and Five-Year Plan, and added that the Plans must be approved by the Governing 
Board prior to their submission to HUD.   
 
Ms. Norris referred to a map in the Council Chambers that depicted various Section 8 housing 
units located throughout Mesa.  She commented that one of staff’s goals with reference to the 
Plan is the “de-concentration” of poverty in Mesa and the prevention of “pockets of low-income 
individuals in small areas.” Ms. Norris also offered a brief analysis of the criteria that must be 
met in order for an individual to qualify for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program.  
 
Chairman Hawker clarified, for the benefit of those individuals who may be unfamiliar with the 
Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program, that it is Federally funded and City dollars are not 
expended in this regard.  
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Ms. Norris concurred with Chairman Hawker’s comments and added that the City merely 
administers the program for the Federal government at a local level in order to assist Mesa 
residents.   
 
Discussion ensued relative to the fact that of the Section 8 monies distributed to the City, 75% 
remains in Mesa with individuals who own Mesa properties and live in the City, 21% is allocated 
to individuals who own property in Mesa, but reside in other Arizona communities, and 4% of 
the monies leave the state; and the fact that there is little change in this year’s Plan as 
compared to last year’s, with the exception that a Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) 
Program was implemented, which is a two-year program for elderly and disabled households, 
and is in addition to the Housing Choice Voucher Program.  
 
Boardmember Egan expressed appreciation to his fellow Boardmembers and City staff for 
providing him the opportunity to serve on the Mesa Housing Services Governing Board.  He 
stated that it has been a satisfying experience and added that he hopes his participation would 
encourage other senior citizens to volunteer and serve the City in various capacities that are 
meaningful and rewarding.   
 
Chairman Hawker announced that this is the time and place for a public hearing regarding Mesa 
Housing Services’ Streamlined Five-Year Plan. 

 
There being no citizens present wishing to speak on this issue, the Chairman declared the 
public hearing closed. 

 
2. Conduct a public hearing to discuss the Mesa Housing Services’ Streamlined Annual Plan. 
 

(The public hearing was conducted under Item 1.)  
 

3. Take action on a resolution authorizing approval and submission of the Streamlined Five-Year 
Plan. 

 
 It was moved by Boardmember Egan, seconded by Boardmember Walters, that a Resolution 

authorizing approval and submission of the Streamlined Five-Year Plan, be adopted. 
 
 Boardmember Rawles said that he opposed the motion not because of philosophical reasons, 

but because the City is required to “jump through all of the hoops” imposed by the Federal 
government in order to obtain continued funding from HUD.  

 
 Mayor Hawker called for the vote. 
 
 Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
 AYES -        Hawker-Egan-Griswold-Jones-Thom-Walters-Whalen 
 NAYS -        Rawles 
 
 Mayor Hawker declared the motion carried by majority vote. 
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4. Take action on a resolution authorizing approval and submission of the Streamlined Annual 

Plan. 
 
 It was moved by Boardmember Egan, seconded by Boardmember Walters, that a Resolution 

authorizing approval and submission of the Streamlined Annual Plan, be adopted. 
  
 Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
 AYES -        Hawker-Egan-Griswold-Jones-Thom-Walters-Whalen 
 NAYS -        Rawles 
 
 Mayor Hawker declared the motion carried by majority vote. 
 
 Mayor Hawker thanked Mr. Egan for his attendance. 
 
5. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Mesa Housing Services Governing Board Meeting adjourned at 7:45 a.m.  
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
                                                                                        KENO HAWKER, MAYOR        
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Mesa 
Housing Services Governing Board Meeting of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 16th day of March 2006.  I 
further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
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