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CITY OF MESA 
HUMAN RELATIONS ADVISORY BOARD (HRAB) 

October 24, 2012 MINUTES 
 

The Human Relations Advisory Board (HRAB) of the City of Mesa met at a Board October 24, 2012,  
at 6:00 p.m. in the Lower Level, City Council Chambers, 57 E. First Street. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT GUESTS 
Rory Gilbert, Chair Hong Chartrand Ruth Giese Darrell Johnson 
Denise Heap, Vice Chair  Wayne Manske Andrea Arenas Cmdr. Anthony Lythgoe 
Jaime Aguirre   Ray Villa 
Lela Hinds-Peterson    
Charmain Hopkins     
Frank Johnson  
Cliff Moon  
Orchidia Peterson 

   

    
    

1. Chair’s Call to Order and Introduction of Cliff Moon, new board member. 

Ms. Gilbert called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. The board introduced themselves to Mr. Moon; in turn Mr. 

Moon introduced himself to the board.  

2. Items from Citizens Present.* 

There were no citizens who requested to speak to the board. 

3. Approval of minutes from the October 3, 2012 board meeting. 

A motion was made by Ms. Hopkins to approve the October 3, 2012 minutes and Mr. Aguirre seconded.       

The motion carried unanimously. 

4. Mesa Police Department Report. 

Mr. Villa introduced Commander Lythgoe with the Mesa Police Department to the board. Mr. Lythgoe informed 

the board that he operates the Special Investigations Division and is the facilitator for a youth program and that 

he came to observe the meeting. Mr. Villa advised the board that he will notify of upcoming Mesa Police 

Advisory Board meetings and events once he has information to relay. Mr. Villa invited the board to a meeting 

on December 7
th
, 2012 at EVIT, in which all the members of the various boards can get together to share 

information and plan for the future. Mr. Villa also reported that Mesa Police Chief Milstead also requested that 

one member from each board attend a quarterly meeting in order to discuss and inform of progress. 

5. Discuss and provide direction on Human Relations Advisory Board web pages on City of Mesa website. 

Ms. Heap suggested that links for different veterans groups and other diversity related organizations be added 

to the HRAB webpage. Ms. Heap also recommended that information on the board members themselves 

should also be added. Mr. Aguirre extended the thought and suggested that members draft a short, personal 

biography to be considered for action during the next meeting. The board agreed, with an option of taking a 

group photo to be included with the biographies. Mr. Aguirre suggested that a calendar be added to the HRAB 

webpage with a list of events brought to the board’s attention. Ms. Giese advised that only board sponsored 

events can be published on the City of Mesa Calendar. Ms. Giese confirmed that a link can be added from the 

HRAB webpage to the Office of Diversity webpage, which offers many links and resources as recommended by 

Ms. Gilbert. Ms. Peterson suggested that a link to the Mesa Police Department Calendar of Events be added 
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once it has been completed. A motion was made by Ms. Heap to proceed with the above mentioned 

recommendations, Ms. Peterson and Mr. Johnson seconded. 

6. Hear an update, discuss, and provide direction on items presented by the Ad Hoc Veterans Task Force (VTF). 

 Discuss, provide direction and take action on participation in Veterans Parade to be held on November 

12
th
.  

Ms. Hopkins advised that the board has been approved to walk in the Veterans Day Parade with a 

banner and welcomed members to participate. Ms. Giese advised that the parade will begin at 11am, 

and that the board can meet at parade line up at 10am in the parking lot at Center & University.  

 Hear a report on any updates and on scheduling meetings for 2012/13 year. 

Ms. Hopkins informed the board that there is a VFT meeting scheduled for November 14
th
, 2012 and a 

tentative meeting on January 26
th
, 2013. Ms. Hopkins explained that they intend to use a blueprint to 

conduct the meeting with not only members of the board, but also members of the community and 

other organizations with particular interest in veteran’s issues. She added that they plan to distribute an 

invitation and public notification for the community meeting to encourage others to join. Ms. Hopkins 

also advised that they wish to add a specific link for veterans on the City of Mesa webpage, in addition 

to the board’s website plans.  

7. Hear an update, discuss, and provide direction on items presented by the Ad Hoc Issues Research and Action 

Team (IRA). 

Ms. Heap advised that a brief IRA meeting had taken place prior the board meeting. The issues they agreed to 

work on include: domestic partner benefits for city employees, an anti-harassment ordinance for the City of 

Mesa, a non-discrimination ordinance for the City of Mesa, creation of a Cesar Chavez March, implement 

Diversity Champion Awards and best practices for handling hate crimes. Ms. Heap advised that each issue had 

been assigned to board members for research.  

 Discuss and approve sponsorship of North Pointe I HOA community meeting to be held February 2013.  

Ms. Hind-Peterson will be taking the lead on this topic. Ms. Heap explained to the board that the North 

Pointe HOA community meeting has been postponed until February.  

 Hear a report on any updates and on scheduling meetings for 2012/13 year. 

Ms. Heap advised that the next IRA meeting is to take place on November 15
th
, 2012 at 5pm. All 

following meetings will take place at 5pm the second Thursday of each month, with exception of 

February which will be determined at a later date.  

8. Discuss and appoint a HRAB representative for participation on City of Mesa’s General Plan Committee. 

Ms. Giese reported that Ms. Hinds-Peterson and Mr. Johnson were originally appointed as the representatives, 

but due to scheduling conflicts they are no longer able to fulfill the obligation. Ms. Heap volunteered to be the 

representative.   

9. Discuss and consider participation in MLK 2013 dinner, parade and festival. 
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Mr. Moon reported that the MLK events will begin on January 18
th
, 2013 with a Candlelight Ceremony at Mesa 

High School. On January 19
th
, 2013, there will be the annual dinner banquet at the Windermere Hotel at 5750 E 

Main St., Mesa which will include film footage, speakers and an art show. The parade will take place on 

January 21
st
, 2013 from 11am-12pm and a festival at the Mesa Arts Center from 12pm-5pm. The day will be 

wrapped up by a basketball tournament at the Wells Fargo Area at the ASU campus from 11am-8pm.  

Ms. Giese advised the board members that the Diversity Office will purchase one table at the dinner for HRAB, 

and that HRAB routinely walks in the parade and helps out at the HRAB/Diversity office booth during the 

festival.  

10. Hear a report, discuss, conferences and/or meetings. 

Ms. Gilbert advised that Healing Racism production was successful and will be aired on MCTV. Ms. Giese 

informed the board that the Mesa Association of Hispanic Citizens will be sponsoring the Latino Town Hall 

which will take place at the Mesa Police Training Facility on October 27
th
. Concurrently, the city staff will be 

participating in Make a Difference Day with over 83 projects occurring throughout the city. Ms. Peterson 

advised that the Town of Gilbert will be developing their own Human Relations Board and their city manager 

plans on attending meetings in Mesa, Chandler and other cities to observe structure and topics discussed in 

order to emulate back in Gilbert. Ms. Heap recognized the efforts made by Mesa Police for their work on 

educating the public, not only for Mesa but also for Gilbert residents, on hate crimes.  

11. Scheduling of meetings, future agenda items, and general information. 

Ms. Gilbert requested that many of the items on this agenda be included on the next so they can take action. 

Ms. Gilbert also requested that discussion on a peace pole project be included in the agenda.  

 Discuss cancellation of December 26, 2012 meeting. 

 General Plan update from Planning Department. 

Ms. Giese advised that the Planning Department requested to come and present to the board on the 

City’s General Plan. Contact will be made to schedule their presentation.  

12. Adjournment. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:59pm.   

 

 

 

Submitted By: 

 
__________________ 
 
Ruth Giese,  
Diversity Program Administrator 


