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* Blue Barrel Program
* Green Barrel Program

* Business Recycling Program

* Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events

+ A.C.E. Express Events
* Document Shreddiné Event

+ Backyard Composting Program

Mesa’s Recycling Programs
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* Green Sweep Program

* Appliance Recycling Program

* Paint Reuse Program

* Public Drop-off Recycling Sites

+ Christmas Tree Recycling Program

* Internal Programs for City Employees
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mesa-az What is the problem?

* In a municipal solid waste report by the EPA, it was
estimated that 2.9 miilion pounds of bags, sacks and
wraps were produced in the U.S. in 2008

» Of that, only 390 thousand pounds were recovered
(13.4%)

* Traditional plastic bags are made of petroleum or
natural gas, both limited resources

* Plastic bags can take up to 700 years to start to
decompose when buried in the landfill

* Non-recycled plastic bags can cause excess litter

P\
mesa-az

What types of plastic bags are
available?
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Regular Plastic Bags
* Pros
* When compared to paper bags, plastic bags:

« Generate 80% less waste

* Require less than 6% of the water needed during

production

* Require 70% less energy to be manufactured

* Require 91% less energy to be recycled

+ Cons

» Are not recycled as much as paper bags
» Take 700+ years to break down

2% Bij
mesa-az
* Pros

+ Degradable & compostable

* Little or no fossil fuels used
* Faster degradation than degradable plastic bags

«Cons

» Not as durable as petroleum based bags (moisture can cause them

to fall apart)

« Short sheff life

+ Does not decompose well in home composters or in landfills;
requires a ‘controlled composting environment' (i.e.- commercial
industrial composting facility)

- Is considered a contaminate if mixed with petroleum-based
bags and can compromise load

» Critics argue that with hunger existing in the world, it is not

being socially responsible to use food for corn starch based bags

odegradable Plastic Bags

(additive added in production to begin to break down bag)
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=z Howis the problem being
mesa-az handled?

+ San Francisco: Has banned non-biodegradable plastic carryout
bags

+ Washington D.C.: Imposed a $.05 fee on all disposable recyclable
plastic and paper carryout bags from Retail Food Estabiishment license
holders (i.e.- grocery stores, food vendors, convenience stores, drug
stores, restaurants) and Class A&B liquor stores

P\ What about the Phoenix
mesa-az area?

» Almost all major retailers have recycle containers
in their stores for customers to recycle their plastic
bags

_» Bag Central Station
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* Promotes waste reduction and encourages the use
of reusable bags :

+ Provides information about plastic bags on City's
Web site (mesarecycles.org)

* Quality Assurance Inspectors help educate
residents about plastic bags during daily

inspections
R What about Mesa?
mesa-az
* Promotes plastic bag recycling via community
outreach:

» 2010 MPS Earth Day Plastic Bag Round-up Recycling Challenge

* Currently working on a plastic bag recycling PSA encouraging
reusable bag concept

» City employee plastic bag recycling drive in honor of Earth Day
+ Distributes information at community events

+ Enroiled all 58 elementary schools within Mesa Public Schools to
participate in the Wal-Mart plastic bag recycling challenge during
08/08 academic year

+ Met with the AZ Food Marketing Alliance to discuss
partnership opportunities
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ArizoNa Food

MARKETING ALLIANCE

=\ Recommendations
mesa-az .

+ Continue to promote reducing plastic bag usage,
using reusable bags & recycling plastic bags
voluntarily among Mesa residents

* Truck signs
* Newsletter articles
"+ Public Service Announcement
* Web
* Inspection efforts

* Work with Arizona Food Marketing Alliance on
partnership opportunities




Community & Neighborhood Services Committee -
April 15, 2010
Attachment 1
Page 8 of 8

P\
mesa-az

"Just as we cannot blame others for
destroying the environment, so we
cannot look to others to protect the
environment. Responsibility for both
begins at home."

Paul Griss, environmental activist and author
of The Daily Planet

e e e
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Fiscal Impacts

» Park Sign Replacement
(Parks Rules & Mesa City Code
Modifications)

« Additional “Doggie Pots”
(waste receptacles)



