
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
September 23, 2004 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on September 23, 2004 at 7:35 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 
   
Mayor Keno Hawker None Mike Hutchinson 
Rex Griswold  Barbara Jones 
Kyle Jones  Debbie Spinner 
Tom Rawles   
Janie Thom   
Claudia Walters   
Mike Whalen    
  
 
1. Discuss and consider the process to amend the Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2025 and 

update the Multiuse Path Master Plan map included in the plan. 
 
 Parks and Recreation Management Support Administrator Tim Barnard advised that the 

construction of the 202 Freeway negatively impacted access to the multiuse trail.  He stated that 
the efforts of staff and residents to resolve the issue resulted in a proposed amendment to the 
Mesa Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2025.  

 
Mr. Barnard explained that as a result of preparing the proposed amendment, a formal process 
was developed by staff to address future amendments to the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan. He noted that the amendment process is outlined in the Council Report, and he 
summarized the following key points: 

  
• A need for a Master Plan Amendment would be identified (by residents or City staff). 
• The proposal would be reviewed and analyzed to determine conformance with overall City 

goals, verify the need, determine the cost and desired outcome, and develop an amendment 
that addresses the need. 

• Public hearings would be held for proposed amendments that are staff driven, and 
Neighborhood Services’ staff would coordinate public meetings regarding issues initiated by 
residents. 

• The Parks and Recreation Board would review the proposed amendment and make a 
recommendation to the Council. 

• The Council would consider the Parks and Recreation Board’s recommendation and take 
action to adopt or reject the amendment to the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
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City Manager Mike Hutchinson stated that the proposed amendment would be placed on a 
Regular Council Meeting agenda, and he advised that staff is seeking Council direction 
regarding the proposed process to be utilized to address future amendments. 

 
 In response to a question from Councilmember Whalen, City Attorney Debbie Spinner advised 

that a motion would be the proper Council action in order to address staff’s proposed 
amendment process. 

 
 Discussion ensued relative to the fact that the proposed amendment would enable the 

construction of the South Canal Spur Trail; that the trail would discourage intrusion into Indian 
Tribal land; that the trail includes the site of the historic Lehi Crossing; and that volunteers are 
planning to restore the historic markers that were removed during the freeway construction. 

 
 Mayor Hawker expressed concern regarding the construction costs and the impact on City-

owned property in the area, and he requested that staff provide additional information. 
 
 Councilmember Griswold reported that the South Canal Spur Trail site has existed for more 

than 100 years, but he added that the trail has not been formally included in the Master Plan.   
 
 Vice Mayor Walters explained that access to the trail was severed by the freeway construction, 

and she advised that the proposal enables a reconnection to the historic Sun Circle Trail. 
 
 It was moved by Councilmember Rawles, seconded by Vice Mayor Walters, that the Council 

accept staff’s recommendation for the process to be utilized to amend the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 2025.  

 
 Further discussion ensued relative to the proposed South Canal Spur Trail; that staff should 

provide information on the reservation boundary lines; that the City and the Arizona Department 
of Transportation (ADOT) have discussed disposition of the remnant parcel of ADOT land in the 
area; and that City staff representing the Parks and Recreation and Engineering Departments 
would coordinate with the Indian community regarding recreational trails. 

 
 Mayor Hawker called for the vote. 
 

Carried unanimously. 
 

 Mayor Hawker thanked staff for the presentation. 
 
2. Discuss and consider the selection of Reed Park as the next Opportunity Zone as 

recommended by the General Development Committee. 
 
 Interim Housing Services and Neighborhood Outreach Director Ruth Anne Norris noted that at a 

previous meeting the Council authorized Neighborhood Outreach to divide the “Opportunity 
Zone” concept into two programs, a “Revitalization Area” and an “Opportunity Zone.”  She 
advised that Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator Mike Renshaw was present to provide 
information on the proposed Opportunity Zone. 

 
 Mr. Renshaw stated that the Opportunity Zone Program is a collaborative effort of many City 

departments that creates partnerships with residents to focus City, federal, private and 
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community resources in one neighborhood in an effort to improve the area’s quality of life.  He 
provided a brief historical overview of the achievements of the first Opportunity Zone. Mr. 
Renshaw advised that staff recommends that Reed Park be designated as the City’s next 
Opportunity Zone, and he noted that detailed information is provided in the Council Report. 

  
 Discussion ensued relative to the fact that Reed Park residents are committed to the program; 

that a key factor in the success of an Opportunity Zone is that the program is resident-driven; 
that $50,000 from the General Fund has been designated for the program; that the general 
appearance of the neighborhood and criminal activities are areas of resident concern; that the 
Opportunity Zone Program addresses neighborhoods “on the cusp” of deteriorating; that this 
program may assist the neighborhood in addressing the day labor problems; that no City funds 
other than staff’s time were budgeted for the first Opportunity Zone; and that the Opportunity 
Zone brings a synergy to the neighborhood and encourages reinvestment. 

 
 It was moved by Councilmember Whalen, seconded by Vice Mayor Walters, that the Council 

accept the General Development Committee’s recommendation to designate the Reed Park 
area as the next Opportunity Zone.  

  
 Councilmember Rawles expressed opposition to the motion, and he stated the opinion that the 

purpose of government is to secure freedom, not to improve the quality of life.  
 
 Councilmember Thom also expressed opposition to the motion, and she stated the opinion that 

the Reed Park Opportunity Zone proposal is driven by City staff rather than by the residents. 
 
 Vice Mayor Walters stated the opinion that an Opportunity Zone enables residents to help 

themselves. She noted that criminal activity increases in deteriorating neighborhoods, and that 
providing this type of assistance reduces the need for a police presence.  

 
 Councilmember Whalen advised that both he and Councilmember Jones are requesting the 

project for their districts, and he stated the opinion that the proposal is not “staff driven.” 
 
 Mayor Hawker noted the success of the first Opportunity Zone, and he expressed the opinion 

that the $50,000 is a wise long-term investment.  He cautioned staff to be more conservative 
when estimating the additional private investment generated by an Opportunity Zone. 

 
 Councilmember Thom expressed the opinion that an Opportunity Zone program would not solve 

the day labor problems on Broadway Road.   
 
 Mayor Hawker called for the vote. 
 

Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
 
AYES -  Hawker-Griswold-Jones -Walters-Whalen 
NAYS -  Rawles-Thom 
 
Mayor Hawker declared the motion carried by majority vote. 

 
 Mayor Hawker thanked staff for the presentation. 
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3. Hear an update on City Cemetery damage. 
 
 Mr. Hutchinson advised that a microburst on September 3rd resulted in considerable damage to 

the City of Mesa Cemetery. 
 
 Parks and Recreation Administrator Mark Woodward summarized the damage as follows: 
 

• 136 Italian Cypress trees were destroyed. 
• Over 100 other trees were damaged.   
• 40 headstones were uplifted and one was broken. 
• The piping system was damaged when the tree root balls were uplifted. 
• Three funeral chapels (utilized for services held during bad weather) were destroyed (the 

cost of each chapel is approximately $6,500). 
 
Mr. Woodward reported that the cleanup costs total approximately $60,000 to date, but he noted 
that the amount does not include the replacement of any trees.  He advised that the costs to 
address the damages from this incident have severely impacted the department’s budget. Mr. 
Woodward also noted that the Stadium was damaged by the microburst, and he stated that the 
Facilities Maintenance Department is providing assistance to implement the repairs.  
 
Mayor Hawker thanked staff for the update. 

 
4. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of boards and committees. 
 

a. Economic Development Advisory Board meeting held August 3, 2004. 
b. Fire Committee meeting held May 17, 2004. 
 
It was moved by Vice Mayor Walters, seconded by Councilmember Griswold, that receipt of the 
above-listed minutes be acknowledged.  

  
Carried unanimously. 

 
5. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 

 
Councilmember Griswold: Addressed a seminar regarding Valley demographics. 
 Mesa United Way Kickoff. 
 Financing the Future Meeting. 
 
Councilmember Jones: Valley Forward’s Annual Awards Program. 
 
Vice Mayor Walters: Chinese Consulate 55th Anniversary Celebration. 
 Walk for Recovery Event. 
 Diversity Conference. 
 
Mayor Hawker: Library Board Meeting. 
 
Councilmember Thom: 50th Anniversary of the Mesa YMCA. 
 Constitution Week Celebration. 
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6.  Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Mike Hutchinson stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
Thursday, September 30, 2004, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
Monday, October 4, 2004, TBA – Study Session 
 
Monday, October 4, 2004, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Council Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 7, 2004, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 

  
 Thursday, October 14, 2004. 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
 Monday, October 18, 2004, TBA – Study Session 
 
 Monday, October 18, 2004, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Council Meeting 
 
7.  Prescheduled public opinion appearances. 
 
 There were no prescheduled public opinion appearances. 
 
8. Items from citizens present. 
 
 There were no items from citizens present. 
 
9. Adjournment. 

 
Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 
 

 
 
________________________________ 
KENO HAWKER, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 23rd day of September 2004.  I further certify 
that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

 
         
    ___________________________________ 
          BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
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