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CITY OF MESA
HOUSING ADVISORY BOARD
MESA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOWER LEVEL
57 EAST 15 STREET
October 5, 2006
6:00PM
- MEETING MINUTES -

MEMBERS STAFF

Mr. Paul Dugas Ms. Jane Albin

Ms. Diana Yazzie Devine (excused) Ms. Kit Kelly

Mr. Bob Hisserich Ms. Ruth Anne Norris
Ms. Siri Amrit Kaur Khalsa Mr. Gordon Sheffield

Ms. Trudy Licano

Mr. Conrad Morin

Mr. Marv Turley (excused)

Ms. Deanna Villanueva-Saucedo
Mr. Jon Scott Williams

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Deanna Villanueva-Saucedo welcomed everyone to the meeting.

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS
There were no comments.

APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2006 MINUTES
Upon the following corrections of the September 14 minutes, they were approved as corrected.

Agenda Item No. 6. " Due to summer storms, 84 30 roof repairs were made."
Agenda ltem No. 7. "....454 _ 140 rehabilitation projects have been completed.”

HEAR A PRESENTATION REGARDING THE UPDATED ZONING ORDINANCE PROCESS
Gordon Sheffield, Zoning and Civil Hearing Administrator, presented an update regarding the
zoning ordinance process. After a brief summary of the background and history of zoning codes
and general plans, Mr. Sheffield related the RFQ/RFP process initiated to find the consultant
best suited to update Mesa’s zoning ordinance in order to be consistent with the 2025 General
Plan. As a result of this process, the firm of Dyett & Bhatia, San Francisco, CA, was chosen to
help. The objective of the process is to promote in-fill, mixed-use and transit-oriented
development, and to streamline the process to accomplish this. He said this will be a very public
process, with a lot of neighborhood meetings and information sharing. Mr. Sheffield encouraged
the Board to contact him with any ideas or questions they may have. If possible, any issues
regarding the Housing Master Plan will be incorporated. Other areas mentioned were
manufactured homes, accessory living quarters and live-work spaces.

DISCUSS AND DETERMINE DEFINITION FOR SUBSTANDARD HOUSING

The Board continued discussion from last month’s meeting regarding a definition for
substandard housing. They agreed that the target audience includes the residents of Mesa as
well as those non-profits who assist low-moderate income people looking for homeownership.
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They also agreed that a house does not have to have more than one item from a list of
previously named problems in order to be considered substandard. In response to a question
regarding the reason for the group to come up with this definition, Chair Villanueva-Saucedo
reminded the Board that they are charged with the goals of the Housing Master Plan, including
reducing the number of substandard units. This would be difficult to accomplish without any
standard definition.

Staff said that the Community Housing Task Force realized there are limited resources to
accomplish this goal. Therefore, having a definition can help determine where these limited
resources can best be put to use. Additionally, it was mentioned that Mesa does not have the
ability to enter a rental unit and inspect it for acceptable livability. Unfortunately, there are those
landlords who take advantage of low-income renters.

In order to better acquaint the Board with Mesa’s housing stock, staff will arrange a tour of
intermediate to stressed properties, and include all categories of housing. The Board agreed
that a Saturday morning would be a good time to schedule this, and that this tour will be in lieu
of a November meeting. A date will determined based on availability of a majority of the Board.

STAFF REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kit Kelly:

» The application process for 07/08 CDBG funding is underway, and the information
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 9.

» The National Building Museum Traveling Exhibit on affordable housing continues
through October 28. In conjunction, the ASU Stardust Center highlights projects
specifically in Arizona.

» Staff is working on an RFQ/RFP for the Vine Properties. Several developers have
expressed an interest in development of housing at this site.

Ruth Anne Norris:

» Housing Services is still focused on the implementation of the new software used for
Section 8 housing. They hope to have it completely functional by the end of October.

» The waiting list for Section 8 will open on November 7. Applications can be requested by
phone and will also be available to download. Kudos go to Beth Rice who works
diligently to ensure that all the allotted funds for this program are spent.

Chair Villanueva-Saucedo recognized and thanked Ruth Anne for all her contributions and the
expertise she brought to the Board. Ruth Anne will retire from the City of Mesa on November 1,
and she will be greatly missed. She is wished good luck.

ADJOURN

The housing tour will be in lieu of a November meeting, and that date will be posted. With no
other agenda items to be discussed, Chair Villanueva-Saucedo adjourned the meeting at 7:40
PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jane M. Albin, Management Assistant |

Z:HousingAdvisoryBoard\MeetingMinutes2006\10-05-2006.doc

DRAFT



	WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

