
 
 
 
 

 JUDICIAL ADVISORY 
 BOARD MINUTES 
 
 
March 17, 1999 
 
 
The Judicial Advisory Board of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room of the Council Chambers, 57 
East 1st Street, on March 17, 1999, at 8:07 a.m. 
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT 
 
Chairman Marilyn Wilson 
James R. Hart, II 
James Keppel 
John Kerr 
Judith O'Neill 
Cecil Patterson 
Joe Shipley 
 

STAFF PRESENT 
 
Denise Bleyle 
Linda Crocker 
Barbara Jones 
Kathleen Ozbun 
Ellen Pence 
Kelly Walsh 
Others 
 
 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Walter Switzer 
 

 
1. Approve minutes of the February 3, 1999 meeting. 
 

It was moved by Boardmember Shipley, seconded by Boardmember Keppel, that the minutes of the February 
3, 1999 meeting be approved. 

 
Carried unanimously. 

 
2. Hear an update on improving the distribution of surveys. 
 

Management Assistant I Denise Bleyle addressed the Committee relative to this agenda item and stated that 
efforts are underway to print and distribute the surveys, which will be color coded and printed in English and 
Spanish.  Ms. Bleyle briefly highlighted the current and future distribution process and responded to questions 
regarding this agenda item. 
 
Chairman Wilson thanked Ms. Bleyle for the update. 

 
3. Discuss and consider items related to the public hearing and interview of Judge Victor Ortiz on Wednesday, 

May 5, 1999 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. 
 
 a. Review application for reappointment. 
 b. Review statistics on cases and appeals. 
 c. Results of surveys will be available April 31, 1999. 
 d. Publicity for public comments. 
 e. Review interview questions, references, credit checks and visit courtroom. 
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 Chairman Wilson commented that the public hearing for Judge Victor Ortiz will begin at 6:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, May 5, 1999 and input will be solicited from those present, followed by a formal interview, and 
finally Board deliberation in Executive Session.  Chairman Wilson stated that if the Board is able to act on the 
reappointment at that time, Board recommendations will be announced at a reconvened open meeting 
following the Executive Session. Chairman Wilson added that should the Board require additional time, 
Board recommendations will be announced at a future Board meeting. 

 
 Assistant to the City Manager Ellen Pence advised that a light dinner buffet will be served at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 Ms. Pence noted that surveys will be available for the Board to review on April 30, 1999 and stated that the 

surveys will be forwarded to the Boardmembers for their review.  Ms. Pence informed the members of the 
Board that additional information and statistics are being prepared and will also be forwarded to the Board 
well in advane of the meeting. 

 
 Ms. Pence briefly outlined publicity/media outreach efforts that will be expended to inform citizens of the 

process and noted that legal advertising has already been prepared for placement in the Mesa Tribune.  Ms. 
Pence added that news releases will also be distributed and information on Judge Ortiz's reappointment will 
be telecast on the City's Cable Channel 11. 

 
 In response to a question from Chairman Wilson, Presiding City Magistrate Walter Switzer advised that Judge 

Ortiz's weekly Court schedule remains fairly consistent and said that he will forward a copy of that schedule 
to the Board to enable them to arrange time to attend court sessions which are presided over by Judge Ortiz. 

 
4. Convene into an executive session for the purpose of considering a personnel matter. 
 
 It was moved by Boardmember Patterson, seconded by Boardmember O'Neill, that the meeting of the Judicial 

Advisory Board adjourn into an Executive Session for the purpose of considering a personnel matter at 8:15 
a.m. 

 
 Chairman Wilson advised that the Board will adjourn following the Executive Session and the Board meeting 

will not be reconvened. 
 

 Carried unanimously. 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Judicial Advisory Board 
meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 17th day of March 1999.  I further certify that the meeting was duly 
called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 

Dated this ____ day of ____________ 1999 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
   BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 


