
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
August 27, 2012 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on August 27, 2012 at 5:20 p.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 

 
 
COUNCIL ABSENT 

 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT 

   
Scott Smith Scott Somers Christopher Brady 
Alex Finter  Debbie Spinner 
Christopher Glover  Linda Crocker 
Dina Higgins   
Dennis Kavanaugh   
Dave Richins   
   
 
Mayor Smith excused Vice Mayor Somers from the entire meeting. 
 
1. Review items on the agenda for the August 27, 2012 Regular Council meeting. 
 
 All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 

noted: 
 
 Conflict of interest: None. 
 
 Items removed from the consent agenda:  4-c 
 
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction on the Citizen Involvement Plan for the 

General Plan Update. 
 
 Planning Director John Wesley displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 1) and 

provided brief background information regarding the Citizen Involvement Plan for the General 
Plan Update. He explained that by statute the General Plan must be approved by voters every 
10 years, and therefore, would appear on the November 2014 ballot.  

 
 Mr. Wesley reported that members of the Plan Advisory Committee (PAC) had been selected 

and would update the existing plan. He noted that the Transportation Plan, Transit Plan and 
Parks and Recreation Plan would be coordinated with the General Plan Update. (See Page 3 of 
Attachment 1) 
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 Mr. Wesley stated that Arizona Revised Statutes require the local governing body to approve 

written procedures for citizen involvement and provide an opportunity for comments to be 
received. (See Page 4 of Attachment 1) He briefly touched upon the main aspects of the Citizen 
Involvement Plan as follows: 

 
• Plan Advisory Committee 
• Direct outreach with institutions, agencies, stakeholders, and other local governments 
• Utilize the iMesa Initiative to launch the “This is My Mesa” campaign 

 
Mr. Wesley advised that on September 10, 2012, the Council would be asked to consider and 
approve the General Plan Update. He introduced Senior Planner Tom Ellsworth, who provided 
an overview of the “This is My Mesa” campaign. He said that the campaign would utilize the 
iMesa infrastructure to educate citizens and provide them with opportunities to comment on 
what they would like Mesa to be 30 years from now. 
 
Mr. Ellsworth highlighted the main objectives of the “This is My Mesa” campaign website, as 
follows: 
 

• Serve as the home for the General Plan, Transit Plan and Transportation Plan Updates 
• Link to iMesa for comments and suggestions 
• Serve as an educational tool for growth and planning 
• Provide information on how citizens can become involved 

 
Mr. Ellsworth demonstrated how to navigate around the “This is My Mesa” campaign website 
and advised that a Smartphone App would be development so that citizens could post pictures 
of things they would like to see in Mesa. In addition, he said that public service announcements, 
posters, flyers and business cards would be used to promote the “This is My Mesa” campaign. 
Mr. Ellsworth stated that community outreach would be conducted at various events and 
meetings, such as: 
 

• Building Stronger Neighborhoods meetings 
• Celebrate Mesa events 
• Neighborhood group meetings 
• iMesa Village meetings 
• Special interest group meetings 
 

Mr. Ellsworth displayed some examples of “community visioning” and said that citizens would be 
asked to envision what Mesa would look like 30 years from now. He explained that in order to 
demonstrate “community visioning” citizens would be asked to compare what Mesa looks like 
today to what it looked like in 1980. (See Pages 12 and 13 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Ellsworth advised that demographic data including population density and areas of the City 
with the greatest opportunity for growth and redevelopment would be available to the 
community. He displayed a schedule and briefly reviewed the next steps for the Citizen 
Involvement Plan and the General Plan Update. He anticipated that the outreach efforts would 
engage and spark the interest and imagination of Mesa residents. (See Page 15 of Attachment 
1)   
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 Mr. Wesley noted that some of the information on the iMesa website may be shifted over to the 

“This is My Mesa” campaign website. 
 
 Mayor Smith thanked staff for their efforts and said that the community would now have multiple 

avenues to provide input. He noted that other cities have taken ideas from the iMesa initiative 
and built on them. 

 
2-b. Appointment to Boards and Committees. 
 
 Mayor Smith recommended the following appointments to boards and committees: 
 

BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
Scott Thomas – Term expires June 30, 2015 
 
JUDICIAL ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Robin Harris – Partial term expires June 30, 2013 
 
Hon. Theresa Sanders – Term expires June 30, 2015  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Kavanaugh, seconded by Councilmember Richins, that the 
Council concur with the Mayor’s recommendations and the appointments be confirmed. (See 
Attachment 2) 
 
The motion carried unanimously by those present.        

  
3. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 
 
 Councilwoman Higgins:  Mesa Police Association Celebrity Golf Tournament 
 
 Mayor Smith:    Mayor’s Bowling Challenge in Surprise 
  
  
4. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
Thursday, August 30, 2012 – Study Session (CANCELLED) 
 
Tuesday, September 4, 2012, 10:00a.m. – Mesa Grande Groundbreaking 
 
Thursday, September 6, 2012, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
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5. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:39 p.m.   
 
 

________________________________ 
                  SCOTT SMITH, MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 27th day of August, 2012.  I further certify that 
the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
         
 
 
    ___________________________________ 
          LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
bdw 
(attachments – 2) 
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