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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

January 25, 2012

The Community & Cultural Development Committee of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting
room of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on January 25, 2012 at 7:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE PRESENT COMMITTEE ABSENT STAFF PRESENT
Dave Richins, Chairman Natalie Lewis
Christopher Glover Alfred Smith

Scott Somers

Items from citizens present.

2-a.

Citizens addressed the Committee under item 2-a.

Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction on a license agreement with Edu-Prize, Inc.,

for the use of the Washington Activity Center for the provision of a charter school, after school,
summer school, and adult community resident programs.

Director of Parks, Recreation and Commercial Facilities Marc Heirshberg introduced Dr. Lynn
Robershotte, Superintendent of Edu-Prize Charter School and Dr. Barbara Duncan, Assistant
Principal for Edu-Prize Charter School, who were prepared to address the Committee. He
provided a brief summary of the budget reductions that will have a direct effect on the
Washington Activity Center (WAC). He stated that in 2011 staff was informed that this would be
the last year that funding for the WAC would be made available and if a community partner was
not obtained the WAC would be closed. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1)

Discussion ensued regarding the Federal government’s reduction of Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) dollars.

Chairman Richins commented that the information that has been provided to the Council is that
CDBG dollars could be cut as much as $600,000 this year.

Mr. Heirshberg reported that in 2011 the West Mesa Community Development Corporation
(CDC) introduced City staff to the Edu-Prize Charter School. He said that Dr. Robershotte, who
received her start at Eisenhower Elementary School, would like to give back to the community
and place an Edu-Prize Charter School at the WAC.
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A video presentation describing Edu-Prize Charter Schools and their accomplishments was
played for the Committee.

Mr. Heirshberg advised that on June 2, 2011, Edu-Prize Charter Schools made a presentation
to the community to notify them of their interest in opening a charter school at the WAC. He said
Edu-Prize also sponsored a movie night at Washington Park and again presented information
about the school. He stated that the community was informed at the meeting held on January
10, 2012, that staff would be recommending that the full Council entertain a licensing agreement
with Edu-Prize for the operation of a charter school at the WAC. Mr. Heirshberg informed the
Committee that it was staff's recommendation that the licensing agreement be forwarded on to
the full Council with an effective date of July 1, 2012.

Mr. Heirshberg briefly outlined the City’s responsibilities as part of the licensing agreement as
follows:

¢ Maintain the exterior of the building (foundation, walls and roof)

e Repair/replace perimeter walls/fence as necessary

e Repair/replace heating/cooling units, utility/property infrastructure (main water pipes,
delivery systems, electrical service/delivery systems)

Mr. Heirshberg said that Edu-Prize Charter School’'s responsibilities would include:

e 100% cost of utilities, normal repairs/maintenance to building and adjacent grounds
e Center will be used for the provision of a charter school, after-school program, summer
school and adult community programs

Mr. Heirshberg reported that the licensing agreement, which has been reviewed by the City
Attorney’s office, includes opportunities for open recreation, summer camp, recreation
programs, arts and crafts, sports activities, dance, bingo night, adult programming, preschool
programs and Boy and Girl Scouts. (See Page 8 of Attachment 1) He said that the school would
have an extended calendar program with longer days Monday through Thursday and a shorter
day on Friday. He added that the WAC would continue to be available for use by the
community.

Dr. Robershotte addressed the Committee and said that when the Edu-Prize facility opened in
Pinal County there were 1,000 students enrolled on the first day. She explained that Edu-Prize
was not seeking a mega-satellite school but a partnership with the City of Mesa and Mesa
Public Schools. She said that Edu-Prize can offer the community the gift of education, in a
modest facility, with no more than 75 to 80 students.

Dr. Robershotte stated that she understood the concerns that the community had with regards
to the history of the area. She said that Edu-Prize hopes to be embraced by the community and
engage them as partners.
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In response to a question from Committeemember Glover, Mr. Heirshberg explained that there
will be approximately $600,000 in cuts facing the Housing Committee this year and that the
WAC represents $200,000 of that funding. He said based on the direction that has been
provided in the past, this year would be the last year that funding for the WAC would occur. He
said that the City does not have the funds in its Operating Budget to support the WAC,
therefore, it is assumed that Council will direct that the building be closed.

Mr. Heirshberg advised that the City Manager has been in contact with the Superintendent of
Mesa Public Schools who has indicated that he supports the Edu-Prize Charter School entering
the community.

In response to a question from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg advised that the
programs that are currently offered at the WAC include afterschool programing between the
hours of 2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., summer camp programs and holiday camps. He said that the
WAC is also used for community meetings and family gatherings.

Responding to a question from Committeemember Somers, Dr. Robershotte explained that the
community would lose the use of the facility between the hours of 2:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. She
explained that Edu-Prize intends to offer an extended school day, therefore, the facility would
not be available to children who were not enrolled as students at the charter school during that
time. She said Edu-Prize would be offering sports programs, community programs, adult
programs and community events. She added that although Edu-Prize generally does not do
bingo nights it is something that the community has requested and could be facilitated under
this agreement.

Mr. Heirshberg advised that one of the provisions of the licensing agreement states that Edu-
Prize, on an annual basis, will provide the City with a calendar of the activities offered and
attendance for those activities.

In response to a series of questions from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg explained
that there are between 75 and 80 students who participate in the after-school program on a
daily basis. He said that Mesa Public Schools and the YMCA offer after-school programs
however, there is a cost for those programs. He noted that parents might be able to obtain
assistance through the State to help cover the cost of those programs.

Dr. Robershotte commented that Edu-Prize will cover the cost to operate an extended school
day program and summer camp programs.

Committeemember Somers requested that staff explore ways to assist in transitioning students
to other programs.

Diane Hunter, Director of the WAC, addressed the Committee and said that the 75 to 80
children that participate in the after-school program are school age children from Eisenhower
Elementary School. She stated that these children could be enrolled in the Edu-Prize School
and therefore, would not need to transition to another program.

Committeemember Somers suggested that a survey be conducted to determine if the parents of
those children attending the after-school program at the WAC intend to enroll their children into
the Edu-Prize Charter School.
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Ms. Hunter commented that there have been discussions with regard to Edu-Prize operating a
preschool program that would address the needs of the three and four-year-old children that
currently utilize the WAC. She said that the older children do not attend the WAC until 4:30 p.m.
and usually choose to “hang-out” in the park and utilize the basketball courts.

Mr. Heirshberg advised that Dr. Robershotte and staff have indicated that they are willing to go
door-to-door if necessary to explain the school and offer registration forms to the families. He
said that parents will have the choice to continue utilizing MPS or enroll their children in the
Edu-Prize Charter School. He explained that because Edu-Prize is a charter school the funding
will come from the State and there will not be an increase in fees. He stated that the other
entities who expressed an interest in partnering with the City indicated that they would need to
charge a fee for the programs in order to cover their costs. He added that Edu-Prize has offered
to cover the costs and will include a breakfast program.

In response to a question from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg explained that a
Request for Proposal (RFP) was not completed. He advised that staff did have conversations
with the Boys and Girls Club, Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) and the Marc Center,
all of which expressed an interest in a partnership if they could charge a fee.

Responding to a question from Committeemember Somers, City Attorney, Alfred Smith, advised
that he would research and determine if there was a need for an RFP. He said in this situation a
Request for Qualification (RFQ) may be more appropriate.

In response to a series of questions from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg explained
that the term of the contract is for three years with a two-year renewal option. He said that it is
estimated that this program would save the City $200,000 a year.

Committeemember Somers commented that he had concerns with regards to how students
would be transitioned to other programs, how the City would assist with that transition and
whether or not an RFQ was necessary. He stated that maintenance on the building will be the
responsibility of the City, therefore, he said it would be nice if funding could be obtained to
modernize the building and provide a more educational flair. He suggested that a local artist “do
something” on the outside of the building that would both beautify the neighborhood and reflect
the nature of the education that will be provided.

Discussion ensued regarding the responsibilities of updating and maintaining the building.

Maria Mancinas, a Mesa resident, read a letter (See Attachment 2) that she intended to send
to the Mayor and Councilmembers expressing her concerns with regard to the placement of an
Edu-Prize Charter School at the WAC. She advised that the survey that was conducted in the
community and submitted to the City was incomplete, questionable and biased.

In response to a question from Chairman Richins, Ms. Mancinas explained that she will be
submitting petitions that include nearly 200 signatures along with letters that state the vision and
expectations the members of the community have for the Washington-Escobedo area. (See
Attachment 3) She added that the members of the community will continue to meet with the
West Mesa CDC to develop a Quality of Life Plan.
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Gilbert Valenzuela, a student at Westwood High School, read a letter to the Committee
expressing his concerns with regards to Edu-Prize placing a charter school at the WAC. He said
turning the WAC into a charter school would remove the community’s gathering place for which
he has fond childhood memories. (See Attachment 4)

Sara Hines, a Mesa resident, who has worked at the WAC, stated that the building is a historical
marker and an important part of the neighborhood. She explained that the WAC is a place
where children, who may not have the best home life, can go and have a safe place to do “fun
things.” Ms. Hines expressed her support for the recommendation and said that having a charter
school at the WAC would provide the children with a good education at no additional cost as
well as keep the center open for community gatherings. She noted that the children currently
attending the center would be offered the first opportunity to enroll in the charter school.

Bruce Nelson, a Mesa resident, addressed the Committee and said that he attended Booker T.
Washington Elementary School and is familiar with the history of the area. He advised that the
members of the community who signed the petitions did not have the full scope of what Edu-
Prize Charter School has to offer. He stated that Edu-Prize Charter School has indicated that
they will continue to keep the building available for community gatherings. Mr. Nelson requested
that the Committee move forward with the recommendation in order to prevent the building from
being closed.

In response to a question from Chairman Richins, Mr. Nelson explained that he has been
working on a documentary that was filmed at the WAC. He said for this project people were
invited to talk about what it was like growing up around the WAC during a time when the area
was a predominantly black community. He added that a preview of the documentary will be
shown on February 11" at the Nile Theatre.

Mr. Nelson said that he supports the request to place a charter school at the WAC and believes
that it will be a positive step for the community.

Chairman Richins commented that Mr. Nelson’s documentary might be appropriate to air on
Channel 11.

Cozetta Blake, a Mesa resident, addressed the Committee and said that the members of the
community are intelligent, business-minded individuals who, if provided the opportunity, could
develop their own ideas for the Washington-Escobedo area. She commented on the large
salaries paid to the full and part-time staff at the WAC and said that salaries as well as the
$200,000 budget could have been cut. Ms. Blake voiced her concerns regarding where
community functions such as a “repast” would take place if the WAC was utilized as a school.

In response to a question from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg explained that the
amounts reflected in the budget do not represent an employee’s actual salary. He said the
budgeted amounts for a position include the employee’s salary, insurance, benefits and other
indirect costs.

Discussion ensued relative to the budgeted costs for an employee, which includes wages,
benefits, and the costs to maintain the system as a whole.
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Committeemember Somers stated that the building will continue to be available for the activities
requested by the community however, there could be some time constraints with regard to
school activities.

Mr. Heirshberg remarked that Edu-Prize has made it clear that the school will have an extended
day program. He stated that it is hoped that the community will take advantage of the
opportunities that Edu-Prize will have to offer. He added that Dr. Robershotte is committed to
working with the community to ensure that the requested events will continue to take place.

Committeemember Somers remarked that the fire station has a community room and there are
other community buildings nearby that could be used for neighborhood activities.

Leslie Hill, Director of Patient Community Relations at Arizona Regional Medical Center,
addressed the Committee and expressed her support for the recommendation. She reported
that Arizona Regional Medical Center was excited with the prospect of having Edu-Prize Charter
School in the neighborhood. She said that Edu-Prize has committed to honor the history and
culture of the community as well as provide a quality education to the children.

Committeemember Glover read a letter (See Attachment 5) in support of the placement of the
Edu-Prize Charter School at the WAC submitted by Keasha Jackson, whose son attends the
after-school program at the WAC.

Committeemember Glover advised that he attended some of the community meetings and
believes that Edu-Prize has done their part to reach out and incorporate the activities that are
important to community. He said that at one of the meetings Dr. Robershotte and Mr. Nelson
discussed the importance of incorporating the history of the neighborhood into the Center. He
stated that he supports the placement of Edu-Prize Charter School at the WAC and noted that if
the City did not find a partner the Center would be closed.

Committeemember Somers commented that citizens have requested that the charter school fit
into the culture as well as add value to the community. He said that some neighborhood
gatherings may need to be moved to other community buildings. He remarked that education is
a key value in “Building a Better Mesa” and that Edu-prize has the added value, therefore, he
would be recommending that this item be forwarded on to the full Council.

Committeemember Somers concluded his comments by saying that a legal opinion would need
to be provided with regards to whether an RFQ would be necessary. He also said that in the
future there would need to be some discussions in regards to the aesthetics of the building.

Chairman Richins stated that he did not have any concerns with regards to the legal process as
this item was made public. He remarked that the WAC should have been funded by the General
Fund and not with CDBG dollars. He said that it did not make financial sense to operate the
WAC as a stand-alone facility for one neighborhood and that nothing would have been gained
through budget cuts. Chairman Richins concluded his comments by saying that he was
impressed with what Edu-Prize Charter School has to offer.

In response to a question from Committeemember Somers, Mr. Heirshberg explained that the
Jefferson facility serves 270 children and does not have classroom space.
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Committeemember Somers remarked that there could be discussion in the future regarding a
program such at Edu-Prize at the Jefferson facility.

It was moved by Committeemember Somers, seconded by Committeemember Glover, that item
2-a be forward on to the full Council for discussion.

Carried unanimously.

(Chairman Richins declared a recess at 8:50 a.m. The Committee meeting resumed at 8:55
a.m. at which time Committeemember Glover was excused from the remainder of the meeting.)

Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction on the Mesa Animal Control services and

research related to feral cat management.

Assistant to the City Manager, Natalie Lewis, introduced Animal Control Supervisor, Diane
Brady who was prepared to address the Committee. She said that today’s presentation would
provide a brief overview of the services provided by Animal Control, ordinances that have been
updated, plans for the future and challenges related to feral cats.

Ms. Brady introduced Animal Control Specialist Andrea Arenas, who was present in the
audience. She said that Mesa’s Animal Control Unit has been protecting citizens and animals in
the community since the 1950’s. She advised that employees currently work Monday through
Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. however, staff would soon begin providing services five
days a week. (See Page 3 of Attachment 6)

Ms. Brady advised that Animal Control averages 700 contacts per week and that 30 of those
contacts are related to feral cats. She said that their goal is for voluntary compliance and that
only 2% of violations actually result in a citation. (See Page 4 of Attachment 6)

Ms. Brady briefly highlighted some ordinance changes related to animal noise disturbances and
livestock and advised that the penalty was changed from a criminal to a civil violation. (See
Page 5 of Attachment 6)

In response to a question from Chairman Richins, Ms. Brady explained that Animal Control does
receive complaints related to livestock however, there have not been many violations and no
citations have been issued.

Ms. Lewis provided a brief history of Animal Control and said that at one time Animal Control
was part of the Mesa Police Department. She advised that the Animal Control Unit was
developed to provide an enhanced level of service that from a police stand point would be
considered a low level call. She noted that the Unit is currently under the oversight of the City
Manager’s Office.

Ms. Lewis said that Animal Control continues to search for ways to maximize its resources and
provide a higher level of service. She advised that ways to provide Ms. Brady more time to work
on grants and in the field are being explored. (See Page 6 of Attachment 6)
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Ms. Lewis advised that some of the plans that Animal Control has for the future include:

shift back to a five-day work week

build on internal partnerships

neighborhood outreach

volunteer programs

increase dispatch efficiencies

attain grants

community outreach

research other tracking software options

upgrade some of the trucks equipped with evaporative coolers

Ms. Lewis advised that feral cats are wild, untamed cats that are found in neighborhoods, parks
and alleys throughout the City. She said the cats live in colonies and that many times these
colonies have “keepers” who feed them. She said the problem with the colonies and the
“keepers” is the lack of a responsible party. (See Page 9 of Attachment 6)

Ms. Lewis outlined some of the problems associated with feral cats as follows:

run wild in neighborhoods

cause traffic hazards

create health and safety issues for residents and animals (feces, disease)
scratch and bite people and other animals

damage property

cause dogs to bark and create noise disturbances

no owner — no responsible party to hold accountable

Ms. Lewis said that at the request of Councilmember Glover staff researched how peer cities
were handling this issue. She said it was determined that there was no “single fix” and that all
cities struggle with this problem.

Ms. Lewis stated that domestic cats will roam and intermingle with the feral cats, increasing the
feral cat population. She explained that for this reason community education with regards to
spay and neuter programs for responsible cat owners is important.

Ms. Lewis advised that the City of Albuquerque partnered with different non-profits in the area
and sterilized feral cats. She reported that over a two-year period of time Albuquerque
experienced a 30% reduction in the number of cats that were brought into the shelters. She
noted that the “trap/neuter/return” method is commonly used and is less expensive than
euthanasia.

Ms. Lewis advised that staff is recommending that more effort be focused on sterilization to help
reduce or limit the feral cat population. She also said that Ms. Brady would research spay and
neuter programs used in other areas and attempt to seek a partnership with non-profits in the
area.
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In response to a question from Chairman Richins, Ms. Brady explained that some cities require
people who feed the feral cats to obtain a permit from the City. She said in order to obtain the
permit the individual must show that the cats have been sterilized.

Deanna Villanueva-Saucedo, a Mesa resident, addressed the Committee and thanked City staff
for taking the time to address this quality of life issue. She advised that the “trap/neuter/release”
program does not ease the concerns of the citizens. She explained that while the cats may not
be able to breed, they are still eating and defecating on other people’s property. She added that
the individuals who feed the feral cats need to take responsibility. Ms. Villanueva-Saucedo
suggested that some type of ordinance be explored as this is a problem experienced in cities
across the country.

Committeemember Somers commented that feral cats are a citywide problem and a potential
health hazard. He noted that the State classifies cats as a free-roaming animal.

Ms. Brady reported that the laws have been changed to say that the only wild animals that
people can feed are birds and squirrels.

In response to a question from Chairman Richins, Ms. Brady explained that if the City, or an
individual, takes a cat to Maricopa County Animal Control they will be charged $96 to drop it off.
She said that the County, by law, must hold the animal for three days before it can be
euthanized. She stated that if a resident were to trap a cat it will cost them $96 to leave the cat
at the Animal Control facility. She added that the high cost of leaving a cat at the County Animal
Control facility leads people to “dump” cats in other neighborhoods or in the desert.

Ms. Brady advised that the City had an arrangement with the County where only severely
injured cats would be picked up. She explained that an injured cat would proceed directly to
euthanasia and the cost would only be $23. Ms. Brady reported that there have been
circumstances where County Animal Control determined that the cat was not seriously injured,
would hold the cat for 3 days before euthanizing and then charge the City the full $96. She
stated that the costs can add up depending on how many cats are taken to Animal Control in a
month. She said that in a hoarding situation where there could be 80 cats that are probably sick
the cost would be $23 for each cat.

Discussion ensued regarding potential problems associated with introducing cats, which are not
a native species, into the desert.

Committeemember Somers suggested that discussions be initiated with other cities, as well as
the League of Arizona Cities and Towns, regarding the State’s classification for cats. He stated
that cats should either be classified as a pet where someone could be held accountable for their
actions or as a free-roaming animal that can be trapped and released into the desert to “let
nature do what nature does.” Committeemember Somers remarked that the cats could survive
and become part of the eco-system and could then be treated the same as any other evasive
species.

Further discussion ensued regarding the State’s classification of cats as a free-roaming animal.
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Chairman Richins suggested that members of the Committee reach out to the League of
Arizona Cities and Towns to develop a model ordinance that would provide some uniformity
among the cities. He said that $96 to drop off a feral cat is not cost effective and that a cost
model should be developed. He added that a spay/neuter program for responsible cat owners is
important however, he believe that the “trap/neuter/return” program would not be effective.

Committeemember Somers reiterated his previous statement regarding the State’s classification
for cats.

Ms. Brady advised that she has contacted several veterinarians in the community to see if they
would be interested in a partnership however, none of those contacted were receptive to the
idea.

Ms. Lewis said that staff will meet with Assistant to the City Manager Scott Butler to begin
discussions with the League of Arizona Cities and Towns with regards to the possible
development of an ordinance. She also said that staff would explore ways to reduce the feral cat
population and hold individuals who feed them more accountable.

Chairman Richins commented that the County does need to have some type of cost recovery
for their services.

Committeemember Somers advised that after the downturn in the economy more people let
their pets loose and it has become a problem in many neighborhoods. He said that it will cost
money to solve this problem and that the State, County, elected officials and residents will need
to take a stand.

Ms. Lewis stated that staff would continue to look for ways to increase efficiency.

Chairman Richins thanked staff for their efforts.

Adjournment.

Without objection, the Community & Cultural Development Committee meeting adjourned at
9:13 a.m.

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Community
& Cultural Development Committee meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 25" day of
January, 2012. | further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was
present.

bdw

LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK

(attachments — 6)
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Due to the economy and ongoing budget reductions within
the City funding for the operation WAC was accomplished
by the use of a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) from the federal government in 2008
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2009 City Council directs Parks, Recreation and
Commercial Facilities staff to look for community partners
to assist or take on programming of the WAC

2011/12 federal government reduced Mesa’s CDBG share
by nearly $1 million

2011 City Council approves $200,000 in CDBG funding for
the operation of the WAC and informs staff that this is the
last year funding will occur and a community partner must
be found to assist with future programming of the WAC or
it will be closed

2012/13 Mesa’s CDBG grant dollars will be reduced again
by the federal government — amount still unknown
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West Mesa CDC connects Edu-Prize and Mesa Parks, Recreation
and Commercial Facilities in early 2011

Edu-Prize is the first charter school in Arizona founded in 1995

Edu-Prize was the first charter school to receive an A+
certification from the State of Arizona
A+ certification recognizes educational excellence in student achievement

The mission of the Edu-Prize community is to foster an
environment of respect, responsibility, and love of learning

Edu-Prize is committed to teaching the "whole child." Using their

multiple intelligences, students will grow academically and
socially. They will develop their innate giftedness through the use
of a hands-on, developmentally appropriate, science-integrated
curriculum

Students will acquire knowledge and ability in mathematics and
language arts creating life-long learners able to succeed in our
technological society

Edu-Prize
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Edu-Prize has shown a genuine interest in operating a
charter school and community programs specifically
serving the Washington Park Neighborhood
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A presentation was made to the community on June
2, 2011. That explained the highlights of the school
and why they are interested In locating in the
neighborhood

On September 239 Edu-Prize sponsored a movie
night at Washington Park and again presented
Information about the school and their interest in the
community.
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Parks, Recreation and Commercial Facilities is
recommending to the City Council Community
and Cultural Development Committee that a
License Agreement between the City and Edu-
Prize be entered into

Tentative meeting date is scheduled for January 25" at
/7 :30am

Effective date of license agreement would be July
1, 2012
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Maintaining the exterior of the building
(including foundations, walls, and the roof)
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Repair/replace perimeter fencing and walls as
necessary

Repair/replace heating and cooling units,
utility infrastructure and other property
Infrastructure such as main water pipes,
delivery systems, and electrical
service/delivery systems

City of Mesa Responsibilities
—\
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Edu-prize would be responsible for 100% of
all utilities and all normal repairs and
maintenance to the building and adjacent
grounds
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Edu-Prize shall use the Center for the
provision of charter school, after school,
summer school and adult community resident
programs

Edu-Prize Responsibilities
| mesa-az |
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In return for Center use as a charter school Edu-Prize
agrees to provide:

After School Programming for the Washington Park community

Page 8 of 9

Extended Day Programming for the Washington Park
community

Summer Programming for the Washington Park community

Adult community programs for the Washington Park community

Including but not limited to: Open recreation, summer camp
recreation programs, physical outdoor activities, teen clubs, as well
as other value added programs such as computer programs, dance,
music, drama, bingo and sports activities

Additionally Edu-Prize shall provide programs for adults from the
community such as computer/job training assistance, community
service opportunities and other activities such as bingo nights,
garden clubs etc

Edu-Prize also agrees to work with organizations like the boy scouts,
girl scouts and early childhood education programs to utilize space at
the Center when not in conflict with their operations

Edu-Prize Programminge
| mesa-az |
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Community & Cultural Development
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January 25, 2012
Dear City of Mesa Mayor and Council Members,

Reflecting upon the past 25+ years, our neighborhood history and identity has repeatedly
been met and compromised by institutions and parties that have been hired to support our
efforts of community unification and involvement. We, the neighbors, continue to identify
our issues, set our goals/visions, yet our voices are being ignored and instead lead through
an endless maze of presentations. Notes and minutes are produced showing one-side
perspective, others’, not ours. Moreover, neighbors have made several requests to meet
with our council member and unfortunately our requests have not been taken into account.

Nevertheless, we, Washington-Escobedo neighbors gather ourselves to work together and
accomplish incredible goals. All the while, it seems our accomplishments are not
acknowledged and, instead, we feel that in essence our community is being fooled around
by a well-orchestrated group of entities and individuals who simply make it seem that they
are going through the motions and legalities.

Anything our neighborhood does must always be facilitated by agencies or individuals who
neither listen our voices, feed inaccurate information back to the our city council, nor share
the same cultural and community values found therein.

We have pride, we have desire, and we have a vision. Unfortunately, what we lack are the
financial means to support our vision. Although, we, as individuals, family, and community
deal with many basic issues on a daily basis, we have demonstrated that we, Washington-
Escobedo neighbors have the ability to take the lead to express what we believe our
community needs and cherishes.

One of our greatest treasures is the Washington Activity Center. It is the foundation of our
community. The community has repeatedly stated that envisions to keep WAC as a full time
recreation center, providing meaningful programs that are beneficial to a multigenerational
array of neighbors. Therefore, I am hereby requesting that this recommendation/vote to
bring Edu Prize Carter School to occupy Washington Activity Center is put on hold until 1)
our Quality of Life Plan is concluded, and 2) the corresponding City Department answers the
following questions which we intended to ask our council should he had given us the
opportunity to meet with him:

s A Request For Proposal is in place and include neighbors participation in the review
and selection so we can identify a partner that can deliver our vision,
3 Allow our community members partaking in the bidding process,
* Include, and hear, and honor our community input on any decisions related to
Washington-Escobedo Historic Area.

Thank you fdr yourtime,

JQKW"‘ e

542 N. Lewis Street
Mesa, AZ 85201
480-273-5331
mmmhthome@msn.com
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Community & Cultural Developmen
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o

M m Q We the Undersigned - residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, ocated

M g m at 44 €. 5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
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M m Q NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC) Page _w of
N o zm
> E
m m W_m,mzmn - residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located
S £ £ pet, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
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m, o NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC) Page _ b of
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> E

g m M&m:ma —residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located

m Z £ eet, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
int Name Address/Direccion Phone #/Telefono Signature Date signed/Fecha
Dugles 54y N . Pyrmp 4 80- 208 — Q\\ 2012
Rober T30 mesa, AT — Y %.N&&m\, -l¥-2o

; - “ot\
o Y- PiMA 480 ,
N 6 vl o Poeyen %... Imgsenz INa Yo r97| 1~ 182007
D - Lo V- . 2
é mesSa. Pz R?&S\r\&mn:r |—15- &
’ “.ANQ v Ema
wtoad Moslozy |*adesqy 42 _ \Mped orthozs| - 15201
f4° v P! A7a
: ..“I.\\ CEMOULA ﬁ\bb‘.wa_ ~.INW)ND\N

:.se Ya @%x C

S >\T<SQ

25 9053

S pein)

|-18- 20/ 2.

Ao RNAYIHOZ W QA

el Molngr

WA
@u.é?ﬁ

LS e

Nl M ien

 (c02) 7 272k,

U\\ @f@N LL /

VA

|-/8-20|2

31z



afantas
Text Box
Community & Cultural Development
January 25, 2012
Attachment 3
Page 3 of 23


Community & Cultural Development

January 25, 2012

Attachment 3

Page 4 of 23

NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page HMI 0

We the Undersigned — residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located

th

at 44 £. 5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC) Page | * . a

We the Undersigned — residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located
at 44 E. 5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerationat residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page 3 of

We the Undersigned — residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located

th

at 44 E. 57 Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page Wo of

We the Undersigned ~ residents and property owners of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located

th

at 44 E. 5 ' Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER {WAC)

Page | of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.

th

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerationat
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page ’ of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.

th

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo muiltigenerational

residents.

Print Name Address/Direccion Phone #/Telefono mmmwmﬁc_‘m Date signed/Fecha
ﬂ/ﬁmv//fzv /Or,_m.:/r 25493 E “Fop of bfﬁwdm.bwﬁvw,u - ) -6~
Sraderc Norod a0\ §256 - 3570 [-t6-12__

R et

G W SN

400 10 M

Tt

2 f/ ﬁ?@wi/o

%0 27003%1

Jewole Q‘%

:Ss
NI

Ade_ HUuUnsn
@:&C E&\&

‘el XA

1314 i Aot

Ligp-480-3415

@\i Rg

\\M\v\ m

/\m\.;\%h%?\ S3ax Prmast |490-9¢7-5364 \w§§§ \\\\m\\%
.%ﬁé&? Sjons 602010l o || Il
o Q J
Qs,_/f> ,\ Nwm O3>~ A M-Fayl, \%\ Q1 .;\\6/
\_A_@Nb\ Ot‘cam L2 NGy Vot RaAZ2)] 480 2H2 8423 %Ac,.»l@ 2 RO | Oirfttfia_
MIRUAADPNELS | UD€ PormiA <. 4RO O8ES O;_qrm\

el RECPR

12 e

Yol L (53

; @\

‘ T »
ohu &mm O

\\\D\\@/

| Xounre \\S@k&f

OU/PC?J«/P O 26/0 n > 5

420 5 Oct Rometbo

Vrd-244-097/

| me%



afantas
Text Box
Community & Cultural Development
January 25, 2012
Attachment 3
Page 9 of 23


Community & Cultural Development | ¢

January 25, 2012

Attachment 3

Page 10 of 23

NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
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residents.

Page \w of

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page m_ of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
s Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

th

residents.

/
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We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

Address/Direccion

Phone #/Telefono

Signature

Date signed/Fecha

Print Name

Met ssd Al

1220\ Bv, »m&f .
Qo@E.Esw\m Az Mmmu‘v

Liolben Onne®

1=

N.%L S,§7

A AN JFSA.
Co et R €529h

480-S777797 §

Neiw

Wozie

s Wl

by 2122 £

WZ2Z W Yeryeet

n a9 (Y2)224-ge
. bc2 -He3-¢/Ly

I-16~/47

48 yip B OYD

AP 2~ ,W\\ Br/aEY g
CHw A 7 L

NQQ D It marka d-

S b/ mm\i

z. .:...Y?\ %b\S—.\I\

uifs Ml ges 222

¥¢0.7 43, 515 b

AXENLHE .

633 ¢ 74~3ga(

W\\p\&k\\& \Qc,w@a\

\\\ vy m\k\&\*\\&z\.x

$jo 27 (333

loch (bhett | Joh e
AR SV iy esn SN e e e R S| ! P N
Wl nend  [BegEam TR0 WY Ak | 1106112
Lre Cohason | [t N Gotbart £ Moo B (280D (25 -AUG =2 (2 PP OVLE

.\.\\n.\\.f

e o

e e

’tlh‘l.’l



afantas
Text Box
Community & Cultural Development
January 25, 2012
Attachment 3
Page 12 of 23


Community & Cultural Development

January 25, 2012

Attachment 3

Page 13 of 23

NQ TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page b of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.

th

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

1

residents.
M..:i Name Address/Direccion Phone #/Telefono Signature . Date signed/Fecha
ST Thtde 640 a1 Roamak tr| $0-Y6 1-104F | [ /-] Folz
Quen Bogs |34 Maloay_Cor| 450 8351722 | o | - (6 - 202
[aurie Nessel | 14326 cedes ﬁ:«r\ 4o {LpSTIY (- 16 trr
Dbbie Sk | 902 € GAsLE | RO-220-1b90 [~16-12
;2955 Ig6n 0 Hehnd S+ | 450796046 [~ 1612
Ugﬂ Eim%ﬁ 5% W. @Ron%hbﬁv imsmwrugmwﬁ. |- (o= (2~
Joel  Laccoff |4s507 S Hardy HEO-997- 4302 K«k%&&@\\, (=(6—/2_]
o Yne |37 4. Semee 5| g@o-207- 1690 | 1o A2
mmi&u %\?wwﬁ 13J 724 au& M 2075423 ﬂw \\,\w\s&n} - 1€ - )

(el I th

O 2y

| =17

d@s& She L)

(01 Efrta

Y mc‘ﬂ%\y w\)i\_

|- ((-17

{ovwdle, r0vn

Fqes € mrrxt,&cro

U0 ¢28 599

[-1G -1

,\gﬁ,&?\ < Yop &

(4R 734 SHY?

W BT &Es

o /16710



afantas
Text Box
Community & Cultural Development
January 25, 2012
Attachment 3
Page 13 of 23


Community & Cultural Development

January 25, 2012

Attachment 3
Page 14 of 23

NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page 1 of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.

th

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escabedo multigenerational

residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page lwloﬁ

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
gt Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page & of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
st Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Mareover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

residents.

_Print Name Address/Direccion

Phone #/Telefono

Signature

Date signed/Fecha
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page > of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.

th

5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

Page blo_ﬂ

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
5™ Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerationat

residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

page ¥ of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhoad, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
5™ Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational

residents.
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NO TO A CHARTER SCHOOL OCCUPYING WASHINGTON ACTIVITY CENTER (WAC)

th

residents.

Page _A of

We the Undersigned, friends and stakeholders of Washington-Escobedo Neighborhood, oppose the establishment of a charter school for WAC, located at 44 E.
5" Street, Mesa, AZ 85201. Moreover, request that WAC remains open as community center serving the needs of Washington-Escobedo multigenerational
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January 20, 2012
Dear City of Mesa Councilmembers,

My name is Erica Mancinas and I am a college student at Fordham University in New York. However,
my permanent address is 542 N. Lewis St, Mesa, AZ 85201. I am an invested member of the historic
Washington- Escobedo neighborhood, and have been all my life. I am writing this letter to strongly
oppose the City of Mesa selling or leasing the Washington Activity Center to Edu-Prize Charter School or
any other entity that will limit full time access and comprehensive programs to our multigenerational
Washington-Escobedo families.

So far, my life’s story is one of hard-work, dedication, and sacrifices. Indeed, this is how I today find
myself in one of the top universities in one of the greatest cities in the country. But, my heart will always
be in Mesa, and more specifically, in the Washington-Escobedo community. After graduation, I intend to
return to my community because I understand the unprecedented opportunity that lies within the younger
generations of Washington-Escobedo. My community efficacy was born and later fostered by my
experiences and observations on Lewis Street and at “The Center” (how members of the community
affectionately refer to the Washington Activity Center).

But you see, distinguished Councilmembers, I am not an exception to the life path that many of my
childhood friends in the community have taken. In fact we are a community of brilliant minds, hard-
working parents, socially aware and widely resourceful individuals. Throughout my whole childhood, and
to this day, The Center has been the heart of our community. It is a place of comfort, learning and
growing, In reality, The Center is where the old generation of my parents meet the young generation of
my peers and even younger still of my nephews. This is where stories of “the old days” are told, where a
pick-up game of basketball consists of people of multiple ages, races, and backgrounds can be found,
where a nice reprieve from the sometimes unbearably hot summer days can be spent (because I know
personally, my family could not afford to run the A/C in our house twenty-four hours, so The Center was
the ONLY place that [ could turn to escape the 100+ temperatures).

The Center is filled with heritage, history, pride, and endless benefits to its members. It is for these, and
many other reasons, that I oppose Edu-Prize’s proposed involvement in my Center and my neighborhood.
I strongly urge you to vote against Edu Prize’s involvement in the Washington Activity Center on January
25, 2012 or any other meeting where this subject is be being voted. Further, please ensure that the voices
of the Washington-Escobedo families are being heard and honor.

Had I not had the access and experiences in The Center that I did, I would not have the community
efficacy, heightened sense of civic engagement, and urgency to return to Mesa as an Economics Major
from Fordham University in New York City. This, I am undoubtedly certain of. Taking this away this
possibility from the young generation that currently resides in the Washington- Escobedo community is
simply not right nor beneficial to Mesa’s future.

A concerned member of the City of Mesa, and Resident of District 4,

Erica Mancinas, Age 20
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January 24, 2012
Honorable City of Mesa Mayor and Council,

We’'re told from the time we are young to never forget where we came from. We’re told this by parents,
family members, and teachers because they have more years of life experience and they already know that
life is not about what plans you make or what dreams you have. Rather, life happens with surprises: life is
the turn the path you’re on takes when you least expect it.

In my case, life happened when I was 18-years old and received the opportunity to study at a Colby
College—a small private, liberal arts college, in Waterville, Maine—on almost a full scholarship. Almost
four years later and with one semester of courses left until | become the first member of my family to
obtain a bachelor’s degree from an esteemed institution, I can’t help but think back to where my journey
began: the Washing Activity Center

I am well aware of Mesa’s financial crunch at present time, but even still I must believe that there are
options for my cherished Washington Activity Center: grants not yet investigated, projects not yet
explored, resources not yet tapped into. As a faithful citizen of Mesa, whose family has lived in the city
for nearly thirty years, who knows more about the city’s unique nooks and crannies than I do about
myself, [ write to you and plea that you consider all that may be lost with the loss of WAC as it currently
exists, a place for recreation of families and a place for children to develop and prepare for life.

The Washington Activity Center and its surrounding community have defined one another for time much
longer than I’ve been alive, and I can’t imagine my identity or personal development without it. I think of
my neighbors as more like family than simply neighbors, and the WAC as our kitchen, rec room, dining
room, living room, and backyard. So central is the WAC’s position in all of our hearts that it defines us:
when a neighborhood meeting needs to be held, we go to the WAC, when a community celebration is
taking place, it takes place at the WAC, on a summer’s evening when kids of the neighborhood go out to
play, they go to the WAC. The WAC is the heart of our community and we, the neighbors, are the blood
that flows through it and keep it beating. From the WAC we all begin, circulate throughout life—
wherever it may take us, whomever we may meet along the way, whatever we may do—and it is back at
the WAC where all of us eventually return.

To turn it into a charter school or shut it down is to cut a lifeline. For me, it would be the elimination of a
very formative and foundational past. However, it would be worse for my younger neighbors, for shutting
down the WAC as we know it, would mean the elimination a lifeline they have yet to obtain—the
elimination of future full of opportunities and experiences that they don’t yet know and may never know.
The Washington Activity Center is as much a part of me as my name, without it I would not be who I am
today, and I would not be where I am today. In the same way as I have authored a few works of writing,
the city of Mesa authored me as work, and the opening line to the work of literature that is my life is: the
Washington Activity Center. I never want to forget where I come from and what home represents, but if
the WAC is lost, then where I come from will also be lost and will exist simply as a memory and nothing
more. I ask that you please remember my aforementioned plea as you vote to turn WAC into a charter
school or shutting it down. Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Your proud, faithful Mesa Citizen

Oscar Mancinas
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Malialisa Glover and currently my children attend the Washington Activity Center
after school. This has been such a blessing for me and my children. | am a single mother of
3 children and work full-time. Their bus stop is right down the street so they are abie to walk
there after school. My daughter has been a part of the ballet classes on Tuesday and
Thursday as well as the Girl Scouts. My son has also had a chance to engage himself in the
different sports activities that they have. This has allowed him to open up and become more
involved with organized sports. The Director and Employees of the Washington Activity
Center have been amazing with the children. There is constant Supervision and they are
good at notifying parents with any issues. The Center has been around for a long time and
has become more of family than just a facility. This is a safe haven for a lot of the children in
the neighborhood and should remain. This has allowed our children to stay out of trouble in
an area that has high crime rates. Please do not let this Center go and keep it for our
children, they are making a difference in each and every one of their lives. My children look
forward to attending not just for the activities, but also the family events that they have.
Thank you for your time and allowing me to express how important it is to keep The

- Washington Activity Center going. It has opened up doors for my children and kept them
focused.

Thank you,

e

Malialisa Glover
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January 24, 2012
City of Mesa Mayor and Council,

I would like to begin with what | can distinguish is by far one of my most cherished childhood memories,
The Washington Activity Center. Growing up | certainly wasn’t the cream of the crop when it came to
showing outstanding behavior, or being the spoiled child who was raised like money grew on trees. But
what | can definitely address is that | was blessed to be part of a community where | wasn’t singled out
definitively. As a child, being raised at the WAC taught me the importance of being a child, to spend my
childhood out playing, exercising, and socializing with the other kids in the community. | honestly
believe that if we do not explore our options in funding the WAC, that children will lose what most
children have lost today, the inability to imagine, to spend their day outside instead of starring
mindlessly into a television screen, to be kids. WAC is more than some basketball courts, a field of grass,
and some pool tables; it's a place were children who are neglected, can flourish and take positive steps. |
can use my life as a testament to this, because If it wasn’t for the WAC, | would have spent most of my
after school hours at my home. My environment at home was not the best of places, there was violence,
along with the abuse of drugs and alcohol, and that is why | dedicate my best childhood memories to
the WAC. | can’t wrap my mind around the concept of removing the WAC, and turning it into a Charter
school, it just isn’t right, and it would only divide the community, and remove the last opportunity the
parents and children have to gather and socialize wit one another. | plea with all respect, that you take

into consideration my thoughts and keep WAC as a recreational environment for the neighborhood.

With graZu;?ndeﬁctation for your continued support,
Gl [k fe

Gilbert Valenzuela,
College attendee, and Westwood Senior
(480)-273-6638
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Barbara Woods
From: Councilmember Glover
Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2012 8:32 AM
To: Barbara Woods
Subject: Fwd: Washington Activity Center

Letter read inti the record

Christopher Glover

Councilmember District 4
City of Mesa

20 East Main Street Suite 750
P.O. Box 1466 .
Mesa, Arizona 85211-1466

480.644.3004 (tel)
480.644.2175 (fax)

Councilmember.Glover@mesaaz.gov

--1 think the purpose of life is to be useful, to be responsible, to be honorable, to be compassionate. It is, after

all, to matter: to count, to stand for something, to have made some difference that you lived at all.

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie Brown <Katie.Brown@mesaaz.gov>

Date: January 24, 2012 2:34:27 PM MST

To: Councilmember Glover <Councilmember.Glover@MesaAZ.gov>
Subject: Washington Activity Center

Keasha Jackson
944 w. Main St #1228

Mesa AZ 85201

On Monday MLK JR. Day Parade and Festival, I was asked to sign a petition by Maria
Mancinas, that stated "Stop Edu-Prize School from coming in the Washington Activity Center". I
asked what the deal was and was told that the City of Mesa was closing the Washington Activity
Center and was letting Edu-Prize School take it over. I was told that they were going to put a
fence around the building and keep the neighborhood out, I was told that the kids in the
community would not have anywhere to go and would be locked out, and [ was told that we
should stop Edu- Prize School from coming into the community by signing the petition and then

1


afantas
Text Box
Community & Cultural Development
January 25, 2012
Attachment 5
Page 1 of 2


January 25, 2012
IS Attachment 5

coming to the Council meeting next week to stand up against this happening. Have 5322272

Community & Cultural Development

somewhere else she said! This was all told to me by the petitioner Maria Manacinas.

I choose not to sign the petition until I researched the information. I also noticed that there were
alot of people that appeared not of age signing as well as people just signing because of the scare
tactic that was expressed.

After research I found out that the City of Mesa was not closing the Washington Center down,
but had a meeting last week and informed the community that their may not be a budget for that
site next year and that they had a proposal from Edu- Prize School to lease the building to run a
charter school there for the children in the community, as well as an after school program and
some community adult events. Wow! that was not the information given to myself and those who
did sign the petition driven by Maria Mancinas.

I did further research on Edu- Prize School and was very impressed that a School of such an
excellent review would come into the Washington Activity neighborhood and educate the
children! I think it is fantastic! and I support it happening! I believe it is what the children in that
neighborhood would need, a chance to have a great school and teachers to give them a
opportunity at a better education.

I sincerely hope that the other people that listened to Maria Mancinas and signed that petition
would reconsider and do some research or ask questions from others for the facts and see that
this is a great thing for the community of Washington Activity Center!

Oh yea, I forgot to mention that my son attends the Washington Activity Center after school

programs and it has been good, but I am looking forward to enrolling him in the school when it
opens at that site.

Sincerely,
Keasha Jackson

602-790-8566
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Animal Control Services

Community and Cultural Development Committee
January 25, 2012


http://groups.msn.com/BigHeadPitBulls/tonymontanabigredmale.msnw?albumlist=2
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2Sa-az Today’s Session

e Services today
* Ordinance review

* Organizational planning
for the future

e Key Challenges

— Feral cats
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 We serve and protect citizens and
animals in the community through
cooperative partnerships, education,
and voluntary compliance or
enforcement.

smm| January 25, 2012

| Attachment 6

— M-TH 7am -6 pm
Field Officers — 3 (Field Response)
Specialist -1 (Dispatch)
Supervisor - 1 (Dispatch back up,
community outreach, office mgt.)
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Service & Action Today

Key Stats (Weekly Avg.)
— All contacts (700)
* 60% end in call/info.

— Feral cat inquiries (30)

* 40% require field action
— Dogs impounded (60)
— Dogs at large calls (90)

— Voluntary compliance
(98%)

— Violation/citation (2%)
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1Sa-aZ Ordinance Highlights

Animal Noise Disturbances
(Ord. 6-12-2)

*  From Criminal to Civil
Livestock (Ord. 8-6-21)
* Reduced sg. ft. required

e |ncreased animal
numbers allowed

 Affected mostly Lehi and
other rural areas
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Planning for the Future

Goals:

— Customer service-driven model

* Provide enhanced service on what is
typically deemed a low-priority call.

* Provide higher level of service in most
cost-efficient manner.

— Keeping a “can do” focus.
— Maximizing resources through
efficiencies & innovation.

* From reactive to proactive, i.e. more time
for community education, seeking grants,
perhaps creating volunteer program.
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T\
2Sa-az Planning for the Future

Shift back to five days per week service in Feb. 2012.

Internal partnerships, assistance

— Neighborhood Outreach/Volunteers

— Dispatch efficiencies

— Grants attainment & community outreach

Tracking software options

Equipment upgrades, needs
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.

Sa-az What are feral cats?

e Wild, untamed cats

 Found in neighborhoods, commercial or
industrial areas, parks, alleys —anywhere

 Many times, they gather in colonies
* Colonies sometimes have “keepers”

* No claimed owner— no responsible party to
hold accountable
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What is problem
with feral cats?

2Sad-dZ

 Run wild in neighborhoods
e (Can cause traffic hazards

* Create health and safety issues for residents and
other animals

— Feces, disease
* Scratch, bite people, other animals
* Damage property

e Cause dogs to bark and create noise
disturbances

* No owner— no responsible party to hold
accountable
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532z Preliminary Benchmarking

ARIZONA:

 Apache Junction, Bullhead City,
Peoria, Phoenix, Scottsdale,
Tucson, Yuma

NATIONWIDE:

* Albuquerque, NM; Charlotte,
NC; Las Vegas, NV, Long Beach,
CA; Santa Barbara, CA; San
Francisco, CA; Seattle, WA; San
Antonio, TX.
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e Preliminary Benchmarking

What we learned

* Not many cities have codes specific to feral cats

— All cities struggle: balance expectations, costs,
community values, no single fix

e Community education & partnerships continue to
be important.

* Focus on spay/neutering and responsible cat
ownership also important.

— Proof spay/neutering before licensing
— Spay/neutering by 3-4 mos. of age

* Trap, neuter and return (TNR) in place of
euthanasia (can be less costly)
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Next Step
RECOMMENDATION

Focused effort on spay/neutering -- key to reducing
and/or limiting growth of feral cat population.

Information and ideas for how states, counties,

communities are implementing spay/neuter programs:
— Community education
— Partnering or subsidizing agencies to hold clinics
— Colony permit w/sterilization
— Seek grants, community donations, vouchers
— Work with volunteers
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Animal Control Services
Questions & Discussion

Community and Cultural Development Committee
January 25, 2012
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http://groups.msn.com/BigHeadPitBulls/tonymontanabigredmale.msnw?albumlist=2
http://www.telusplanet.net/public/jedwill/buf.jpg
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