
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
June 14, 2012 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on June 14, 2012 at 7:38 a.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 

 
 
COUNCIL ABSENT 

 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT 

   
Christopher Glover Scott Smith Christopher Brady 
Dina Higgins Alex Finter Debbie Spinner 
Dennis Kavanaugh   
Dave Richins   
Scott Somers   
 
Vice Mayor Somers excused Mayor Smith and Councilmember Finter from the entire meeting. 
 
1-a. Hear a presentation and discuss the Eastmark Development. 
 
 Director of Development and Sustainability Christine Zielonka displayed a PowerPoint 

presentation (See Attachment 1) and provided a preliminary overview of Eastmark 
Development Unit-7(DU).  She displayed a map and provided a brief history of the area, which 
was first zoned as a planned community district in 2007. She said that in 2008 the Council 
adopted the Eastmark Community Plan, which would serve as the framework for innovative and 
sustainable development in the area. (See Pages 2 and 3 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Zielonka advised that DU Plans provide more detailed information regarding the land-use 
than the Community Plan (CP).  She displayed a DU map (See Page 5 of Attachment 1) and 
said that on June 25th the Council would be asked to consider the following items related to the 
southern portion of Eastmark DU-7: 
 

• 11 Plats (residential development) 
• 1 Map of Dedication (major public streets) 
• Resolution for Maintenance Agreement 
• Resolution for Memorandum of Understanding (primarily infrastructure) 
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Ms. Zielonka displayed a series of maps that illustrated the Great Park, major streets and the 
first phase of residential neighborhoods (11 plats). She stressed the importance of protecting 
the Salt River Project (SRP) 69k utility poles and advised that a new process was put into place 
to address the construction that would occur within a Public Utility and Facilities Easement 
(PUFE). She explained that the process requires all non-city utilities to obtain a Consent to 
Construct from SRP before a permit would be issued. (See Pages 7 through 10 of Attachment 
1) 
 
Responding to a question from Councilwoman Higgins, Deputy Transportation Director/Traffic 
Engineer Alan Sanderson advised that Ray Road would be a standard six lane arterial road with 
a raised median. He explained that only the north side of Ray Road, where the development 
was planned to occur, would be constructed at this time.  
 
Ms. Zielonka displayed a map of the Great Park and noted that the first 10 acres of the park 
would be developed within DU-7. She also said that the Planning and Zoning Board (P & Z) 
would be considering the site plan on June 20th and that the final plat would be before the 
Council in the fall of 2012. (See Pages 11 and 12 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Somers, Ms. Zielonka explained that the entire green 
belt of the park would consist of approximately 109 acres. She said that the portion that was 
being presented to the Council at this time was just a small piece of what the overall Master 
Plan would look like over time. 
 
Ms. Zielonka briefly reviewed the Maintenance Agreement and discussed the costs and 
processes for maintaining the specialty features within the development. She said that the term 
of the Maintenance Agreement would be for 25 years with successive 15-year renewals. (See 
Page 14 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Zielonka summarized some of the specialty street features that would be included in the 
development, such as:  
  

• Unique street name signs 
• Custom lighting and signal poles 
• Paving materials 
• Planters located mid-block on residential public streets 

 
Ms. Zielonka advised that DMB would design, install and maintain a replacement inventory of 
street materials. She said any necessary street maintenance would be determined by the City’s 
Traffic Engineer. 
 
Ms. Zielonka stated that DMB would also design and install the arterial median landscaping and 
would reimburse the City annually for any maintenance costs over the average. She said that 
perimeter landscaping along arterial roads (Elliott, Williamsfield, Ellsworth and Signal Butte), 
would be installed and maintained by DMB at their expense. (See Page 16 of Attachment 1) 
 
Responding to a question from Councilwoman Higgins, Ms. Zielonka explained that the City 
would be reimbursed annually for any costs associated with maintaining the arterial median 
landscapes over the standard.  
 



Study Session 
June 14, 2012 
Page 3 
 
 

Deputy City Attorney Donna Bronski clarified that since the parks would be enhanced beyond 
that of a normal park, the City would only pay for the average maintenance costs and any 
excess costs would be paid by DMB. 
 
Councilmember Richins commented that this private/public partnership would make it possible 
for the City to have these enhanced parks and facilities. 
 
Ms. Zielonka advised that DMB would install and maintain the perimeter landscaping along the 
arterial roads, including the landscaping along the right-of-ways. She said that more than an 
average number of parks with specialty features would be installed. She stated that these parks 
would require additional maintenance, therefore, DMB would reimburse the City for any 
maintenance costs over the standard. (See Pages 17 and 18 of Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Vice Mayor Somers, Dea McDonald, Senior Vice President of 
DMB Associates explained that school sites and joint-use fields were included in the Master 
Plan and would be located adjacent to the Great Park.  
 
Jill Hegardt, Vice President of Entitlements at DMB Associates, advised that DMB was working 
with both the Gilbert and Queen Creek School Districts. She noted that the development would 
be located within the boundaries of the Queen Creek School District. 
 
Ms. Zielonka advised that discussions with the Queen Creek School District were ongoing and a 
final agreement had not yet been reached however, school sites had been identified in the 
Master Plan. 
 
Ms. Zielonka continued with the presentation and said that DMB would install the improvements 
and maintain the landscaping along the sidewalks and PUFE. She said that DMB would also be 
responsible for sweeping the streets if, due to the special configuration of the streets, the City 
was unable to sweep them to their standards. She added that the City would be responsible for 
maintaining the sidewalks. (See Page 19 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Zielonka stated that DMB had requested that there not be any red curbs or “no parking” 
signs around the areas adjacent to the parks. She said that the City Traffic Engineer and the 
Fire Marshall have agreed to the request however, if a problem should arise DMB would be 
responsible for the installation of signs and the painting of the curbs. 
 
Responding to a question from Councilwoman Higgins, Mr. Sanderson explained that the street 
adjacent to the park would be narrow and there would not be any room for parking. He said that 
the City would not relinquish its authority to require “no parking” signs and if an issue should 
arise signs would be installed. He noted that parking on the street could not be enforced if there 
were no signs posted. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding parking issues that could arise if signs were not installed. 
 
Ms. Zielonka added that if parking adjacent to the park became a problem the City would 
require that DMB install signs and paint the curbs red. 
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Ms. Zielonka stated that non-standard street configurations could make it difficult for solid waste 
trucks to access the trash bins, therefore, designated plats for solid waste bids would be located 
in certain areas. (See Page 20 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Zielonka briefly discussed the City’s financial assurances and said that DMB had agreed to 
maintain a $50,000 deposit with the City. She said that the City would use the deposited funds 
to cover the cost of specialty items and that DMB would not let the balance of these funds fall 
below $10,000. (See Page 21 of Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Zielonka reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that addresses the essential 
infrastructure improvements such as water, wastewater and streets. She advised that the MOU 
would ensure that the infrastructure was in place before a building permit was issued and 
accepted by the Engineering Department.  
 
Ms. Zielonka outlined additional terms of the MOU as follows: 
 

• Completion of “essential builder improvements” agreements between DMB and the 
buyer 

• Construction of all “subdivision infrastructure” by all future developers  
• DMB to construct off-site improvements 
• Buyer must post a performance bond to DMB – DMB must complete improvements if 

buyer fails to do so in a timely manner and DMB would be reimbursed by the buyer 
• DMB must post a performance bond for offsite improvements for each buyer – City 

named as additional obligee 
• If subdivision improvements are not completed the City will not issue building permits 

until completed (excluding model homes) 
 

Ms. Zielonka concluded the presentation by saying that the plats, Maintenance Agreement and 
MOU would be on the June 25th agenda for Council consideration. 
 
Vice Mayor Somers remarked that the development could be the same “cookie-cutter, red-tile 
roof” homes that exist in certain neighborhoods or it could develop into something unique. He 
stated that since this would be the first development in the area it would lay the foundation for 
future development.  
 
Mr. McDonald commented that that working with City staff on this development had been an 
exciting process and he thanked staff for their efforts. 
 
Ms. Hegardt expressed her appreciation for the positive working relationship that has been 
established between DMB and City staff. 
 
Ms. Zielonka advised that staff would provide the Council with updates on the development in 
the future. 
 
Vice Mayor Somers thanked staff for the presentation. 
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2. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 
  
 Councilmember Kavanaugh:           National Economic Development Council Spring Conference 
 
 Vice Mayor Somers:           Pinal Partnership Breakfast Meeting 
              Arizona Town Hall Board of Directors  
  
3. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
Monday, June 18, 2012, 6:00 – Family Swim Night (District 1) 
 
Thursday, June 21, 2012, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
Thursday, June 21, 2012, 6:00 p.m. – Celebrate Mesa at Pioneer Park 

 
4. Items from citizens present. 
 
 There were no items from citizens present. 
  
5. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 8:09 a.m.   
 

________________________________ 
                  SCOTT SMITH, MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 14th day of June, 2012.   I further certify that 
the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.   
 
    ___________________________________ 
          LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
bdw 
(attachments – 1) 
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