
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 

 

MESA HOUSING AUTHORITY 
GOVERNING BOARD 

 
June 23, 2011 
 
The Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room 
of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on June 23, 2011 at 7:31 a.m. 
 
BOARDMEMBERS PRESENT BOARDMEMBERS  ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
   
Scott Smith, Chairman Alex Finter Christopher Brady 
Dina Higgins  Christopher Glover Debbie Spinner 
Dennis Kavanaugh 
Davie Richins 
William M. Egan, Sr. 

Scott Somers Linda Crocker 

   
(Chairman Smith excused Boardmember Finter, Boardmember Glover and Boardmember 
Somers from the entire meeting.) 

  
 Chairman Smith welcomed Mr. William Egan, Sr. who is a public member of the Mesa Housing 

Authority Governing Board. 
 
1-a. Conduct a public hearing to discuss the City of Mesa Housing Authority’s FY 2011 Public 

Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan. 
 
 Chairman Smith announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing to discuss the 

City of Mesa Housing Authority’s FY Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan. 
 
 Deputy Director of Developmental Services Tammy Albright addressed the Council and said 

that as part of the requirements for continued funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), the Mesa Housing Authority is required to prepare and submit a 
Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan. (See Attachment 1)  She stated that the only 
change in the plan relates to the homeless preference. She said this change is consistent with 
HUD’s definition of chronic homelessness. 

  
 There being no citizens wishing to speak, Chairman Smith declared the public hearing closed. 

 
1-b. Hear a presentation, discuss and take action on a resolution to approve the Housing Authority’s 

FY 2011 Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan – Resolution No. 11-1.  
 
 It was moved by Boardmember Richins, seconded by Boardmember Kavanaugh, that 

Resolution No. HGB11-1 be approved. 
           
  Chairman Smith declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
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1-c. Hear a presentation, discuss and take action on a resolution to close the Housing Choice 

Voucher Waiting List until further notice. – Resolution No. 11-2. 
 
 Ms. Albright advised that the Housing Choice Voucher Waiting List currently consists of over 

1,000 applications for housing assistance. She stated that HUD recommends that no more than 
200 to 300 applications be carried at a time. She said currently applications are still being 
accepted however, now that the preference has been changed as it relates to chronic 
homelessness HUD is recommending that the waiting list be closed. 

 
 Boardmember Egan commented that he was sorry that the newest members were not present 

today. He stated that due to his health issues he was not sure how long he would be able to 
continue his service on this committee. He acknowledged staff for their efforts and hard work in 
catering to HUD. He added that he would continue to be a strong supporter of HUD, as it brings 
approximately $10 million into the economy each year. 

 
 It was moved by Boardmember Higgins, seconded by Boardmember Kavanaugh, that 

Resolution No. HGB11-2 be approved. 
 
 Chairman Smith declared the motion carried unanimously by those present. 
 
2. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board meeting adjourned at 7:35 a.m.  
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
                                                                                        SCOTT SMITH, CHAIRMAN        
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Mesa 
Housing Authority Governing Board Meeting of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 23rd day of June 2011.  I 
further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 

bdw 
(attachments – 1) 



                           Housing and Revitalization Division 
www.mesaaz.gov 

 

20 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 1466, Mesa, AZ 85211-1466 
480.644.3536 Tel, 480.644.2923 Fax, 711 (AZ TDD Relay) 

 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m., closed Friday. 

 
If you are a person with a disability and require a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in the programs and services at the City of Mesa, please 
contact the Division Director at 480-644-3536 (Voice). You may be required to provide information to support your reasonable accommodation request. 

   

 
 

 
City of Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board Report 

 
DATE:  June 23, 2011 
 
TO:  City of Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board 
 
THROUGH: Patricia Sorensen, Assistant to the City Manager 
 
FROM:  Mary Berumen, Director, City of Mesa Housing Authority; 

Tammy Albright, Acting Director, Housing and Community Development 
Department 

 
SUBJECTS: Conduct a Public Hearing and Approve Mesa’s Public Housing Agency 

(PHA) Annual Plan submission to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) 

Purpose and Recommendation 
 
Staff is requesting the City of Mesa Housing Authority Governing Board complete the 
following actions at today’s Housing Governing Board meeting: 
 
Item 1) Convene a HUD-required public hearing regarding the City of Mesa 

Housing Authority’s FY 2011 Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan 
(Attachment A).  

 
Item 2) Adopt a resolution (Attachment B) approving the City of Mesa Housing 

Authority’s FY 2011 Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan 
(Attachment A). 

 
Item 3) Sign off on HUD Form 50077 (Attachment C), Chairman of the Board, 

Mayor Scott Smith. This Form is a required attachment to Mesa’s PHA 
Annual Plan submission to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). 

 
Item 4)  Adopt a resolution (Attachment D) approving the closure of Housing 

Choice Voucher Waiting List effective July 7, 2011, and until further 
notice.  
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Staff is recommending completion of Items 1-3 to facilitate submission of the Housing 
Authority’s Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan for FY 2011 to HUD. Submission of 
a Board approved Plan is required to receive continued funding from HUD. 
 
Staff is also recommending completion of Item 4 per HUD’s request and as detailed 
below. 

Background / Discussion 
 
As part of the requirements for continued funding from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), the Mesa Housing Authority is required to prepare and 
submit a Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan. The Annual Plan informs HUD of the 
goals and objectives the City of Mesa Housing Authority will pursue during the 
upcoming year relative to specific program areas. The Plan must be reviewed and 
approved by the Housing Governing Board before submission to HUD. The goals and 
objectives of the Plan are to assist eligible families in the City of Mesa with rental 
subsidy in compliance with federal regulations. 
 
The City of Mesa Housing Authority assists individuals and families whose incomes are 
not sufficient to afford quality affordable housing.  The City of Mesa Housing Authority 
receives funds annually from HUD to provide housing assistance in the form of rent 
subsidies to landlords on behalf of extremely low and low-income individuals and 
families, as defined by federal regulations.  At least 63% of the City of Mesa Housing 
Authority’s voucher holders are elderly and/or disabled.  Currently, there are 1,525 
vouchers available for lease, contributing more than $10 million to the local economy 
annually. 
 
Eligible families or individuals who receive a voucher can rent from any landlord who 
agrees to participate in the program.  Rental assistance allows families and individuals to 
live in quality affordable housing, while still retaining enough income to adequately 
afford food, clothing, transportation and medical needs.  The use of the Section 8 
Housing Choice Voucher reduces the concentration of low-income families in older 
areas and neighborhoods. 
 
At the conclusion of the 45-day public comment period, the governing body of the City 
of Mesa Housing Authority is required to convene a public hearing to discuss their 
Annual Plan (Attachment A) and prompt comment from the public regarding their 
proposed activities. All comments received during the 45-day public comment period 
and at today’s public hearing will be incorporated into the Plan and submitted to HUD as 
part of the final version. This approval is completed through a resolution (Attachment B) 
and submittal of HUD Form 50077 (Attachment C) that must be signed by the Board’s 
Chairman, Mayor Scott Smith. 
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The request to close the Mesa Housing Authority’s Waiting List stems from HUD’s 
concern that the previous opening of the List for the high-risk single homeless 
individuals may constitute a fair housing violation. HUD expressed concerns about the 
Housing Authority’s definition of homeless individuals and its opening of the List to 
these individuals only. To address HUD’s concerns, the Mesa Housing Authority, as part 
of its Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan for FY 2011/2012, is revising its local 
preferences included in its Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Administrative Plan by 
adopting HUD’s officially recognized definition of the chronically homeless as found in 
their September 2007 publication entitled Defining Chronic Homelessness: A Technical 
Guide for HUD Programs. 
 
Based on HUD’s recommendation, the Mesa Housing Authority’s homeless preferences 
change to the following: 1) A chronically homeless person as defined by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as “either (A) an 
unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has been 
continuously homeless for a year or more, OR (B) an unaccompanied individual with a 
disabling condition who has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three 
years.” HUD defines the term “homeless” as a person sleeping in a place not meant for 
human habitation (e.g. living on the streets, for example) OR living in a homeless 
emergency shelter. 
 
In addition to the homeless preference change and to further address HUD’s concerns, 
staff and the Resident Advisory Board (RAB) are requesting that the Board take action 
and adopt a resolution (Attachment D) approving the closure of the Housing Choice 
Voucher Waiting List effective July 7, 2011, and until further notice. The Waiting List 
currently holds approximately 1,000 tenants waiting for housing assistance. 

Fiscal Impact 
 
Approval of the FY 2011 Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan will ensure that the 
funds for the Housing Choice Voucher program will continue to be provided to the City 
of Mesa Housing Authority serving low-income families, the elderly and the disabled.   

Failure to close the Housing Choice Voucher Waiting List as recommended by HUD may 
result in legal action from affected residents and/or penalties or fines imposed by HUD. 

Concurrence 
 
Members of the Resident Advisory Board have reviewed the Mesa Housing Authority’s 
Public Housing Agency (PHA) Annual Plan for Fiscal Year 2011. Two of the three Resident 
Advisory Board (RAB) members approved the Plan at their May 4, 2011 meeting. All 
three Resident Advisory Board (RAB) members recommended closing the Housing 
Choice Voucher Waiting List at this time and until further notice. Questions, comments, 
or concerns by the RAB members can be found in Attachment F to the Plan.  
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