
 

    
  OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 
SUSTAINABILITY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 
 
May 12, 2011 
 
The Sustainability & Transportation Committee of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room 
of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on May 12, 2011 at 10:35 a.m.  
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT 

 
COMMITTEE ABSENT 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

   
Dina Higgins, Chairwoman  None Kari Kent 
Dennis Kavanaugh  Debbie Spinner 
Dave Richins   
 

Chairwoman Higgins stated that due to time constraints, items 2a, 2b and 2d would be 
continued to a future time and date.    

 
1. Items from citizens present. 
 

There were no items from citizens present. 
 

2-a. Hear a presentation and discuss the City’s slum and blighted property demolition program. 
 
 There was no presentation or discussion.  
  
2-b. Hear a presentation, discuss and make a recommendation on the Utility Service Fee. 
 
 There was no presentation or discussion.   
  
2-c. Hear a presentation, discuss and make a recommendation on formally establishing a Citywide 

Temporary Traffic Control Program. 
 
 Deputy Transportation Director/Traffic Engineer Alan Sanderson stated that he would make an 

abbreviated presentation concerning this matter.  
 

Mr. Sanderson displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 1) and reported that it 
was staff’s recommendation that the Council formally establish a Citywide Temporary Traffic 
Control (TTC) Program and authorize its expansion to cover all contractors working within the 
City right-of-way by adding a new Chapter 10, “Temporary Traffic Control,” to Title 10 of the 
Mesa City Code. He explained that “temporary traffic control” refers to non-permanent traffic 
controls that are used during construction, repair, operations and maintenance activities when it 
is necessary to restrict or reroute traffic.   
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 Mr. Sanderson advised that in February 2008, the Council directed staff to develop a 

comprehensive TTC Program to review, pre-approve, coordinate and inspect temporary traffic 
control in public rights-of-way. He noted that over the last year, the program has been phased in 
with City crews and contractors working for the City and proven to be very successful.  

 
Mr. Sanderson indicated that per the TTC Program, any person, contractor or agency, including 
City departments, needing to restrict a street, sidewalk or any other portion of a City 
transportation facility would be required to seek approval in advance from the Transportation 
Department for the restriction.  He said that such a process would avoid, for example, potential 
conflicting restrictions and also ensure that the restrictions are sufficient but not excessive. Mr. 
Sanderson added that the Transportation Department has created a map, which is available for 
review on the City’s website, which illustrates traffic restriction alerts and closures throughout 
the community. (See Page 24 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Sanderson further remarked that during the last year, staff identified and prevented conflicts 
between different projects and contractors on several occasions because of the TTC Program. 
He cited, for instance, that last spring, three different organizations were prevented from 
restricting lanes on Country Club Drive between Southern Avenue and US 60 when Alma 
School Road was restricted for pavement construction.  
 
Mr. Sanderson displayed a series of photographs illustrating examples of the improper 
placement of barricades, no pedestrian access, improper lane closure, and barricades left on a 
work site that are improperly stored. (See Pages 9 through 14 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Sanderson commented that a number of Valley communities have implemented similar TTC 
Programs. (See Page 26 of Attachment 1)  He also said that staff conducted outreach to various 
industry groups with respect to their proposal and received no opposition in this regard.   
 
It was moved by Committeemember Richins, seconded by Committeemember Kavanaugh, to 
recommend to the Council that a Citywide Temporary Traffic Control (TTC) Program be 
established and that a new Chapter 10, “Temporary Traffic Control,” be added to Title 10 of the 
Mesa City Code to formally authorize the TTC Program to apply to all contractors working within 
the City right-of-way.  
 
Committeemember Richins noted that the process appeared to be “standard practice” in the 
Valley and that Mesa “is coming late to the party.” He stated that the map on the City website 
would make it easier for crews and contractors to determine where traffic restrictions are 
located. Committeemember Richins added that he liked the fact that the TTC Program was 
phased in with City crews and contractors working for the City. 
 
Chairwoman Higgins called for the vote. 
 
           Carried unanimously.  
 
Chairwoman Higgins thanked Mr. Sanderson for the presentation.  
 
Deputy City Manager Kari Kent stated that staff would schedule another meeting to present the 
other three agenda items.  
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2-d. Hear a presentation and discuss the Central Main Street Plan. 
 
 There was no presentation or discussion.  
 
3. Adjournment. 
 
 Without objection, the Sustainability and Transportation Committee meeting adjourned at 10:40 

a.m. 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the 
Sustainability & Transportation Committee meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 12th day of 
May 2011.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
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