
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
May 23, 2013 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on May 23, 2013 at 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 
   
Alex Finter Scott Smith Christopher Brady 
Dina Higgins* Christopher Glover Debbie Spinner 
Dennis Kavanaugh  Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Dave Richins   
Scott Somers   
   

(*Councilwoman Higgins participated in the meeting through the use of telephonic equipment.) 
 

Vice Mayor Finter excused Mayor Smith and Councilmember Glover from the entire meeting. 
 
1-a. Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction on an update of the ArtPlace project at the 

Mesa Arts Center. 
 
 Arts and Culture Director Cindy Ornstein displayed a PowerPoint presentation (See 

Attachment 1) and reported that on Monday, May 20, 2013, ArtPlace America awarded a total 
of $15.2 million in grants to 54 organizations throughout the country. She stated that she was 
pleased to announce that the City of Mesa was selected to receive a $300,000 grant. She 
acknowledged that the amount was less than the $575,000 the City initially requested, but noted 
that it was a generous award nonetheless that will help staff move forward with the 21st Century 
Café Society concept at the Mesa Arts Center (MAC).     

 
 Ms. Ornstein explained that various concept refinements have occurred in order to 

accommodate a smaller budget and also respond to certain questions and concerns that were 
expressed by ArtPlace representatives during the grant application process. She highlighted 
ArtPlace’s concerns as follows: 1.) That the project was specific to the City of Mesa and 
reflected the community; and 2.) That the project attempt to ameliorate Arizona’s hot desert 
climate and be as usable as possible for visitors.   

 
 Ms. Ornstein briefly discussed the ArtPlace grant activities, including the Digital Community 

Bulletin Board, which consists of one large rectangular box with five multimedia screens. She 
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noted that the original concept called for two or three bulletin boards and said that number was 
reduced in order to lower costs and incorporate other features into the project.   

 
Ms. Ornstein further remarked that the MAC campus is “Mesa’s family photo headquarters” and 
pointed out that visitors come to the site on a daily basis to use it as a backdrop for their 
photographs. She commented that a new concept that has been included in the project is a 
Photo Booth kiosk. She said that a camera will be installed in the kiosk and visitors would have 
the ability to take photographs, which are then automatically uploaded onto one of the screens 
in the kiosk.  
 
Ms. Ornstein, in addition, reviewed the non-grant ArtPlace elements of the project, such as the 
construction of a new stage. (See Page 5 of Attachment 1) She noted that a majority of the 
funding for the new stage has been derived from the Mesa Arts Alliance.  
 
Ms. Ornstein pointed out that several Councilmembers had inquired about the idea of adding 
steps to the western side of the stage. She explained that MAC staff explored the issue with 
other City departments and determined that there were certain challenges (i.e., the location of 
an underwater storm drain that Fire trucks could not drive over) that would change the original 
concept of the stage and make it less effective. She added that for those reasons, staff does not 
recommend moving forward with such a proposal.   
 
Ms. Ornstein advised that another non-grant ArtPlace element of the project is a shade 
sculpture that will be installed on the north patio of the MAC campus. She said that the purpose 
of the sculpture is to create a more climate-friendly area where people can gather. She noted 
that through a Request for Proposals (RFP) process, the City will commission an artist to design 
the shade sculpture that uses the MAC shade sail theme, incorporates sculptural elements, and 
creates patterns on the pavement as the sun moves across the sky. She also remarked that the 
artist would work with Michael Tingley, the architect of the MAC, to ensure that the integrity of 
the original architectural design was maintained. She added that due to a smaller overall 
budget, Phase 1 of the project would only include the design of the shade sculpture and said 
that the design would be used to raise money to build the sculpture.   
 
Ms. Ornstein also discussed a variety of North Plaza renovations that would be performed 
during Phase 2 of the project and for which it would be necessary to raise funds. (See Page 7 of 
Attachment 1) She said that staff would solicit feedback and input from the community to ensure 
that the design of the plaza serves the needs of Mesa residents, local artists and various arts 
organizations.  
 
Ms. Ornstein displayed a chart titled “Overall Estimated Costs,” which illustrates the project 
costs for Phase 1 and Phase 2. (See Page 8 of Attachment 1)  
 
Councilmember Kavanaugh commented that earlier this week, he attended a conference of the 
International Downtown Association, which focuses on how the arts and innovation can activate 
downtown areas. He noted that he happened to be in the company of ArtsPlace representatives 
when the grants were announced and stated that it was exciting that Mesa was selected as a 
recipient of such an award.  
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Councilmember Kavanaugh further remarked that the project is a creative way in which to utilize 
the outdoor setting of the MAC. He added that he was hopeful that the City would be successful 
in raising the necessary funds in order to move forward with the project.    
 
In response to a comment from Councilmember Kavanaugh, Ms. Ornstein clarified that although 
it was necessary to raise $50,000 in order to purchase the tables and chairs for the café area, 
they would be installed during Phase 1 of the project.    
 
Vice Mayor Finter thanked Ms. Ornstein for the presentation and said he looked forward to the 
project moving forward.  

 
2. Information pertaining to the current Job Order Contracting projects. 
 
 Responding to a question from Councilwoman Higgins, City Engineer Beth Huning displayed a 

PowerPoint presentation (See Attachment 2) and clarified that staff is, in fact, moving forward 
with the construction of a new MAC Pavilion Stage (Job Order Project No. 3). She pointed out 
that Ms. Ornstein previously discussed an idea of adding steps to one side of the stage, which 
staff does not recommend. She explained that there are various items that are already 
constructed underground that would interfere with accomplishing such a proposal.    

 
 In response to a question from Vice Mayor Finter, Ms. Huning explained that by using the Job 

Order Contracting process, the City is saving taxpayer dollars and also completing projects in a 
more timely fashion.  

 
 Ms. Huning, in addition, reported that yesterday, the City of Mesa hosted a very successful 

Mesa Subcontractor and Supplier Fair at the Mesa Convention Center. She stated that the 
event attracted more than 176 individuals from Mesa-based firms and said that the goal was to 
afford those companies an opportunity to compete for various City projects. She also thanked 
Parks, Recreation and Commercial Facilities (PRCF) Department staff for their efforts and hard 
work in facilitating the event.   

 
 Ms. Huning further remarked that Centennial, one of the City’s Job Order contractors, is 

currently working on a space in downtown Mesa and also opening an office in the area.    
 
 Vice Mayor Finter thanked Ms. Huning and her staff for hosting the Mesa Subcontractor and 

Supplier Fair for Mesa-based firms. He stated that it was one of the Council’s goals to 
encourage local companies to compete for City projects.  

  
3. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 
  
 There were no reports on meetings and/or conferences attended.  
  
4. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
Thursday, May 30, 2013, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session  
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5. Items from citizens present.   
 
 There were no items from citizens present.  
 
6. Convene an Executive Session. 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Kavanaugh, seconded by Councilmember Somers, that the 
Council adjourn the Study Session at 7:45 a.m. and enter into Executive Session. 
 
Vice Mayor Finter declared the motion carried unanimously by those present.  
          
6-a. Discussion or consultation for legal advice with the City Attorney. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A 

(3)) Discussion or consultation with the City Attorney in order to consider the City’s 
position and instruct the City Attorney regarding the City’s position regarding contracts 
that are the subject of negotiations, in pending or contemplated litigation or in settlement 
discussions conducted in order to avoid or resolve litigation. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A(4))  

 
 1. Heinze v. City of Mesa, et al., CV10-02385-PHX-SRB  

 
7. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Executive Session adjourned at 8:28 a.m.  
 
 
 

________________________________ 
               ALEX FINTER, VICE MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 23rd day of May, 2013.  I further certify that 
the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

 
     
    ___________________________________ 
        DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
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