
ORDINANCE NO. 5{ 0/ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, PROPOSING TO 
AMEND SECTION 201(F) OF THE MESA CITY CHARTER TO 
STATE THAT IF LESS THAN THREE (3) CANDIDATES FILE 
NOMINATING PETITIONS, QUALIFYING AS CANDIDATES 
FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR OR DISTRICT 
COUNCILMEMBER, THE PRIMARY ELECTION WILL BE 
DISPENSED WITH FOR THAT OFFICE AND THE 
CANDIDATES WILL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT FOR THE 
GENERAL ELECTION. 

WHEREAS, the Mesa City Charter currently requires a primary election for the Office 
of Mayor and District Councilmember, regardless of the number of candidates; 

WHEREAS, voter turnout is greater during the general election than the pnmary 
election, 

WHEREAS, Council wants to promote voter participation, and 

WHEREAS, Council deems it appropriate to change the City Charter to state that if less 
than 3 candidates file nomination petitions for the Office of Mayor or District Councilmember, 
the primary election will be dispensed with for that office and the candidates will appear on the 
ballot for the general election. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mesa, Arizona, 
as follows: 

Section 1: That Section 201 of the Mesa City Charter is amended as follows, subject to approval 
by the voters of the City of Mesa and the Governor of the State of Arizona: 

201(F) ELECTIONS. Elections for Mayor and/or Councilmember shall be held in each even 
numbered year as provided in Article VII. Districts that contain the residences of 
Councilmembers 'Nhose first four (4) year term expires in 2000 shall each elect one (1) district 
Councilmember in the 2000 City election cycle. A drawing by lot of the remaining districts shall 
be conducted, if necessary, to insure that there shall be elections in three (3) of the six (6) 
districts in the 2000 City election cycle. These three (3) districts shall hold district City Council 
elections every four (4) years. The remaining three (3) districts shall hold district City Council 
elections every four (4) years beginning in the 2002 City election cycle. 

1. PRIMARY ELECTION. A PRIMARY ELECTION WILL BE HELD 
WHENEVER THREE (3) OR MORE CANDIDATES FILE NOMINATION 
PETITIONS, QUALIFYING AS CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF MAYOR 
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OR OFFICE OF DISTRICT COUNCILMEMBER. Any candidate for the office of 
Mayor OR OFFICE OF DISTRICT COUNCILMEMBER who shall receive at the 
primary election the number of votes constituting a majority of all of the valid ballots cast 
for THAT the office of Mayor shall be declared elected. Any candidate for the office of 
district Councilmember ·who shall receive at the primar)' election the number of votes 
constituting a majority of all of the valid ballots cast for the office of Councilmember in 
that district shall be declared elected. IF LESS THAN THREE (3) CANDIDATES 
FILE NOMINATION PETITIONS, QUALIFYING AS CANDIDATES FOR THE 
OFFICE OF MAYOR OR DISTRICT COUNCILMEMBER, THE PRIMARY 
ELECTION WILL BE DISPENSED WITH FOR THAT OFFICE AND THE 
CANDIDATES WILL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT FOR THE GENERAL 
ELECTION. If a voter votes for two (2) or more candidates for a certain office, that 
ballot and vote shall not count for that same office. Nothing on the ballot shall indicate 
the affiliation of any candidate with any other person, party, or group. 

2. GENERAL ELECTION. A general election shall be held for those seats where no 
candidate was elected at the primary election. For the office of Mayor and for each 
district Councilmember seat, the two (2) persons (or more than two (2) in the event of a 
tie vote) receiving the highest number of valid votes cast for that office shall be the only 
persons named on the ballot at the general election. 

Section 2: Effective Date: In accordance with Section 903(C) of the Mesa City Charter, this 
ordinance and the Charter amendment it describes shall not go into effect unless approved by a 
majority of the voters voting at the next City election and approved by the Governor of the State 
of Arizona. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESA, MARICOPA 
COUNTY, ARIZONA, this 2nct day of July, 2012. 

APPROVED: 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 
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