
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

October 4, 2010 

The City Council of the City of Mesa met ina Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on October 4,2010 at 5:02 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

Scott Smith None Christopher Brady 
Alex Finter Debbie Spinner 
Dina Higgins Linda Crocker 
Kyle Jones 
Dennis Kavanaugh 
Dave Richins 
Scott Somers 

Councilwoman Higgins participated in the meeting via telephonic equipment. 

1. 	 Review items on the agenda for the October 4,2010 Regular Council meeting. 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 

Conflict of interest declared: None 

Items removed from the consent agenda: None 

Items added to the consent agenda: None 

2. 	 Hear a presentation and discuss status of the Fiesta District/Southern Avenue Streetscaping 
project. 

Economic Development Project Manager Patrick Murphy addressed the Council and said that 
City Engineer Beth Huning and Transportation Director Dan Cleavenger were also present to 
discuss the Fiesta District. He displayed a PowerPoint presentation (see Attachment 1) and 
noted that the boundaries of the Fiesta District are the U.S. 60 to the south, the development on 
the north side of Southern Avenue, the Tempe City limits to the west and Extension Road to the 
east. Mr. Murphy outlined the history of the project (see page 2 of Attachment 1) and noted that 
this presentation addresses the streets cape component. 
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Mr. Cleavenger advised that staff's goal was to complete the Street Name Sign Project prior to 
the holiday shopping season. He stated that 51 signs, some of which will be illuminated utilizing 
LED (light-emitting diode) technology, would be placed in 16 intersections (see page 4 of 
Attachment 1) with installation scheduled for completion by November 1, 2010. 

Mayor Smith commented that the signs are simply the beginning of a long process of rebranding 
the Fiesta District in order to develop future opportunities. 

City Engineer Beth Huning noted that in February, the Council authorized staff to proceed with 
conceptual designs for the Streetscaping Project (see page 5 of Attachment 1) and begin to 
implement the Fiesta District Handbook along the street corridors. She advised that following a 
search for a unique consultant, the firm that received the highest ranking in the process (see 
page 6 of Attachment 1) was the Kreuzer Consulting Group. She stated that the Kreuzer 
Consulting Group would serve as the Project Manager, along with specialty consultants from the 
Valley (see page 7 of Attachment 1), and she further stated that the consultants comprise a 
well-rounded team with extensive experience (see page 8 of Attachment 1). 

Ms. Huning outlined the key tasks to be accomplished (see page 9 of Attachment 1). She noted 
that the City has a $1 million grant that requires a $400,000 match for the Fiesta Paseo 
Pathway Project. Ms. Huning advised that the conSUltants were requested to provide three 
different concepts for the project along with the costs for each alternative. She reviewed the 
projected timeline (see page 10 of Attachment 1) and stated that the alternatives and the 
estimated cost information would be presented to the Council in late summer of 2011. 

Councilmember Finter expressed concern that a project funded by City of Mesa secondary 
property taxes was awarded to a' California firm, although some of the work would be 
subcontracted to local firms. He noted that contracts for professional services do not require 
Council approval, but he believed that additional checks and balances should be implemented. 
Councilmember Finter suggested that a Council Committee review the process in the future. 

Ms. Huning explained that this contract accounts for approximately ten to fifteen percent of the 
design. She said that currently 52 percent of the project is with Valley firms. 

In response to comments by Councilmember Finter, Ms, Huning said that gray areas exist when 
defining a firm as being local. She cited the example of a consulting firm whose owner and the 
majority of his employees reside in Mesa, but the business address is in another Valley city. 

City Manager Christopher Brady said that he was unaware of any procurement process in the 
country that considered being a "local business" as a major factor in awarding a contract. He 
noted that local businesses are considered and encouraged, but that is not the primary reason 
for awarding a contract. 

Ms. Huning added that Title 34 of the State Statutes requires that the procurement of 
conSUltants and contractors be based on qualifications. She added that consultants are required 
to explain how Mesa businesses would ~e utilized in the project. 

Councilmember Finter stated the opinion that some subjectivity exists regarding these contracts. 
He added that professional services account for millions of dollars, and he would like to have a 
review of the process. 
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Mayor Smith commented that at one time Mesa firms felt excluded, whether that was real or 
perceived. He said that the City has been conducting outreach to local firms to explain the City's 
processes and encourage their participation. Mayor Smith noted that, in addition to a desire to 
secure the best, the City must comply with State Statutes. He reported that a recent joint 
outreach with Mesa Public Schools was very successful in attracting a large number of local 
businesses. 

Councilmember Kavanaugh said that the public should be assured that the project is moving 
forward at a deliberate pace. He noted that the process of retaining consultants and planning 
the project is very time-consuming, and he thanked staff for their efforts. Councilmember 
Kavanaugh stated the opinion that the consultant has an excellent record, and he added that 
many employees of Valley subcontractors on the project may live in Mesa even though the 
business is located in another municip~lity. . 

Mayor Smith thanked staff for the presentation. 

3. 	 Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 

Vice Mayor Jones: National League of Cities Public Safety and Crime Prevention 
Steering Committee meeting. 

Councilmember Kavanaugh: National League of Cities Information Technology and 
Communications Committee meeting. 


Council member Somers: District 6 Pancake Breakfast. 


4. 	 Scheduling of meetings and general information. 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 

Thursday, October 7, 2010, 7:30 a.m. - Study Session 

Saturday, October 16,2010,8: a.m. - Rockin' on Ray Road 

Saturday, October 23,2010,8 a.m. - Mesa's Financial Planning Day at the Convention Center 

5. 	 Prescheduled Public Opinion Appearances. 

Monica Labadie addressed the Council and stated that she wanted to make the Council aware 
of two outstanding judgments (copies are available for review in the City Clerk's Office) against 
Randy Miller of Legacy Sports Group Limited, a firm that made a presentation (a copy of the 
presentation is available for review in the City Clerk's Office) to Mayor Smith and Tom Ricketts 
of the Chicago Cubs regarding a proposal to construct the Cubs Stadium. She expressed the 
hope that the Council would consider this information as the project moves forward. 

Mayor Smith clarified, and Mr. Brady concurred, that the City has had no discussions or taken 
any action since that presentation regarding the site or plans for the Cubs Stadium. 
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6. Adjournment. 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 

SCOTT SMITH, MAYOR 

ATIEST: 

LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 4th day of October 2010. I further certify that 
the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 

baa 

Attachment (1) 














