
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
September 27, 2010 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on September 27, 2010 at 4:48 p.m. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 

 
 
COUNCIL ABSENT 

 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT 

   
Mayor Scott Smith None Christopher Brady 
Alex Finter  Debbie Spinner 
Dina Higgins  Linda Crocker 
Kyle Jones   
Dennis Kavanaugh   
Dave Richins   
Scott Somers   
  
  (Councilmember Somers attended the meeting via telephonic equipment.) 
 
1. Review items on the agenda for the September 27, 2010 Regular Council meeting. 
 
 All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 

noted: 
 
 Conflict of interest: None 
 
 Items removed from the consent agenda: 6-a 
 
 Items added to the consent agenda: None 
 
2. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended.     
 
 Vice Mayor Jones:  District 4 Pancake Breakfast 
 

Councilmember Richins: National League of Cities Community and Economic Development 
Steering Committee meeting 

 
Mayor Smith: U.S. Conference of Mayors meeting 
 
Mayor Smith stated that the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, in partnership with the National 
League of Cities, awarded the City of Mesa a $3 million grant as part of the Communities 
Learning in Partnership Initiative. He explained that Mesa competed for the grant with a number 
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of communities nationwide and noted that the grant monies would be used, in part, to 
encourage young adults to continue with a postsecondary education and also to address the 
educational needs of underserved students between 16 and 26. Mayor Smith also remarked 
that the City of Mesa would partner with Mesa Public Schools and Mesa Community College in 
an effort to achieve those goals.  He added that New York City, San Francisco and Riverside, 
California also were awarded grants.   

 
3. Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
   

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010, 10:00 a.m. – Fire Station 215 Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
 
Thursday, September 30, 3010, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
Thursday, September 30, 2010, 2:00 p.m. – “Doing Business with the City of Mesa” Event 

 
4. Prescheduled Public Opinion Appearances. 
 

a. Hear from John Retzger regarding the Mesa Police Department. 
 
 John Retzger expressed a series of concerns regarding alleged corruption in the Mesa Police 

Department and the City Attorney’s Office and noted that he would like to meet with the Council 
to discuss the matter. He stated that the Police have “made up charges” against him and added 
that he intended to file a Notice of Claim against the City of Mesa for violating his civil rights.  

 
5. Convene an Executive Session. 
 
 It was moved by Vice Mayor Jones, seconded by Councilmember Kavanaugh, that the Council 

adjourn the Study Session at 5:11 p.m. and enter into an Executive Session. 
 

a. Discussion or consultation with the City Attorney in order to consider the City’s position 
and instruct the City Attorney regarding the City’s position regarding contracts that are 
the subject of negotiations, in pending or contemplated litigation or in settlement 
discussions conducted in order to avoid litigation. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A(4)) Discussion or 
consultation with designated representatives of the City in order to consider the City’s 
position and instruct the City’s representatives regarding negotiations for the purchase, 
sale or lease of real property. (A.R.S. §38-431.03A (7)) 

 
1. Chicago Cubs Spring Training  
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6. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Executive Session adjourned at 5:48 p.m.   
 
 

________________________________ 
                  SCOTT SMITH, MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 27th day of September 2010.  I further certify 
that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

         
 
 
    ___________________________________ 
          LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
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