
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

MINUTES 

September 30, 2010 

The Local Redevelopment Authority of the City of Mesa met in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on September 30,2010 at 7:41 a.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 

Chairperson Scott Smith Dennis Kavanaugh 	 Christopher Brady 
Alex Finter 	 Debbie Spinner 
Dina Higgins 	 Linda Crocker 
Kyle Jones 
Dave Richins 
Scott Somers 

Chairperson Smith excused Boardmember Kavanaugh from the entire meeting. 

1. 	 Hear a presentation, discuss and provide direction regarding the proposed criteria for the Vision 
and Strategic Planning that will be undertaken regarding the Base Relocation and Closure 
process for the disposition of the former Air Force Research Lab. 

Chairperson Smith stated that the Local Redevelopment Authority was formed approximately 
five months ago specifically to address the reuse of the Air Force Research Lab. 

Economic Development Project Manager Patrick Murphy displayed a PowerPoint presentation 
(see Attachment 1) to provide an overview of the criteria for the reuse of the former Air Force 
Research Lab located in proximity to the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. He outlined the vision, 
goals and guiding principles (see pages 2, 3 and 4 of Attachment 1) that have been established 
for the reuse of the facility. Mr. Murphy referred to the evaluation criteria (see page 5 of 
Attachment 1) that would be utilized in reviewing the Notices of Interest, which have a 
submission deadline of October 12, 2010. 

City Manager Christopher Brady said that the Board would have an opportunity to review the 
Notices of Interest, and he added that the Notices would serve as valuable resources in 
formulating the Redevelopment Plan. 

At the request of Mayor Smith, Mr. Murphy explained that the Office of Economic Adjustment 
works with the Department of Defense to assist communities that are going through activities 
covered by the Base Relocation and Closure Act. He stated that an Office of Economic 
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Adjustment grant would fund the cost for a consultant to prepare the Redevelopment Plan along 
with the Homeless Submission Report that is required in conjunction with the Plan. 

Mr. Brady said that an important step for the City is to immediately pursue a lease-back 
arrangement with the Air Force during the transition period so that empty portions of the facility 
can be leased out by the City as they become available. He explained that the process for the 
City to purchase the property could take more than a year, and he added that the lease-back 
arrangement is a very common practice in these types of situations. 

Mayor Smith reported that he and staff met with Office of Economic Adjustment and Air Force 
personnel in Washington, D.C. regarding this process. He stated that the Local Redevelopment 
Authority, with community involvement, is the only legal method to develop the property for 
reuse. Mayor Smith noted that the Board has the responsibility to create a plan that maximizes 
the economic development opportunity for the community. 

Mayor Smith thanked Mr. Murphy for the presentation. 

2. Adjournment. 

Without objection, the Local Redevelopment Authority meeting adjourned at 7:41 a.m. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Local 
Redevelopment Authority meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 30th day of September, 
2010. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

LINDA CROCKER, CITY CLERK 
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Aerial view of Research Facility 

Vision 

Create a nationally recognized center of 
aerospace, defense and homeland security 
research and development utilizing the assets of 
Air Force Research Lab (AFRL), capitalizing on 
both the existing physical infrastructure and 
intellect of the existing workforce, thereby 
maximizing the economic and social benefit to the 
nation and our community, while addressing 
important community needs. 
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Goal 


Utilize this opportunity to maximize the reuse 
of the Air Force Research Lab in a creative 
and visionary way that provides maximum 
benefit to the community by retaining and 
creating high value jobs, promoting economic 
opportunity, and meeting community needs. 

Guiding Principles 

-Build public participation in and support for a 
Redevelopment Plan (including publicly held 
meetingslinformation's sessions in accordance with 
federally mandated law) and the Homeless Assistance 
Submission. 

-Seek out partners, collaborators, and assistance as 
appropriate or necessary to achieve a successful reuse of 
the facility and meet community goals. 

-Develop and prepare a Redevelopment Plan and Homeless 
Assistance Submission as expeditiously as possible. 
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Guiding Principles 

Execute a mUlti-dimensional approach to the 
assessment of and planning for the reuse of the site and 
facility, noting its unique physical and intellectual assets. 

Extensive Public Participation dictates an "extensive, 
open and inclusive public participation program" 
including the use.of community sessions, discussions 
with stakeholders, consultations with homeless services 
providers and other interested groups and individuals. 

Guiding Principles 

-Smart Growth entails the use of strategies that 
promote sustainable development and balance 
economic development, environmental protection, 
and the preservation or enhancement of the quality 
of life for Mesa residents. 

-Address the objectives outlined in the City Council 
Strategic Initiatives; specifically, the Economic 
Development and Regional Leadership Initiatives. 
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Objectives (criteria for evaluation) 

-Maximize the reuse of the unique physical and 
intellectual assets of the current facility and 
operations. 

-Capitalize on the various studies that have 
been completed for the surrounding area (i.e.; 
Gateway Plan, Airport Master Plan). 

-Build on the improvements and progress 
already made in the surrounding area since 
the Williams Air Force Base was closed. 

Objectives (criteria for evaluation) 

-Seek uses of the site that complement and 
add value to the surrounding area in an 
economically feasible and sustainable manner. 

-Promote economic opportunity, maintain the 
tax base, and maintain or create jobs in the 
community. 

-Reflect community consensus, considering all 
aspects of the potential reuse alternatives and 
balancing the needs of all interested parties 
and the community. 
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Thank You 


Questions? 
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