
   
  

CITY OF MESA 
MINUTES OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
 

DATE: February 15, 2007   TIME: 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

STAFF PRESENT 
 

STAFF ABSENT 

Jeff Jarvis, Chair 
Adam Decker, Vice Chair 
Nabil Abou-Haidar 
Steve Chucri 
Linda Flick 
Gary Gallagher 
Dean Taylor 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Christine Close 
 
 

Shelly Allen 
Sue Cason 
Cathy Ji 
Patrick Murphy 
Katrina Rogers 
Wahid Alam 
 

 
 
 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

The February 15, 2007 meeting of the Downtown Development Committee was 
called to order at 7:32 a.m. at the City Council Chambers, Upper Level 57 E. First 
Street by Chair Jeff Jarvis. 
 
 

2. Approval of Minutes of the January 18, 2007 Regular Meeting. 
 

It was moved by Adam Decker and seconded by Dean Taylor to approve the 
minutes of January 18, 2007. 
 
Vote:  7 in favor 
 0 opposed 

 
 
3. Discuss and consider Design Review Case No. DR06-05TC for the Falles 

Parades Retail Center located at 316 E. University Drive.  (Applicant has 
requested a continuation to the March 15, 2007 Downtown Development 
Committee meeting.) 

 
It was moved by Adam Decker and seconded by Nabil Abou-Haidar to continue 
Design Review Case No. DR06-05TC for the Falles Parades Retail Center 
located at 316 E. University Drive to the March 15, 2007 Downtown 
Development Committee meeting. 
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Vote:  7 in favor 
 0 opposed  
 

 
4. Discuss and consider GPMinor07-01 Text Amendment to the Mesa 2025 

General Plan.  (All Council Districts).  Minor General Plan Amendment to 
change the text in Chapter 14 titled Plan Administration of the Mesa 2025 
General Plan adopted on June 24, 2002.  In particular, the Text Amendment  
deals with specific revisions to Section 14.2.1 for Major Amendment Definition 
and Section 14.2.2 for Major Amendment Process. 

 
 Mr. Wahid Alam, Senior Planner, stated that the Planning and Zoning Staff are 

requesting a Minor General Plan Amendment to modify Chapter 14 of the Mesa 2025 
General Plan adopted on June 24, 2002.  There are two items for consideration (Part 
I and Part II).  Part I is to consider modifying the definition of what constitutes a Major 
General Plan amendment and Part II is to consider a text revision of Section 14.2.2 to 
eliminate the requirement to consider the case at the same time as the hearing. 

 
 Part I deals with the definition of a Major Plan Amendment.  The City Council directed 

the Planning Staff to consider a revision to the definition to make it more flexible and 
effective in various economic activity areas.  Currently, Mesa has 4 economic activity 
areas throughout the city of basically 40, 20 and 320 acres.  The Planning Staff 
agreed that it would be effective to define most of the land use changes as Minor 
Amendments for the Town Center Development Area (Downtown) and West Mesa 
since that would provide more flexibility for redevelopment.  However, other economic 
activity areas of Mesa such as Williams Gateway and Falcon Field Airports with a 
strong employment base, should be protected for industrial and commercial 
development.  These areas should require a Major Amendment for any applications 
proposing a change from non-residential land uses to residential land uses.  The 
purpose is to discourage the change of employment base land allocation and protect 
Mesa’s investment in those areas for long-term sustainability.   

 
 The Planning Staff recommends the definition of Major Plan Amendments be 

modified utilizing the Economic Activity Areas as identified in the Mesa 2025 General 
Plan to recognize the needs in different areas of the community.  The Economic 
Activity Areas are as follows: 

 
 Group One:  Williams Gateway and Falcon Field Airports are major industrial 

employment centers and areas affected by aircraft noise.  These areas need 
the most protection from changes from employment uses to residential uses. 

 
 Group Two:  Superstition Freeway Corridor (US 60), Superstition Springs 

Center and Fiesta Quadrant are mostly developed with employment 
generating land uses and do not have large tracts of vacant land for 
development. 

 
 Group Three:  Red Mountain Freeway and Union Pacific Business Corridor 

are mostly developed areas in West Mesa with either large retail centers or 
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heavy industrial facilities.  The current General Plan Land Uses support such 
activities that need protection from residential encroachment. 

 
 Group Four:  The Town Center Development Area needs the greatest 

flexibility for redevelopment to make the area more vibrant and livable for 
residents and visitors alike. 

 
Part II of the request is to consider a text change on item #2 of Section 14.2.2 of the 
Mesa 2025 General Plan to eliminate the requirement to have the request considered 
(acted on) at the same time as the hearing.  While the City Council could still act 
upon the request at the same time, this change will also give them the option to 
continue the case for further deliberation.  The proposed change is as follows: 
 
 Section 14.2.2 Major Amendment Administrative Process:  Applications for 

Major Amendments shall be presented at a public hearing and considered by 
the Mesa City Council only at one time per calendar year. 

 
Staff recommends approval of the amendments to the Mesa 2025 General Plan as 
described above.  

 
It was moved by Adam Decker and seconded by Linda Flick to recommend 
approval of GPMinor07-01 Text Amendment to the Mesa 2025 General Plan.  
(All Council Districts).  Minor General Plan Amendment to change the text in 
Chapter 14 titled Plan Administration of the Mesa 2025 General Plan adopted 
on June 24, 2002.  In particular, the Text Amendment deals with specific 
revisions to Section 14.2.1 for Major Amendment Definition and Section 12.2.2 
for Major Amendment Process as submitted. 

 
Vote:  7 in favor 
 0 opposed 
 
 

5. Board Member Comments 
 

No Comments were made. 
 
 
6. Director’s Report - Shelly Allen 
 

Ms. Shelly Allen gave the Director’s Report at the Study Session. 
 
 

7. Report from Downtown Mesa Association – Tom Verploegen, President  
 
Mr. Tom Verploegen was unable to attend. 
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8. Items from Citizens Present (No action can be taken) 
 

There were no items. 
 
 

9. Adjournment 
 

With there being no further business, this meeting of the Downtown Development 
Committee adjourned at 7:42 a.m. 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Shelly Allen, Town Center Development Director 
Minutes prepared by Sue Cason  


