
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
November 29, 2006 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Joint meeting with the Town Council of the Town of 
Queen Creek held at the ASU Polytechnic – Cooley Ballroom, 7001 E. Williams Field Rd. on November 
29, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT STAFF PRESENT QUEEN CREEK 

COUNCIL PRESENT 
QUEEN CREEK  
STAFF PRESENT 

    
Keno Hawker, Mayor Christopher Brady Art Sanders, Mayor John Cross 
Rex Griswold Scott Butler Gail Barney Wayne Balmer 
Kyle Jones Jack Friedline Lisa Coletto-Cohen Jennifer Robinson 
Tom Rawles Heidi Gast Gordon Mortensen Mark Young 
Scott Somers Jim Huling   
Claudia Walters 
Mike Whalen 

Barbara Jones 
Lynn Kusy 

QUEEN CREEK 
COUNCIL ABSENT 

 

 John Wesley   
  Joyce Hildebrandt  
  Toni Valenzuela  
  Jon Wooten  
 
1. Welcome and Introductions. 
 
Mayor Hawker informed those present that this meeting is posted as a public meeting with agenda 
items for discussion duly noticed in order to comply with the open meeting law.  At the request of Mayor 
Hawker each person in attendance introduced themselves. 
 
2. Land use planning. 
 

a. Next Steps for Urban Land Institute (ULI) Study 
b. Coordination between municipalities 

 
Queen Creek Mayor Sanders stated his appreciation for the close working relationship between the 
Town of Queen Creek and the City of Mesa.  Mayor Sanders stressed the importance of joint efforts 
with regional issues such as transportation and Williams Gateway.  He stated the opinion that because 
impacts to the City of Mesa regarding regional issues also affect the Town of Queen Creek, 
collaborative efforts in regional areas of concern is an effective way to conduct business.  Mayor 
Sanders stated on behalf of the Town of Queen Creek his willingness to assist the City of Mesa with 
issues that require joint efforts.  



Joint Meeting – Mesa City Council 
Town of Queen Creek 
November 29, 2006 
Page 2 
 
 
 
Contract Planner Wayne Balmer outlined the timeframe for the ULI Study.  He indicated that a draft 
copy has been received from Executive Director of the East Valley Partnership, Roc Arnett, and is 
currently in the process of review.  He commented on the likelihood of receiving an updated copy as 
early as next week. Mr. Balmer referred to a map and pointed out the area of study is approximately 52 
square miles which includes the airport, the General Motors Proving Grounds and surrounding area.  
He indicated that 25 year projections reflect approximately 1,600 acres of industrial land, 400 acres of 
office space, 500 acres of retail space, 2,500 hotel rooms, 34 sites, 7 golf courses, twice as many 
higher education facilities than previously planned, 2 hospitals, approximately 165,000 persons in a ten-
mile radius and the possibility of 70,000 students in the Wiilliams Gateway area. 
 
Mr. Balmer stated that the study has a strong focus on mixed use, research and development.  He 
commented on the concept of converting the sub area south of the current housing development to an 
education and research park that could be leased to companies that perform research and would 
employ its faculty and students.  He pointed out that this type of focus on medical and professional, 
managerial, academic, and research types of uses with high paying jobs would be in lieu of warehouse, 
industrial type uses commonly located in older areas of a community. 
 
Mr. Balmer spoke of the new proposed Williams Gateway Freeway and indicated that although 
Alternative 3 was the selected alternative, the final environment impact statement and the design 
concept report still need to be finalized. 
 
Mr. Balmer referred to a map which outlined Mesa’s Proposition 400 transportation projects and their 
associated timeframes for completion.  He commented on the traffic concerns expressed by Queen 
Creek regarding the traffic coming from the Pinal County area have taken place through Queen Creek 
in order to access the 202 freeway in Mesa and Gilbert. 
 
Mr. Balmer reported that discussions involving various methods of financing, including the possibility of 
the development of a Community Facilities District, which would provide assistance from the private 
sector to cover costs.  In addition, Mr. Balmer indicated that discussions were held regarding their 
concerns with aircraft noise over residential areas and commented on the various designations (Areas 
1, 2 or 3) that reflect the degree of housing permitted, if any, and the need to ensure that residents are 
notified of their proximity to the airport.                                        
 
3. Transportation. 
  

a. STAN account 
b. Legislative Appropriations 
c. Efforts with Maricopa County Department of Transportation 

 
Mayor Hawker outlined the STAN monies that were designated for transportation by the State 
Legislature and commented on the fact that the Maricopa Association of Governments’ (MAG) has 
agreed to put together a proposal on the projects to be funded with monies.  Mayor Hawker pointed out 
that the proposal would not include projects that did not already have a design and were not ready for 
construction in the next three to five years.  He stated that the projects were required to be visible and 
contain some type of connectivity, not only through the Maricopa County region but throughout the 
State. 
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Mayor Hawker reported that Mesa’s focus along with the Williams Gateway Airport Authority was the 
Williams Gateway freeway corridor with some advanced funding for right-of-way purchases (Alternative 
3). 
 
Assistant to the City Manager, Jim Huling, spoke of the successes that have resulted from working 
together to accomplish a common goal.  He commented on the united efforts by Mark Young, Scott 
Butler and himself regarding Senator Tibshraney’s interest in both Williams Gateway and transportation 
issues in Queen Creek near Williams Gateway.  Mr. Huling stated that staff reviewed projects adjacent 
to Williams Gateway and the end result was four intersection improvements totaling $600,000 and 
another $500,000 designated for fire suppression lines at Wiliams Gateway Airport.  Mr. Huling stated 
that Mark Young played an important role in obtaining the $600,000 for the improvements.  He pointed 
out that although there is new leadership in the Legislature, Senator Verschoor who is a majority leader 
is very interested in assisting with the needs of Williams Gateway. 
 
Queen Creek Intergovernmental Liaison, Mark Young, discussed the efforts expended with Maricopa 
County Department of Transportation specifically with the five-year model.   Mr. Young referred to a 
map that depicted the difficulties Queen Creek has in moving the large volume of traffic to and from the 
Queen Creek area with only two north/south routes and two east/west routes.  He pointed out that 
Queen Creek is land locked and stated that the projected population for Queen Creek is approximately 
400,000 at build-out.  Mr. Young announced that Queen Creek’s Area Transportation Study should be 
completed in the next few months. 
 
Mr. Young announced that at the time Queen Creek incorporated they only owned 10 to 15% of the 
roads and based on this fact he outlined the difficulties associated with having Maricopa County 
Transportation Department provide the necessary data and information on behalf of Queen Creek for 
Proposition 400.  He pointed out that as a result, based on Queen Creek’s population at the time of 
Proposition 400 submittals, Queen Creek was overlooked.                                         
 
4. Williams Gateway Airport area. 
 
 a. Airport development  
 
Williams Gateway Airport Executive Director, Lynn Kusy, provided highlights of the activities that are 
taking place at Williams Gateway Airport including the 5,000 acres east of the Airport, which is now 
ready for development.  He also provided background information including the fact that the Airport 
Master Plan was completed in 1999 and commented that updates to the Airport Master Plan should 
occur about every five years.  He pointed out that since it has been seven years, an update to the 
Master Plan is now in the beginning stages. 
 
Mr. Kusy announced that the City of Phoenix is the newest member of the Airport Authority and 
commented on the importance of continuing to build a strong partnership with Phoenix.  He outlined the 
benefits derived from the current relationship, including the transfer of three tenants from Sky Harbor to 
Williams Gateway. 
 
Mr. Kusy discussed the buildings that were remodeled after the exiting of the Air Force including the 
remodeling of the inside of the General Aviation Center.  He also pointed out that a major customer at 
the Airport is Boeing with four military aircraft repair projects.  He mentioned that Native American Air 
Services is one of the Airport’s earliest tenants and currently remains a major tenant.  Mr. Kusy also 
pointed out that the University utilizes a major portion of the Air Force property and commented on the 
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fact that its campus is larger in acreage than the Tempe campus.  Mr. Kusy highlighted the new 
research building and reported that it is still currently under construction. 
 
Mr. Kusy stated that the Airport continues to generate a large amount of interest among developers and 
receives many development proposals.  He also reported on the current passenger activities at the 
Airport, which includes Allegiant Flight, Vision Airlines and Western Air.  Mr. Kusy announced the new 
slogan for the Airport’s passenger marketing “Just Plane Easy”.    
              
5. Issues related to, including but not limited to, land use planning, transportation, and the Williams 

Gateway Airport area. 
 
Mayor Hawker emphasized the importance of maintaining a job to housing ratio and the need to secure 
jobs when developing land.  He reiterated his vision of creating an employment center in the Williams 
Gateway Area and commented on the Council’s continuing goal of not encouraging any type of 
residential encroachment in this area. 
 
At the request of Mayor Hawker each Councilmember outlined the District they represent their special 
interests or subject matters that they have attained some expertise on. 
 
Queen Creek Mayor Sanders thanked Mayor Hawker for the invitation to this meeting and stated the 
opinion that the meeting was informative and productive.  Mayor Sanders reiterated the fact that Queen 
Creek is willing to provide any assistance necessary to the City of Mesa and commented on the 
positive relationship that exists between the City of Mesa and the Town of Queen Creek. 
 
Mayor Hawker thanked everyone for their attendance at the meeting.      
 
6. Adjournment. 
 
Without objection, the Joint Meeting of the City of Mesa Council and the Town of Queen Creek Council 
adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
        _________________________________ 

KENO HAWKER, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Joint 
Meeting with the Town Council of the Town of Queen Creek held on the 29th day of November 2006.  I 
further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
 

Dated this ____ day of ____________ 2006 
 
 
 

______________________________________ 
           BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
 
 
bj 
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