
 

 

                                     Approved Minutes 

                        Historic Preservation Board Retreat 

                             Date: April 25, 2015 

          Time:  10:00 a.m. 

Location: 57 E. First Street, Lower Level Council Chambers 

Mesa Grande, Alston House, Wilbur Historic District 

Members Present 
Members 

Absent 
Staff Present 

Guests 

Jim Taylor, Chair 

Wendy Mack-Allred, Vice Chair 

Laura Schaffer-Metcalfe, Ed.D. 

Annalisa Alvrus, Ph.D.  

Janice Gennevois 

Dane Astle  

Louise Swann 

 JohnWesley 

Kim Steadman 

 

 
1. Call meeting to order 

 
Chair Taylor called the meeting to order at 10:06 am  

 
2. Leave for tour of existing and potential historic properties 

 
a. Mesa Grande – 600 W. 10

th
 Street 

b. Alston House – 453 N. Pima Street 
c. Wilbur Historic District – Comprises of N. Pasadena and Pomeroy Streets, between Second 

Street and First Street. 
 
The Board members toured Mesa Grande, the Alston House, and the Wilbur Historic District.  At each 
location they asked questions and learned more about these historic resources. 
 
3. Return to Council Chambers, Lower Level for Board meeting at 1:00 PM 

 
a. Approval of the March 3, 2015 minutes  
 
First Motion made by Board member Astle to approve the minutes as written and seconded by 
Board member Schaffer-Metcalfe.                       . 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 
b. Review and take action on nominations for 2015 Historic Preservation Awards 

 
Two nominations were received for this year’s awards.  The Board discussed the two nominees and 
agreed both were deserving of recognition.   
 
First Motion made by Board member Schaffer-Metcalfe to approve the two nominations for 
recognition and seconded by Board member Gennevois. 
Motion carried 7-0 
 
c. Select winners of the 2015 Student Writing Contest 

 
The Board member Schaffer-Metcalfe reviewed the process that had been used to narrow the total 
entries down to the top five for consideration by the Board. The Board members then each provided 
their ranking of these five entries.  Utilizing the combined scoring, the top three were identified. 
 
There was further discussion regarding the one class that submitted most of the entries.  
Consideration was given to providing recognition to the entire class and/or the teacher for this class.  
It was decided that it would be appropriate to recognize this teacher with a certificate from the 
Board. 
 



 
 

First Motion made by Board member Mack-Allred to approve the first, second and third place 
winners of the 2015 student writing contest, the prize money for each and to recognize the teacher 
whose class provided the bulk of the entries with a certificate and seconded by Board member  
Astle. 
Motion carried 7-0 
 
d. Board discussion of goals for the coming year 
 
The Board discussed the following programs for continuance into the coming year: 

 2
nd

 Friday.  This has been a good way to let the public know about historic preservation.  At 
future meetings the Board will decide on dates for the coming year. 

 Student writing contest.  Will continue this program.  For next year will try to get it started in 
September and completed by early December with awards in February or March.  Will need 
to decide on topics in the next couple of months. 

 Create a poster contest.  Mr. Wesley will talk to Cindy Ornstein at the Mesa Arts Center 
about teaming up on this idea. 

 Continue to have speakers at Board meetings to provide the Board with information and 
education on topics related to historic preservation. 

 Continue to reach out to existing historic districts to become more familiar with them and to 
help keep them active.  Determined to hold three or four Board meetings in districts in the 
coming year as a means to make this connection. 

 Continue efforts to make contact with Councilmembers to solicit support for historic 
preservation in Mesa and keep them informed of the work being done by the Board. 

 
 

4. Adjournment 
 
Chair Taylor adjourned the meeting at 2:52 pm.  
 
First Motion made by Board member Schaffer-Metcalfe and seconded by Board member Alvrus. 
Motion carried 7-0. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting data is available for public review in the Planning Division, 

Municipal Building, 55 N. Center St., Mesa, Arizona 85201 

 The City of Mesa is committed to making its public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities. For special accommodations, please 

contact the Neighborhood Services Administration Office at 644-2387 or 644-2778 (TDD) at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  
Para asistencia en Español, llamar (480) 644-5597. 


