
 

 

    
  

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION ON COMPENSATION FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
AGENDA 

Lower Level Council Chambers – 57 East First Street 
Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

5:30 P.M. 
 

 
Compensation Commission: 
 
 Kate Ali’varius       Tom Rhodes  
 Stacy Holmstedt       Dan Wollam  
 Gary Levine   
    
 

Citizen Participation 
All citizens are permitted and encouraged to speak on agenda items.  If you wish to 
speak to the Board on any item on the agenda, please fill out a "Notice" slip with your 
name and the Item Number about which you wish to speak.  Hand this to a staff person 
or take it to the front table.  The Chairperson will call upon you in turn. 
 
1. Introductions. 
 
2. Purpose of the Commission, by Staff liaison, Linda White. 
 
3. Election of the Commission Chairperson. 
 
4. Hear a presentation regarding the Arizona Open Meeting Law and Parliamentary 

Procedure, by City Attorney, Debbie Spinner. 
 
5. Hear a presentation and discuss the Duties of the Commission and the Timeline for 

Presenting Recommendations to the City Council, by Debbie Spinner. 
 
6. Hear a presentation and discuss the Compensation Data Collected for Elected 

Officials of Similarly Situated Municipalities, by Linda White. 
 
7. Discuss and set dates for upcoming meetings. 

 
8. Items from citizens present. 
 
 
The City of Mesa is committed to making its public meetings accessible to 
persons with disabilities.  For special accommodations, please contact the City 
Manager's Office at (480) 644-3333 or (480) 644-2778 (TDD) at least 48 hours in 
advance of the meeting. 
 



 

 

Agenda Item 2 











 

 

Agenda Item 6 



MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER TOTAL COMPENSATION RANKING (BASED ON ACTUAL SALARY) 
(Includes Salary, Vehicle, and Phone/Technology Allowance, if offered) 

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

 
MAYOR 
 

Rank City Pop. Total Compensation 

1 Long Beach, CA 461,564 $   132,585.71 

2 Fresno, CA 500,121 $   130,000.00 

3 Kansas City, MO 459,787 $   123,156.00 

4 Sacramento, CA 466,488 $   119,046.40 

5 San Jose, CA 967,487 $   105,350.00 

6 Tacoma, WA 204,000 $     89,158.00 

7 Phoenix, AZ 1,445,632 $     88,435.00 

8 Aurora, CO 332,354 $     60,079.62 

9 Tempe, AZ 161,719 $     55,496.00 

10 Glendale, AZ 226,721 $     48,000.00 

11 Tucson, AZ 520,116 $     42,000.00 

12 Mesa, AZ 439,041 $     38,231.60 

13 Peoria, AZ 158,000 $     30,802.80 

14 Virginia Beach, VA 437,994 $     30,000.00 

15 Arlington, TX** 364,000 $       3,075.00 

 
 
 

Rank City Total Compensation 
Adjusted* 

 1 Fresno, CA $    128,677.96* 

2 Kansas City, MO $    128,426.72* 

3 Long Beach, CA $      91,379.38* 

4 Phoenix, AZ $      88,435.00 

5 Tacoma, WA $      87,498.74* 

6 Sacramento, CA $      85,466.92* 

7 Tempe, AZ $      55,496.00 

8 Aurora, CO $      49,223.35* 

9 Glendale, AZ $      48,000.00 

10 San Jose, CA $      43,267.89* 

11 Tucson, AZ $      42,000.00 

12 Mesa, AZ $      38,231.60 

13 Virginia Beach, VA $      32,368.05* 

14 Peoria, AZ $      30,802.80 

15 Arlington, TX** $        2,577.71* 
**Arlington, TX - salaries are considerably lower, per Mayor's Office, these positions are more 
of a volunteer position 

 

*The salaries were adjusted using the cost of living calculator, City Rating.com 
(http://www.cityrating.com/costofliving.asp) which is mainly based on the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) (published by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics) 

 



 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER TOTAL COMPENSATION RANKING (BASED ON ADJUSTED SALARY) 
(Includes Salary, Vehicle, and Phone/Technology Allowance, if offered) 

Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
 

Rank City Pop. Total Compensation 

1 San Jose, CA 967,487   $           81,350.00  

2 Fresno, CA 500,121   $           65,000.00  

3 Sacramento, CA 466,488   $           62,415.99  

4 Phoenix, AZ 1,445,632   $           62,035.00  

5 Kansas City, MO 459,787   $           61,569.00  

6 Tacoma, WA 204,000   $           40,165.00  

7 Glendale, AZ 226,721   $           34,000.00  

8 Long Beach, CA 461,564   $           33,506.43  

9 Virginia Beach, VA 437,994   $           28,000.00  

10 Tempe, AZ 161,719   $           27,747.00  

11 Tucson, AZ 520,116   $           24,000.00  

12 Peoria, AZ 158,000   $           20,620.20  

13 Mesa, AZ 439,041   $           19,262.00  

14 Aurora, CO 332,354   $           16,212.54  

15 Arlington, TX** 364,000  $             2,475.00  
**Arlington, TX - salaries are considerably lower, per Mayor's Office, these positions are more 
of a volunteer position 

 

Rank City Total Compensation 
Adjusted* 

1 Fresno, CA $               64,338.98* 

2 Kansas City, MO $               64,203.98* 

3 Phoenix, AZ $               62,035.00 

4 Sacramento, CA $               44,908.64* 

5 Tacoma, WA $               39,412.88* 

6 Glendale, AZ $               34,000.00  

7 San Jose, CA $               33,458.09* 

8 Virginia Beach, 
VA $               30,210.18* 

9 Tempe, AZ $               27,747.00  

10 Tucson, AZ $               24,000.00 

11 Long Beach, CA $               23,204.85* 

12 Peoria, AZ $               20,620.20  

13 Mesa, AZ $               19,262.00 

14 Aurora, CO $               13,695.42* 

15 Arlington, TX** $                 2,077.17* 
*The salaries were adjusted using the cost of living calculator, City Rating.com 
(http://www.cityrating.com/costofliving.asp) which is mainly based on the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) (published by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics) 
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