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HIGH DENISTY NEEDED FOR PUBLIC TRANSIT TO BE SUCESSFUL December 7, 2009
Los Angles and Denver cltizens learned the hard way. They now getting relief t and
rapid rail. They say NO MORE FREEWAYS, No more Heritage zoning. Goodbyé gridlock,
welcome progress.
| am unable to understand why the Light Rail was not routed south at 24th Street, then
east to Tempe and Arizona State University. Very little passenger boarding on Washington from
24thSt. to 44thSt. Adequate bus service in the residential areas is available to the north. At about 24th
Street and Washington south to the Airport would better serve downtown Phoenix. It seems like the
Highway builders did the planning so as to avoid solving traffic problems and encourage congestion,
what's best for Toll Réads. Why not go where the people are? The proposed Sky Harbor Airport people
mover would be much shorter, less expensive to build and operate end next to the proposed terminal
two. That area south of the Airport and east is light industrial and residential with limited access
because of the Airport. More passengers and growth potential for that land locked area solving a huge
problem.

Another big waste. The proposed 202 extension at the farthest point south bordering the Gila
Indian Reservation.. It makes more sense to extended Route 60 West to 51st Avenue parallel to
Baseline in the center of the growing population area with still plenty of available open space. That
would spur renewal in the inercity to the north, not displace newer, expensive homes. Parts of South
Phoenix have been prime for Urban Renewal for decades and would greatly reduce traffic congestion.
The proposed 202 extension will be like Route 101, benefiting the reservation more than the population
of Central Scottsdale. It has drawn most profitable new commercial development. A fifteen story hotel,
soon a Spring Baseball training facility, only thing missing: State sales tax that pays for our roads.

The NEXT Trolley Folly Fraud
Another rip-off like one court for six million people, the future Maricopa population with no
public hearing or vote. We only vote on small matters, on the big ones we get distracted and
confused by the media.

Transportation Officials and Light Rail builders claim to want public participation, but really do not.
The transportation and Mesa officials were not willing to listen regarding Light Rail at the E V Institute
on April 16, 2009. Like the City Council meeting a month later. The subject of an altemative route to
the South East valley and eventually to the Phoenix Mesa Gateway Airport was dismissed. It was
claimed that voter approval of the Light Rail limited the choice to Main Street to Power. That was not
correct. It was the same at the August 2007 and other hearings. As reported by the Tribune in 2002 the
Mesa City Council and later the public voted on the Light Rail was orily to Main St. and Sycamore.

In 2007,a public meeting was conducted at the E, V. Institute to consider alternatives for a

possible extension of Light rail. Only east on Main Street or First Ave. and First Street was discussed.
That was repeated April 16,2009. They did not want real public input. While they claim the purpose of
the study as stated at the August 21 & 23, 2007 handout." 2. Identify a transit alternative....."(Printed
brochure) Only east on Main Street, the least likely route to serve the East Valley was discussed.
Hundreds of thousands who will pay for Light Rail operation live in the South East Valley. We had the
same problem when it came time to build the 202 in Mesa. Those who do not want to pay fair taxes to
government. They cause the rest of us to pay more, get less and travel further. Some profess to
believe that owning their home relieves them of paying property taxes. Now, with no opportunity to
contest their decision Maricopa Association of Government, comprised of self interested freeway
seekers, approved the Light Rail extensions east the area with the least potential. An area of town that
takes pride in refusing to enter the twentieth century. Mesa's downtown Main Street at Mesa Drive is
the heart of the Heritage low-density area bordered by the park, Mormon temple and 19" Centurv Lehi
community. To the east are large trailer parks, retirees and snowbirds populate the area. It seems
deserted six months of the year. Our public officials listen only to the builders of transportation
facilities, not the users or those that pay now and later for their mistakes. Express buses would offer
immediate relief but Toll Road like Photo Radar is where the money is today for transportation sharks
and the County and City do not want to decentralize and share control. Why must every thing go to
one civic and justice center with our taxes Maricopa County is bigger than twenty-six states. ..
Respectfully. RICHARD T. TRACY, SR. 2238 S. COTTONWOOD ST. MESA. AZ 85202
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THE TRUTH BE TOLD. IT WAS ABOUT URBAN RENEWAL, A BRIGHTER
FUTURE FOR ALL COMMUNITY RESIENS,NT A HARDWARE STORE i

North view, COUNTRY CLUB at MAIN Street,Shouid be
the business and entertainment center.The Arizona
Court of Appeal halted the City of Mesa's revitalization
effort three days after Sixty Minutes ailred a T V show
featuring Mesa’s attempt to acquire Bailey's Brake shop
and an Auto Paint shop as part of a large redevelopment
program. Other property had been acquired to clear a
blighted,unsafe area, unattractive to public or investment
and reverse mass exiting of businesses. The town center,
old and vacant referred to as historic, while a few miies
south and east there is unimaginable development
because there are no,” not in my back yard protesters®.
Eminent Domain a non-issue for our Founding Fathers
who believed In being cooperative and considerate of
others,yes progress. Remember. “We the people of the
United States,in order to form a more perfect union ...
insure domestic tranquility... promote the general
welfare,...” They put the Declaration of Independence
quoted by some today behind them.

HELP MESA GROW UP TO BE A MODERN AMERICAN GITY

MESA ARIZONA WHERE IT SEEMS ONLY
- THE PAST AND HEREAFTER MATTERS
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Donald Trump to

“Donald you're fired.”

Barring legal delays and maneuvenngs,
the council faces two basic choices at City
Hall this evening: reaffirm its longstanding
respect for the quality and vitality of our
city’s neighborhoods, or bow to New York
developers by approving Donald Trump’s
proposed $200 million condominium/hotel
project in the Camelback East corridor.

The choice is clear: The council should °
support homeowners and reject Trump's
plan for a 150-foot high-rise on the site ;
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W Our stand: City Council should tell

move it or lose 1t

L4 ’
hree wonts fro g uncil nix's planned light-rail line.
mght could define the fu e of Phoe- It’Yunderstandable why Trump, in part-

nership with the New York-based Bayrock -
Group, wants to capitalize on the site he
gained control of in bankruptcy court.

The area around 24th Street and Camel-
back Road is Phoenix's fledgling answer to
New York’s Fifth Avenue, Beacon Hill in

.Boston and Chicago’s Michigan Avenue.

Many area homeowners, however, worry
about living literally in the shadow of the
Trump hotel and future high-rise buildings.
They want to preserve their nexghborhood'

Dldn ~a and remmning mountain views.
“-velopers is nothing new

. . BAYROCK GROUF
A five-story arch is a key design element in Donald Trump's proposed condo-hotel on Camelback Road ir
‘Phoenix. This is the west-side view of Trump International Hotel & Residences.
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Phoenix is investing hundreds of millions

' the old Hard Rock Café. n oy na ——e thei , Llst Wednesday, the city’s planning com-
- the fave o?‘t:lmghborhood protest Pr0per c Umtye-am inp €publj; any s“(’)vld I of dollars in downtown projects, and to mission tackled this long-postponed project
project’s height has been whittled fre Occy se evoj 8nore ¢ HPICy Wat&r -eonardize its success — and quite possibly g4t 19 p.m. in what turned out tp be g chaotic
190 feet to 150 feet. But.even at 150/ 10ca(p} the former 1R wigy 1, 3Sic pro o leave the Situte g 2:’} $850 million bond election —  three-hour meeting. At 1am,, the commis-
condahotel is still about three tither ma; re at ef S Arco € rej; iof N Io €area )\ Ottodg .. th1 . sion gave Trump and assaciates its unani-
lowable height in this area — 56 fee sho,,, ; “°Stly ta Pe loca;, > Mall gy, o & Calion, Jogay: PeCteq o 1055 of g 5" mous blessing, ignoring recommendations
The revised condohotel at 26th € Syp. °W in the lang, ayer sup fon, k: for g of the ame "tﬁtxon_ r:Iﬂce those Cottsdaje Site *.~™ the urban village planning committee
and Camelback Road also juts clos th,,, basl\ctb al] 18 flighy PPorteq ¢ errope ¥ the A d Of the _ He. 4 TF are g ontroljp, for the 4, “=icht limit. :
neighbors to the south, a setback ' [, . >21d do; t cam .\ Path, 5- Yoy ort s, “Mmupip, 28 Persg, 1 that oo PUblic o - SHa? ~oporters have
8 leagy Har, ers. € Grang U knoy, wh afery clajn, My, Tson Woujq 1. CMfuse OPiniog h radio spots
amounts to a final indignity to re: Re {hat Woy| twelye In A Pre, r at Uley m P Ca’dinaj d have suc gov
For all its trendy and upscale ¢ 4 Peatjy, L d Proyjq ed sqy Sa, Bajlay, ace g have be alse. M, Sta aIlou,ed Cesst‘ul th emmg ieir councxl-
Trump project is in the wronglo ¥ in jrs % Angeleg fo2e dengjy, ' feet sjy,”® Brake szt,ow"’ Patrigp g4 Wboezﬁmp Olitay 1?}, Shoujq 1€ Hocge,, Oy
A project of this height and d/ ith p ake, res. p,. !€ede Y Year old °p Stoppey - dUare 1, 38 been ro.. CNix s een o) tear, ,, attorneys for
longs in downtown Phoenix, alo T“ Ccoungay, “PPorty i e Symp G cjt °mes o Ss e °§Ponsib1e beep pla OWeq ¢, ain Councilman
Central Avenue, or several blo¢ Wentxeth le p°1it1ciat ° cop o a’ Y- Pogy P a Quarte, Cney, . Dlieq Civie I’) e ber gT!;;ed With ;nent, from T;::):-
west along li NOWbjrggm LIy, J , Plckeq tit Prop, "Stng p, hoen;, o€ faily half.q t: ral hoep; laza ¢, Supp ”gh /f interest. a
vcv%xx;b%k' Lot T Lftz the S alt Rp Pulat, :a Majy Sl::r lines uiig Lign, ai] tlrrces °°meat houjq C:ntzas four T u < ek East Specific

. : © 1 » .

* there’dbeno % TAKE " D 0 get jt e;- and [ng % It seaps 2rea jg o e Jeag p CXlen "a Tuptin, > Digger mln a foypy,). redz's significant ca-
widespread : nm OWNTOWN‘ a- r i Serteq 4 ilage, lo Olentia) . €3St ang v & Volcan,” M1OT€ expe X at-more than § mil-
neighborhood VItOyy - Ohths W-dengjg,, ~ WO maj sh vest Yong * SPreaq Sive, includes a residen-
opposition. ut lendgy, 00 Of the | 10 the on 10t in 1019 that v, {ban ik the plan for the .

In both of we. he Py 1i WOu]d nhot car. Tbc T St are lar Was hat reed Y ta ax tis pOOl' public pOl-
these alterna- downtown ¢ Trapg;, de chfmge; urf OWth ap jge trajje, p fuse 1, f ayers
tives, there : N o ' would be set :os e Clsiop Pro Praw; isnngt tberarks Tet,,e Dter the te City Council to t&e
would be JOHN SEVERSON/THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC back. Down- ¢t Scol T ‘m:;‘- Fas - Thege 1. Miles 'ty € al] g5, S5 ang *d demonstrate m

g Signs representing neighborhood reaction from both sides showed up of its Scottsdale Fasm.. Errg the g th, Noyy, sseatial to the cil

easy access town will TS w, outh rth o
on residential streets just south of Camelback Road. How Phoenix even got to this p.. asted liop and West L life. > 5 2
. : s . . 235
vE T
_ R
a Q=
® N2,
Citizens of Phoenlx were the big losers. They lost opportunities ; 0388
H 2 ©O@

to revive the former Camelback Corridor,once a vibrant entertainment and
business center. For thousands to share the view and hundreds to live near
where they work, thus reducing traffic. To shop and dine at local business

some that close before the dinner hour or are
boarded up, To obtain tax revenue and jobs.
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The choice residence of Los Angles have so they can live near their work or business. The auto ?8§8 2@hd Histori:
craze prevented modern development Phoenix as well as some sections older oamm such as Mesa and m_m:am_.m..
face the same fate. People and business are not free to make the best use of their property. That Eﬂomm._“m.a___mm t
the suburbs.increases traffic congestion often leaves bligh and abandon schools or other useful public cc__a_:mm.
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