
HOUSING & HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD 
CITY OF MESA 

MESA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
57 EAST 1st STREET, LOWER LEVEL 

June 25, 2002 
-MINUTES- 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT EXCUSED 
GUESTS Mr. Len Locke 
Mr. Greg Holtz, Chairperson Mr. Michael Graham 
Mr. Michael Whiting, Vice Chair  
Ms. Teresa Cotton STAFF 
Ms. Susan Klecka Ms. Debbra Determan 
Ms. Elaine Nelson Ms. Nichole Wamble 
Dr. Carlos Vallejo Mr. Bryan Raines 
Mr. Ken Salas Ms. Kathleen Kelly 
Mr. Bob Hisserich  
  
WELCOME 
Greg Holtz called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS 
None 
 
REVIEW MINUTES OF April 23, 2002 MEETING 
Susan Klecka made a motion to approve the minutes.  Theresa seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
ABC ALLOCATION PROCESS: Presented by Susan Klecka 
 
Susan explained that customarily we have had proposals presented to the City and 
choices were made based on those that fit into the City of Mesa’s funding priorities.  
Because of the time constraints that have been placed on the City by the McCormick 
Tribune foundation this years process would need to be severely streamlined in order to 
have recommendations to the McCormick Tribune Foundation by July 31, 2002.  Staff 
has put together an RFP based on some identified gaps in current services to enable a 
proactive approach to addressing the needs.  This process helps the City address the 
timing crunch as well as, allowing more control over the programs, which are funded.  
Susan referred to the packet that was passed out and stated that there is currently 
$188,400 to be allocated in the process for FY 2002-03.  One of the needs that were 
identified by City Staff is English As A Second Language (ESL) and allotted $40,000 to 
fund this program.  Susan mentioned that there is an agency that is having some troubles 
and based on some decisions about their viability an RFP for Individual and Family 
Violence/Sexual Abuse Intervention is also a possibility.  Another $40,000 would be 
allotted to help fund this programming.  Homeless Intervention Programs was allotted 
$40,000, Pharmaceutical Manufactures Indigent Care was allotted $48,000, Home 



Delivered Meals also $40,000 and finally Early Brain Development $30,000.  Susan 
explained that if any of the Board had further questions about the particular identified 
areas then they could discuss that with staff but what she felt was most important was to 
approve this RFP “concept”, have the community come in and explain how they can fill 
these areas and at that point go ahead and make the decision on the received proposals.   
 
Michael Whiting asked about the addition of Early Brain Development to the RFP packet 
and Debbra explained that she and Nichole decided to make this addition because of the 
uncertainty about the afore mentioned Family Violence/Sexual Abuse provider, CASA.  
She explained that there might be a need to look at other programming in case they are 
able to rectify their current situation and continue programming.  Michael asked if CASA 
was the only one that Staff expected to respond to this proposal and Nichole responded 
that staff was not aware of another agency that was performing those services at this time, 
but there are other agencies that could perform the services.  Carlos Vallejo expressed 
that he had mentioned a desire to address a need for Hispanic leadership development and 
inquired about the status of this concept.  Ken Salas offered that he would concur that 
there was a definite need but would expand the concept to include all minorities as well 
as socio economic status.  In his experience in Eastern Mesa there are some Anglo 
families that are low SES that would need the same type of guidance.  Greg Holtz 
inquired if there was an agency that could deliver such services that could fit the ABC 
funding criteria.  Carlos responded that they’re several agencies that could provide those 
services.   
 
Greg expressed that in his opinion Early Brain Development has been receiving quite a 
bit of corporate funding.  Debbra offered that her concern and the reason why Staff has 
identified these target area’s is because these were the topics that have come up for 
discussion in the various meetings Staff has been involved in.  More specifically, the 
Early Brain Development that she is aware of has had trouble maintaining funding.  
Debbra also offered that if materials could be put together with in the next day, Minority 
Youth Leadership could be added to the current RFP process.  Gregg suggested that the 
$40,000 allotted to Early Brain Development could be scaled down and some funds re-
allocated to Minority Youth Leadership development.   
 
Susan made a motion to approve the ABC draft as presented including Disadvantaged 
Youth Leadership and Early Brain Development.  The motion was seconded and Carlos 
offered a friendly amendment to change the word disadvantage due to the negative 
connotation is has.  Carlos’s friendly amendment was seconded, voted up on and the 
motion carried.  
 
Nichole explained that the RFP schedule that was included in the packet was a draft and 
the schedule will be as follows pending the H&HSAB meeting of June 25, 2002.  
Applications will be available as of June 26, 2002, proposals will be due by Thursday 
July 18th and the pre-conference meeting will be held Monday July 1, 2002, 10:30 Mesa 
City Plaza building and funds will be allocated by July 31st.  This funding “concept” will 
be brought before the City Council sometime in early August.   
 



Debbra asked for the discussion of a date in July that all board members could attend to 
review the ABC proposals and staff recommendations.  She recommended Wednesday 
the 24th and Thursday the 25th of July as possibilities.  Greg confirmed that he will be out 
of town the last two weeks of July but will provides feedback prior to his leaving.  Elaine 
called for a point of order stating that since Michael Whiting’s term concludes on June 30 
and he is Vice Chair and if Greg Holtz, Chair will be out of town during the next meeting 
then the Board will either need to have an immediate election for Vice Chair or appoint 
someone to run the July 24th meeting.  Greg made a motion to appoint Susan Klecka to 
run the next Board meeting; the motion was seconded by Elaine and carried unanimously.   
 
CONFIRMATION OF BOARD MEETINGS FOR 2002-2003 
 
Debbra asked for the discussion of the Board meeting schedule to 2002-2003, which 
accommodates everyone’s schedule.  Nichole announced that according to information 
provided by Janice Jackson, the 4th Thursday of the month there were no other Board 
meetings held in the Lower Level Council Chambers.  Debbra offered that Len Locke 
would be unable to get to a board meeting any earlier the 6:00 because of his work 
schedule.  She suggested that we schedule FY 02-03 Board meetings for 6:00-7:30 on the 
4th Thursday of the month.  Greg asked for any objections to this time and date.  Theresa 
expressed a concern for being able to feed and bed her children at their regular time.  She 
noted that a meeting beginning at 5:30 was better for her.  Susan suggested that we 
schedule the meeting for 5:30 with the understanding that anything that needed to be 
voted on would have to wait until Len had arrived.  Greg suggested that the meetings be 
scheduled to begin at 6:00 with the understanding that any voting items would need to be 
accomplished by 6:15 to accommodate Theresa. 
I was also suggested that the meeting begin at 5:45.  Nichole offered that Len requested 
that the meetings start after 6:00 p.m. to allow him time to get home and the meeting.  
Carlos offered that it may be a no win situation but that everyone needs to have a little 
flexibility and his tendency was to lean toward the 6:00 start time.  Susan confirmed that 
6:00 would work best for her as well.  The group unanimously agreed to have a 6:00 start 
time for their meeting on the 4th Thursday of the month.   
 
Debbra referred to the Board retreat held January 12, 2002 and suggested that a follow up 
retreat be scheduled to include the new board members.  She suggested early September 
for no more than 3 hours.  Saturday September 14, 2002 was suggested.  Carlos 
suggested that someone contact a restaurant to sponsor the event and cater lunch.  He was 
nominated to take this task on and get back to the group.   
 
UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES REGARDING THE HOMELESS POPULAION IN MESA. 
 
Debbra referred to the 1996 Homeless Task Force report she distribute to the Board 
approximately two months ago and the HUD application for homeless services.  She 
directed the Board to turn to page eighteen of the Homeless Task Force report, which 
discusses the recommendations, implementation plan and costs associated with putting 
the plan in action.  She mentioned how she and Nichole had discussed doing an 
evaluation since 1996 of what is different in the community since the Task Force 
recommendations.  



 
The creation of a multidisciplinary committee to deal with homeless issues, the hiring of 
a City homeless coordinator, and the implementation of a major marketing program to 
educate the community about homelessness were three recommendations of the task 
force that have not been fulfilled.   
 
Elaine Nelson suggested that Margie Frost be contacted to give her perspective as the 
former Chairperson of the Task Force.  Elaine asked if a request was coming from the 
City to reconvene the Task Force.  Debbra explained that the request was coming from 
the community to provide them with a scorecard of what has happened to date.   
 
UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES REGARDING HOMELESS 
 
Debbra then discussed the point in time study that was conducted on April 15, 2002.  She 
stated that the study provided more definitive information than there has been for a long 
time, not only in Mesa but also in Maricopa County.  The Office of Human Services has 
been deeply involved with MAG in developing statistics that are meaningful for the City 
of Mesa.  Debbra expressed that this information will also be helpful in addressing the 
perceived need for a homeless shelter for women.   
 
Nichole-stated when she started with the City a year ago one of the things she inherited 
was the facilitation of a group called the East Valley Providers Problem Solving 
Network.  A coalition of the East Valley Social Service providers who came together to 
discuss issues that they were having with their clientele and to see if they could maybe 
resource with each other to figure out how they could help their clients.  Out of that group 
came a study that became known as the Homeless Case Study. The study is a look at 
barriers to services.  She stated that a research form would have been filled out by a case 
manager for a client who was not successful in receiving services in an attempt to 
identify what those barriers would be.  Hopefully, by the end of August a preliminary 
report will be available. 
 
Kit presented a menu of options of how Community Revitalization Staff might work with 
the Board.  She suggested that the Board might like to have a quarterly report of some of 
the activities of the sub-recipient agencies and their programs.  Kit also suggested 
keeping the Board involved during the annual application cycle by having one or two 
members attend the public hearings and report back to the full Board as well as 
commenting on any topic as a member of the board or as a citizen.  Clarification was 
made that Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) and Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) are two different programs.  Greg specified that his concern was 
that the public be able to have their input on the types of projects for which CDBG 
monies were used.   
 
STAFF REPORTS 
 
Debbra reminded everyone of the ABC A Better Community reception Wednesday June 
26, 2002 at the Southwest Desert Museum beginning at 8:00 A.M. 



 
Nichole reminded the group that immediately following the ABC reception, the East 
Valley Resource Coalition meeting will be held at the South Center Street Campus 2nd 
Ave and Macdonald.  That meeting will begin at 9:00 A.M. with a presentation by Rick 
Merritt from the Elliott D. Pollack and Company research group about the current state of 
housing and housing stock in Arizona. 
 
Greg expressed his appreciation to Michael Whiting for being such a great member of the 
Board and wished him well in his endeavors.  He also welcomed the new Board 
members.   
 
Michael Whiting said that he has sat on a lot of City boards but this one is much more 
involved and provides more direction and guidance than the others he has been on. 
 
A motion made and seconded to adjourn 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Nichole Wamble for Debbra Determan 
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