
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
October 3, 2006 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower level meeting room of the 
Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on October 3, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 
   
Mayor Keno Hawker None Christopher Brady 
Rex Griswold  Barbara Jones 
Kyle Jones  Debbie Spinner 
Tom Rawles   
Scott Somers   
Claudia Walters   
Mike Whalen   
 
 
1. Review items on the agenda for the October 3, 2006 Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 

 
Conflicts of interest declared: 5b (Hawker); 5c (Griswold) 

 
 Items removed from the consent agenda:  6a 
 
 Items added to the consent agenda: None 
 
2. Hear a presentation and discuss City-owned retention basins. 
 
 City Engineer Keith Nath displayed a PowerPoint presentation (a copy is available for review in 

the City Clerk’s Office) that identified the City-owned retention basins and the location of the 
Gila and Salt Rivers. He said that the drainage systems include the Price Road Drain, the 
Spook Hill Floodway, and the East Maricopa Floodway, and he advised that the current 
requirements for on-site retention are as follows: 

 
• Every area in Mesa, except the Town Center area, is required to retain a 100-year, two-hour 

storm. 
• The Town Center area is required to retain 2/3 of the volume of a 100-year, two-hour storm. 
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Mr. Nath stated that the current policy for ownership and maintenance of retention basins is as 
follows: 
 
• On-site basins for commercial, industrial, multi-family and Planned Area Development are 

privately owned and maintained. 
• On-site basins for single-family subdivisions that are not a part of Planned Area 

Developments are City-owned and maintained. 
 

Mr. Nath reported that the City presently owns and maintains 138 retention basins totaling 
approximately 400 acres at an estimated annual cost of $1,740,000. He said that the Parks 
Department has an additional 31 retention basins consisting of approximately 410 acres and an 
annual maintenance expense of approximately $1,590,000. 
 
In response to questions from Mayor Hawker, Mr. Nath advised that a larger number of small 
retention basins are more expensive to maintain. He noted that the Council approved a storm 
drain fee that will be effective January 1, 2007, in order to fund the operating and maintenance 
expense related to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Program. Mr. 
Nath added that because retention basins are a part of the “best management practices” in the 
NPDES Program, they would qualify for funding.  
 
Financial Services Manager Bryan Raines advised that the $1.50 storm drain fee is expected to 
generate $1.1 million in the first six months and $2.2 million on an annual basis.  He explained 
that although park acreage is included in the calculation of the Parks and Recreation impact 
fees, the revenue generated by these fees must address capital projects.   
 
Discussion ensued relative to the fact that many of the retention basins are utilized for sporting 
events and other recreational activities; that staff’s presentation is in response to a Council 
request for an update on retention basins; that the majority of the retention basins have grass; 
the major maintenance expense for retention basins is for water and power; that the Parks 
Department has converted many of the upper areas of the basins to xeriscape landscaping to 
reduce costs; and that staff would review the slopes of existing and future retention basins to 
incorporate xeriscape landscaping where possible. 
 
Mayor Hawker thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
3. Hear reports on meetings and/or conferences attended. 
 
 Councilmember Jones:  National League of Cities Public Safety Meeting 
 
 Vice Mayor Walters:   PEO Lunch Meeting 
 
 Councilmember Griswold:  Sequoia School for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing  

    Walk-A-Thon for the Veterans’ Day Parade 
 
4.  Scheduling of meetings and general information. 
  

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the meeting schedule is as follows: 
 
 Thursday, October 5, 2006, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
 
 Thursday, October 5, 2006, 8:30 a.m. – Fire Committee 
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Thursday, October 12, 2006, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 

 
 Thursday, October 12, 2006, 8:30 a.m. – Finance Committee 
 
 Monday, October 16, 2006, TBA – Study Session 
 
 Monday, October 16, 2006, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Council Meeting 
 
 Wednesday, October 18, 2006, 7:30 a.m. – Joint Meeting with Mesa Public Schools 
 
 Thursday, October 19, 2006, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
  
5.  Prescheduled public opinion appearances. 
 
 There were no prescheduled public opinion appearances.  
 
6. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:33 p.m. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
KENO HAWKER, MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study 
Session of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 3rd day of October 2006.  I further certify that 
the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 
       
 
     

__________________________________ 
          BARBARA JONES, CITY CLERK 
 
baa 
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