
Planning and Zoning Board                          

Study Session Minutes 
REVISED 

 Held in the City of Mesa Council Chambers 
 Date:  December 10th, 2013 Time:  7:34 a.m. 
  

MEMBERS PRESENT:     MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Randy Carter, Chair   Suzanne Johnson 
Beth Coons, Vice-Chair         
Lisa Hudson  

 Vince DiBella   
 Michael Clement 
 Brad Arnett 
  
 

STAFF PRESENT: OTHERS PRESENT: 
John Wesley     
Kaelee Wilson 
Lesley Davis     
Angelica Guevara     
Wahid Alam      
Kim Steadman 
Julia Kerran  
 

Chair Carter declared a quorum present and the meeting was called to order at 7:34 a.m. 
 
1. Review items on the agenda for the December 10th, 2013 Planning & Zoning hearing. 
 

The items on the December 11th, 2013 agenda were discussed.  Planning Director John Wesley 
stated that staff is still working with the applicant on Case Z13-058.   
 

2. General Plan Update – Chapters 2 & 3: 
Staff Tom Ellsworth led a discussion on Chapters 2 & 3 of the General Plan.  Chair Carter stated that 
he had read the entire document and was concerned with its social engineering aspect.  Mr. Carter 
commented that the document mentions public input to create this document.  He inquired on the 
number of people who gave suggestions and if this was a small representation of the general 
populace.  Mr. Carter commented that it seems the input for the General Plan came from staff and 
the City Council.  Mr. Carter stated that with all the work that has gone into this document, his 
hope was that it actually reflects the community’s input.  Mr. Carter stated that he hopes more of 
the community were involved and engaged than in the past, because this document will be 
governing the City’s actions for a long time.  Mr. Cater expressed his hope that this document will 
support the City of Mesa to increase revenue through taxes.  He stated that one piece in the 
General Plan talks about revenue and job creation; however there was no mention of property 
taxes.   
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Boardmember Arnett stated that he prefers to look at the City from a 30,000 foot perspective 
instead of one from a shorter distance.  Mr. Arnett verified that the neighborhood outreach, 
marketing activity had been and is being aggressiveness on behalf of the City to promote this 
document.  He stated that he would prefer a consensus of the community to approve this 
document instead of the City Council selling to the public. 
 
Staff member Tom Ellsworth stated that he did not have the specific number or the percentage of 
the population that had provided input and suggestions for the proposed 2040 General Plan.  Mr. 
Ellsworth stated that every opportunity has been taken to work with the community, 
neighborhood outreach, all advisory boards, the City of Mesa, Economic Development and Building 
Stronger Neighborhoods. 

 
3. Planning Director’s Updates:  
 

The introduction of the Preliminary Plat for the NWC of Signal Butte and Elliott to the City Council is 
on hold. 
  

4. Other Business: 
 
Zoning Administrator Gordon Sheffield stated that the Good Business Practices and Tattoo Parlor 
issues will be continued until next month.  Mr. Sheffield stated that the transit signs, revisited form 
the first of October’s City Council meeting, for bike share and car share were considered too limited 
for the future plan.  He said that staff will not write an ordinance just to include these signs, but one 
that will expand to all public transportation signs.  He stated that he will be working with the Transit 
staff to address these issues and receive feedback. 

 
5. Minutes – submit any corrections, additions, deletions. 
 
 None. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_________________________________ 
John Wesley, Secretary 
Planning Director 
 
 

NOTE:  Audio recordings of the Planning & Zoning Study Sessions are 
available in the Planning Division Office for review. 
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