
ORDINANCE NO. 51 ~ li 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MESA, 
MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, PERTAINING TO THE PUBLIC 
NUISANCES, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRESERVATION AND ANIMAL REGULATIONS OF THE MESA 
CITY CODE; REPEALING AND REPLACING TITLE 8, CHAPTHER 
6, SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 20 AND ADDING THE TERM "ARTICLE 
IV" TO TITLE 8, CHAPTER 6. 

Text written in BOLD ALL CAPS indicates new language. 

WHEREAS: the Mesa City Council has determined that revising language within this Code clarifies 
definitions and requirements for compliance for property owners; and 

WHEREAS: revising language will ensure that this Code is consistent with other sections of the City 
Code; and 

WHEREAS: revising language will ensure that this Code conforms to best practices of the Arizona 
Rules of Civil Procedure; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MESA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1: That Title 8, Chapter 6, Sections 1 through 20 of the Mesa City Code, Mesa, Arizona, are 
removed in their entirety and replaced with the following: 

ARTICLE I 

PURPOSE, APPLICABILITY, DEFINITIONS, AND PROHIBITIONS 

SECTION: 

8-6-1: PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY 
8-6-2: DEFINITIONS 
8-6-3: PUBLIC NUISANCES PROHIBITED 

8-6-1: PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY: 

(A) THE PURPOSE OF THIS CHAPTER IS TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND 
WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS OF MESA, ARIZONA BY: 

1. SETTING MINUMUM STANDARDS NECESSARY FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
IMPROVED LOTS AND PARCELS, BUILDINGS, FENCES OR WALLS, 



STRUCTURES, AND VA CANT OR UNIMPROVED PROPERTIES IN ORDER TO 
SAFEGUARD AGAINST POTENTIAL HAZARDS, AND REDUCE OCCURENCES 
OF BLIGHT AND OTHER INFLUENCES CONSIDERED TO CAUSE 
DETERIORATING CONDITIONS, UNATTRACTIVE NEIGHBORHOODS, AND 
POTENTIAL LOSS OF PROPERTY VALUE. 

2. SETTING MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE PROPER LOCATION, CONTROL, 
AND CARE REQUIRED FOR THE KEEPING OF LARGE ANIMALS AND 
LIVESTOCK WITHIN THE CITY'S CORPORATE LIMITS. 

3. PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR INSPECTING THE INTERIORS OF 
PROPERTIES BEING RENTED AND OCCUPIED, BASED ON CRITERIA 
CONSISTENT WITH AND SPECIFIED BY THE ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES. 

(B) THIS CHAPTER SHALL APPLY TO ALL LAND WITHIN THE CITY OF MESA 
WITHOUT REGARD TO THE USE OR OCCUPANCY OR THE DATE OF 
ACQUISITION, ALTERATION, OR IMPROVEMENT OF SUCH LAND. 

(C) THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY OR DESIGNEE 
SHALL INTERPRET THIS CHAPTER TO THE PUBLIC, CITY DEPARTMENTS, AND 
OTHER BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL AND 
SPECIFIC POLICIES ESTABLISHED BY THE CITY COUNCIL. 

(D) APPEALS OF THE INTERPRETATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE FILED 
WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE DECISION AND SHALL BE REVIEWED 
BY THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT EXCEPT WHEN THE REQUIREMENT 
REFERENCES THE BUILDING OR FIRE CODES OR REGULATIONS. 

8-6-2: DEFINITIONS: 
THE FOLLOWING WORDS, TERMS, AND PHRASES, WHEN USED IN THIS 

CHAPTER, SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS ASCRIBED TO THEM IN THIS SECTION, 
EXCEPT WHERE THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES A DIFFERENT MEANING: 

ABANDONED OR INOPERABLE VEHICLE: A VEHICLE PHYSICALLY INCAPABLE 
OF ITS INTENDED OPERATION AS EVIDENCED BY: 

A. A CONDITION OF BEING PARTIALLY OR WHOLLY DISMANTLED, 
DISCARDED, WRECKED, ON BLOCKS OR SIMILAR DEVICES, STRIPPED, OR 
SCRAPPED; OR 

B. THE PRESENCE OF A DEFLATED TIRE OR TIRES OR FROM WHICH A 
WHEEL OR TIRE HAS BEEN REMOVED; OR 

C. BEING INOPERABLE DUE TO MECHANICAL FAILURE OR MECHANICAL 
DISASSEMBLY OR OTHER REASONS WHICH MAY BE EVIDENCED BY THE 
LACK OF A VALID LICENSE PLATE LAWFULLY AFFIXED TO THE VEIDCLE, 
OR BY THE PRESENCE OF AN EXPIRED LICENSE PLATE AFFIXED TO THE 
VEHICLE. 



ACCESSIBLE: CAP ABLE OF BEING REMOVED OR EXPOSED WITHOUT DAMAGING 
THE BUILDING STRUCTURE OR FINISH OR NOT PERMANENTLY CLOSED IN BY 
THE STRUCTURE OR FINISH OF THE BUILDING. 

ACCESSIBLE, READILY (READILY ACCESSIBLE): CAP ABLE OF BEING REACHED 
QUICKLY FOR INSPECTIONS WITHOUT REQUIRING INSPECTORS TO CLIMB 
OVER OR REMOVE OBSTACLES OR TO USE PORTABLE LADDERS OR SIMILAR 
TOOLS. 

AUTHORIZED PRIVATE RECEPTACLE: A LITTER STORAGE AND COLLECTION 
RECEPTACLE AS REQUIRED AND AUTHORIZED IN THIS CODE. 

BLIGHT: UNSIGHTLY CONDITIONS INCLUDING THE ACCUMULATION OF LITTER 
OR DEBRIS; BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES EXHIBITING HOLES, BREAKS, ROT, 
CRUMBLING, CRACKING, PEELING OR RUSTING MATERIALS; GENERAL DAMAGE 
TO THE INTEGRITY OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING OR STRUCTURE; 
UNCONTROLLED GROWTH OF LANDSCAPING EXHIBITED BY LACK OF 
MAINTENANCE, UNTENDED DAMAGE TO PLANT AND LANDSCAPE MATERIALS, 
THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF DEAD OR DECAYING PLANTS; AND ANY SIMILAR 
CONDITIONS OF DISREPAIR AND DETERIORATION REGARDLESS OF THE 
CONDITION OF OTHER PROPERTIES IN THE VICINITY OR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

BUILDING: ANY STRUCTURE USED OR INTENDED FOR SUPPORTING OR 
SHELTERING ANY USE OR OCCUPANCY. 

BUILDING, ENCLOSED: A BUILDING WITH A PERIMETER COMPOSED OF RIGID 
WALLS AND A ROOF. 

BUILDING REGULATIONS: INCLUDES ALL CONSTRUCTION CODES IN FORCE AT 
THE TIME A BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCTED, ALTERED, REMODELED, REP AIRED 
OR ENLARGED. INCLUDING BUILDING CODE, PLUMBING CODE, MECHANICAL 
CODE, ELECTRICAL CODE, RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION CODE, ENERGY 
CONSERVATION CODE, FUEL GAS CODE, FIRE CODE WITH REFERENCE TO TITLE 
7 FOR FIRE AND EXISTING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CODES (SUCH AS, BUT NOT 
LIMITED TO, THOSE SET FORTH IN TITLE 4, MESA CITY CODE) AND INCLUDES 
ANY PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODES, NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION 
CODES, ANTI-BLIGHT CODES (SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THOSE SET 
FORTH IN THIS TITLE) OR OTHER SIMILAR CODES, HOWEVER DENOMINATED. 

CITY INSPECTOR: A CITY OF MESA STAFF MEMBER AUTHORIZED BY THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT TO 
CONDUCT INSPECTIONS, INVESTIGATE COMPLAINTS AND FILE CIVIL ACTIONS 
WITH THE MESA CIVIL HEARING OFFICE ON MATTERS RELATED TO 
ENFORCEMENT OF THE MESA CITY CODE, AND AS PROVIDED BY THE MESA 
CITY CODE. 

CIVIL HEARING OFFICER: THE MESA ZONING ADMINISTRATOR WITHIN THE 



DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAIN ABILITY DEPARTMENT OR SUCH OTHER PERSON 
AS DESIGNATED BY THE CITY MANAGER. 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE: ANY VEHICLE HAVING A GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT 
RATING (GVWR) EXCEEDING 13,000 POUNDS AND IS INTENDED TO BE USED 
PRIMARILY FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES IN CONDUCT OF A BUSINESS, RATHER 
THAN FOR PRIVATE FAMILY OR INDIVIDUAL USE. 

DETERIORATION OR DISREPAIR: A DECLINE OF THE GENERAL CONDITION OR 
APPEARANCE OF A BUILDING, STRUCTURE, OR PARTS THEREOF 
CHARACTERIZED BY HOLES, BREAKS, ROT, CRUMBLING, CRACKING, PEELING, 
RUSTING, OR ANY OTHER EVIDENCE OF PHYSICAL DECAY, DAMAGE, NEGLECT, 
OR LACK OF MAINTENANCE. 

DRIVEWAY, LEGAL: THAT AREA THAT ALIGNS WITH THE CITY DESIGNATED 
AND APPROVED DRIVEWAY DEPRESSION IN THE CURB OF THE PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE STREET. WHERE A ROLL CURB OR NO CURB EXISTS AND THERE IS NO 
DRIVEWAY CLEARLY DESIGNATED, THE LEGAL DRIVEWAY IS THE AREA THAT 
ALIGNS WITH THE OBSERVED DESIGNATED ACCESS TO PARKING FOR THE 
STRUCTURE SUCH AS A CARPORT OR GARAGE. ON PROPERTIES WITH ROLL 
CURBS OR NO CURB AND WITH NO CLEARLY DESIGNATED PARKING AREA FOR 
THE STRUCTURE, THE LEGAL DRIVEWAY SHALL BE AS OBSERVED AND 
COMMONLY USED BY THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY, AS MAY BE DESIGNATED 
BY PRIVATE RECORDED EASEMENTS OR OTHER METHODS OF INGRESS AND 
EGRESS, AND SHALL AT NO TIME VIOLATE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CODE. 

EUTROPHIC: WATERS RICH IN PHOSPHATES, NITRATES, AND ORGANIC 
NUTRIENTS THAT PROMOTE A PROLIFERATION OF PLANT LIFE, ESPECIALLY 
ALGAE. 

FENCE, SCREEN WALL, AND/OR RETAINING WALL: FREESTANDING, SELF­
SUPPORTING STRUCTURES CONSTRUCTED OF DURABLE WOOD, CHAIN LINK, 
METAL, MASONRY, OR OTHER STANDARD FENCING MATERIALS DESIGNED TO 
PROVIDE PRIVACY, SECURITY, SCREENING, OR BANK RETENTION BETWEEN 
GRADE SEPARATIONS. 

GARAGE SALE: THE OCCASIONAL AND/OR TEMPORARY SALE OF USED OR 
SECOND HAND TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY FROM A RESIDENTIAL 
LOCATION. THIS ACTIVITY MAY ALSO BE KNOWN AS A YARD SALE, CARPORT 
SALE, ESTATE SALE OR SIMILAR TYPE OF QUASI-COMMERCIAL INDOOR OR 
OUTDOOR ACTIVITY THAT TAKES PLACE ON RESIDENTIAL PREMISES. IT SHALL 
BE CONSIDERED A COMMERCIAL USE WHEN THE GARAGE SALE ACTIVITY 
TAKES PLACE ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS, AND/OR THE ACTIVITY INCLUDES THE 
SALE OF FIRST HAND MERCHANDISE MANUFACTURED OFF -PREMISES. 

GARBAGE: AN ACCUMULATION OF SPOILED, DECAYING OR DISCARDED ANIMAL 
OR VEGETABLE MATERIAL RESULTING FROM THE HANDLING, PREPARATION, 



COOKING, OR CONSUMPTION OF FOOD FOR HUMANS OR ANIMALS, AS WELL AS 
OTHER ORGANIC WASTE MATERIAL SUBJECT TO RAPID DECOMPOSITION. 

GRAFFITI: AN INSCRIPTION OR DRAWING CARVED OR DRAWN ON A 
STATIONARY STRUCTURE OR OBJECT SO AS TO BE DISCERNIBLE FROM THE 
PUBLIC RIGHT -OF-WAY AND WHICH DEGRADES THE BEAUTY AND APPEARANCE 
OF PROPERTY. 

GRASS: BARNYARD GRASS, BERMUDA GRASS, BLUEGRASS, BROME GRASSES, 
CRAB GRASS, FOXTAIL, JOHNSON GRASS, RAGWEED, RYE GRASS, ST. 
AUGUSTINE, WILD OATS, OR HYBRIDS THEREOF. 

HAZARD: A CONDITION THAT PRESENTS A RISK TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY, 
HEALTH OR THE ENVIRONMENT. 

IMMINENT HAZARD: A CONDITION THAT PRESENTS AN IMMEDIATE 
LIKELIHOOD FOR CAUSING HARM TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY, HEALTH, OR THE 
ENVIRONMENT. 

IMPROVED DUSTPROOF PARKING SURFACE: CONCRETE, ASPHALT, "CHIP 
SEAL," CRUSHED ROCK OR AGGREGATE THAT IS A MINIMUM OF 3 INCHES 
THICK. ALL CRUSHED ROCK OR AGGREGATE MUST BE CONTAINED BY A 
PERMANENT BORDER. 

IMPROVED PROPERTY: LAND ON WHICH BUILDINGS OR OTHER STRUCTURES 
ARE LOCATED. 

INCONGRUOUS MATERIALS, COLORS, AND FINISHES: EXTERIOR SURFACES 
THAT ARE NOT MATCHING, AND ARE INCONSISTENT, INCOMPATIBLE, AND 
DISCORDANT WITH THE ADJACENT EXTERIOR SURF ACES. 

INFESTATION: THE PRESENCE OF BIOLOGICAL VECTORS, INCLUDING INSECTS, 
RODENTS, OR OTHER PESTS IDENTIFIED AS CARRIERS OF PATHOGENIC 
BACTERIA, VIRUS, FUNGUS OR SIMILAR INFECTOUS BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS. 

JUNK: ITEMS THAT ARE OF LITTLE OR NO ECONOMIC VALUE AS THE ITEMS 
MAY EXIST IN THEIR PRESENT CONDITION, OTHER THAN VALUE AS SALVAGE, 
AND THAT ARE NOT CONFINED WITHIN AN INDUSTRIAL AREA IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE MESA ZONING ORDINANCE, SUCH AS AN ACCUMULATION OF THE 
FOLLOWING MATERIALS: DISCARDED OR SCRAPPED FURNITURE; GLASS, 
METAL, PAPER, OR MACHINERY PARTS; INOPERABLE MACHINERY OR 
APPLIANCES; BUILDING MATERIAL WASTES; LITTER; OR DISCARDED OR EMPTY 
CONTAINERS. JUNK SHALL ALSO INCLUDE ALL TYPES OF SOLID WASTE 
DESCRIBED IN CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE 8 OF THE MESA CITY CODE. 

LAND: ALL LOTS, OR PARCELS WITHIN THE OFFICIAL BOUNDARIES OF CITY OF 
MESA, WHETHER IMPROVED OR UNIMPROVED. 



LANDSCAPED YARD, IMPROVED: AREA WITH PLANTED, CONFIGURED AND 
MAINTAINED LANDSCAPING MATERIAL, SUCH AS TREES, SHRUBS, TURF, ROCK, 
GRAVEL OR STONE, VEGETATIVE GROUND COVER, NATURAL DESERT 
LANDSCAPE, ARTIFICIAL TURF, MULCH, DECORATIVE NATURAL AND 
STRUCTURAL FEATURES (WALLS, FENCES, HEDGES, TRELLISES, FOUNTAINS, 
SCULPTURES), AND BEDDING MATERIAL, THAT SERVE AN AESTHETIC OR 
FUNCTIONAL PURPOSE. 

LIVESTOCK: DOMESTIC ANIMALS, SUCH AS CATTLE OR HORSES, RAISED FOR 
HOME USE OR FOR PROFIT. 

NOTICE TO ABATE: A NOTICE ISSUED TO A RESPONSIBLE PARTY CONCERNING A 
VIOLATION OF THE MESA CITY CODE. 

OCCUPANT: THE PERSON OCCUPYING OR HAVING CUSTODY OF A STRUCTURE 
OR PREMISES AS A LESSEE OR OTHERWISE. 

OWNER: THE PERSON INDICATED ON THE RECORDS OF THE MARICOPA 
COUNTY ASSESSOR OR OTHER OFFICIAL BODY AS THE OWNER OF RECORD OF 
THE PROPERTY IN QUESTION. 

PERSON: A HUMAN BEING, ENTERPRISE, CORPORATION, ASSOCIATION, 
PARTNERSHIP, FIRM, OR SOCIETY. 

PLANT GROWTH: VEGETATION, WHETHER LIVING OR DEAD, SUCH AS GRASS, 
WEEDS, VINES, BUSHES, CACTUS, OR TREES. 

POLLUTED:ACONDITIONTHATEXISTSINWATERANDISCHARACTERIZEDBY 
BACTERIAL GROWTH, ALGAE, INSECT INFESTATION, THE REMAINS OF LITTER, 
DEBRIS, GARBAGE, OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN MATTER WHICH, BECAUSE OF ITS 
NATUREORLOCATION,CONSTITUTESANUNHEALTHY,UNSAFE,ORUNSIGHTLY 
CONDITION. 

PUBLIC PLACE: ANY STREET, SIDEWALK, BOULEVARD, ALLEY, RIGHT -OF-WAY, 
OR OTHER PUBLIC WAY AND ANY PUBLIC PARK, SQUARE, SPACE, GROUND, OR 
BUILDING. 

RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY: PROPERTY THAT IS USED SOLELY AS LEASED 
OR RENTED PROPERTY FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES. IF THE PROPERTY IS A 
SPACE RENTAL MOBILE HOME PARK OR A RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK, 
"RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY" INCLUDES THE RENTAL SPACE THAT IS 
LEASED OR RENTED BY THE OWNER OF THAT RENTAL SPACE BUT DOES NOT 
INCLUDE THE MOBILE HOME OR RECREATIONAL VEHICLE THAT SERVES AS 
THE ACTUAL DWELLING IF THE DWELLING IS OWNED AND OCCUPIED BY THE 
TENANT OF THE RENTAL SPACE AND NOT BY THE OWNER OF THE RENTAL 
SPACE. THE TERM ALSO INCLUDES ANY PROPERTY DEFINED AS A RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL DWELLING UNIT BY STATE LAW. 



RESPONSIBLE PARTY: A PERSON WHO KNOWS OR HAS REASON TO KNOW OF 
THE EXISTENCE OF ANY VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER ON THAT PERSON'S 
PROPERTY OR PROPERTY WHICH THAT PERSON OCCUPIES OR CONTROLS, IN 
WHOLE OR IN PART, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO AN OWNER, OCCUPANT, 
LESSOR, LEESEE, MANAGER, MANAGING AGENT, LICENSEE OR ANY PERSON 
WHO HAS LEGAL CARE OR CONTROL OF THE PROPERTY. 

SERVICE: METHODS OF DELIVERING OFFICIAL NOTICE TO A RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY OF AN ALLEGED CIVIL VIOLATION OF THE MESA CITY CODE, AS 
SPECIFIED BY THE LATEST EDITION OF THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL 
PROCEDURE AND/OR THE MESA CITY CODE. 

SLUMPROPERTY:RESIDENTIALRENTALPROPERTYTHATHASDETERIORATED 
OR IS IN A STATE OF DISREPAIR AND THAT MANIFESTS 1 OR MORE OF THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS THAT ARE A DANGER TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF 
THE PUBLIC: 

A. STRUCTURALLY UNSOUND EXTERIOR SURFACES, ROOF, WALLS, DOORS, 
FLOORS, STAIRWELLS, PORCHES, OR RAILINGS. 

B. LACK OF POTABLE WATER, ADEQUATE SANITATION FACILITIES, 
ADEQUATE WATER, OR WASTE PIPE CONNECTIONS. 

C. HAZARDOUS ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS OR GAS CONNECTIONS. 

D. LACK OF SAFE, RAPID EGRESS. 

E. ACCUMULATION OF HUMAN OR ANIMAL WASTE, MEDICAL OR 
BIOLOGICAL WASTE, HAZARDOUS, GASEOUS OR COMBUSTIBLE 
MATERIALS, DANGEROUS OR CORROSIVE LIQUIDS, FLAMMABLE OR 
EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS, OR DRUG PARAPHERNALIA. 

F. ANY OTHER CONDITION RECOGNIZED AS A BASIS FOR SLUM PROPERTY 
DESIGNATION BY THE ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES. 

STORED: PARKING, LEAVING, LOCATING, KEEPING, MAINTAINING, DEPOSITING, 
REMAINING, OR BEING PHYSICALLY PRESENT ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

STREET OR HIGHWAY: THE ENTIRE WIDTH BETWEEN THE BOUNDARY LINES OF 
EVERY WAY PUBLICLY OWNED OR MAINTAINED SPACE WHEN ANY PART 
THEREOF IS OPEN TO THE USE OF THE PUBLIC FOR PURPOSES OF VEHICULAR 
TRAFFIC. 

UTILITY TRAILER: A VEHICLE WITHOUT MOTIVE POWER DESIGNED FOR 
CARRYING PROPERTY AND FOR BEING DRAWN BY A MOTOR VEHICLE. 



VEHICLE: EVERY DEVICE BY WHICH ANY PERSON OR PROPERTY IS OR MAY 
BE TRANSPORTED OR DRAWN UPON A STREET OR HIGHWAY, EXCEPTING 
DEVICES MOVED BY HUMAN POWER OR USED EXCLUSIVELY UPON 
STATIONARY RAILS OR TRACKS. 

WATERCRAFT: ANY CRAFT OR VEHICLE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR USE ON 
WATER, SUCH AS A BOAT, CANOE, JET SKI, PONTOON, OR SIMILAR-TYPE 
VEHICLE. 

WEEDS: BULL THISTLE, COCKLEBUR, FOXTAIL, HORSEWEED, LAMBS 
QUARTERS, LONDON ROCKET, MALLOW, MILKWEED, PIGWEED, MUSTARDS, 
PRICKLY LETTUCE, RAGWEED, RUSSIAN THISTLE, SHEPARDSPURSE, 
SOWTHISTLE, WHITE HORSENETTLE, WILLOW WEED, AND THOSE TYPES OF 
PLANT GROWTH DEFINED AS NOXIOUS WEEDS IN A.R.S. §3-201 REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER A PARTICULAR PROPERTY OWNER OR OCCUPANT WHO IS THE 
SUBJECT OF ENFORCEMENT ACTION UNDER THIS CODE REGARDS THE 
GROWTH AS DESIRABLE. 

YARD: AN OPEN SPACE ON THE PERIMETER OF THE SAME LOT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND THAT IS UNOCCUPIED AND UNOBSTRUCTED FROM THE GROUND UPWARD, 
EXCEPT BY STRUCTURES OR OTHER ITEMS OTHERWISE PERMITTED AS 
ENCROACHMENTS, AS MAY BE SPECIFIED BY TITLE 11. YARDS MAY BE 
DESCRIBED AS FRONT, SIDE OR REAR BASED ON THE DEFINITIONS FOUND IN 
THIS CHAPTER AND CHAPTER 87 OF TITLE 11, AND SHALL NOT INCLUDE 
COURTYARDS OR OTHER OPEN SPACE FOUND PRINCIPALLY TOWARDS THE LOT 
INTERIOR. 

YARD, FRONT: A YARD EXTENDING ACROSS THE FULL WIDTH OF THE LOT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND BETWEEN THE MOST FORWARD PLANE OF THE BUILDING 
FRONTING THE STREET AND THE STREET. ON SINGLE RESIDENCE CORNER 
LOTSTHEFRONTYARDSHALLBETHENARROWERFRONTAGEOFTHELOTOR 
THE FRONTAGE WITH THE PRIMARY ENTRANCE. FOR ANY OTHER CORNER 
LOTS, ALL LAND BETWEEN THE PORTION OF THE BUILDING CLOSEST TO THE 
STREET, AND THE STREET SHALL BE CONSIDERED A FRONT YARD FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF THIS CHAPTER OF THE CITY CODE. 

YARD, SIDE: A YARD EXTENDING FROM THE FRONT PLANE OF THE BUILDING 
TO THE REAR PLANE OF THE BUILDING, AND THEN EXTENDING A WAY FROM 
THE BUILDING TO THE CLOSEST SIDE PROPERTY LINE. 

8-6-3: PUBLIC NUISANCES PROHIBITED: 
THE FOLLOWING ACTS, OMISSIONS, CONDITIONS, AND THINGS IN OR 

UPON ANY LAND OR STRUCTURE IN THE CITY CONSTITUTE PUBLIC NUISANCES, 
THE EXISTENCE OF WHICH ARE HEREBY PROHIBITED AND DECLARED TO BE 
UNLAWFUL: 



(A) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT CAUSE OR ALLOW 
ANY ABANDONED, INOPERABLE OR UNREGISTERED VEHICLE, OR ANY PARTS 
OF A VEHICLE THEREOF, TO BE PARKED OR STORED OUTSIDE OR UNDER A 
CARPORT OR OTHER ROOF AREA NOT ENCLOSED BY WALLS, DOORS OR 
WINDOWS OF ANY BUILDING ON ANY LOT FOR LONGER THAN 10 DAYS, 
UNLESS IN COMPLETE CONFORMANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 

1. WHEN AN UNREGISTERED VEHICLE IS OPERABLE AND VISIBLE FROM 
THE RIGHT -OF-WAY, IT SHALL BE PLACED UNDER A CARPORT OR 
OTHER ROOF AREA OF ANY BUILDING; 

2. IN THE RS-6 AND RS-7 ZONING DISTRICTS, A MAXIMUM OF 3 
INOPERABLE OR UNREGISTERED VEHICLES MAY BE STORED ON A 
SINGLE LOT. SUCH VEHICLES SHALL BE STORED WITHIN THE SIDE OR 
REAR YARDS AND SHALL BE SCREENED BY A 6' HIGH OPAQUE FENCE; 

3. IN THE RS-9, RS-15 AND RS-35 ZONING DISTRICTS, A MAXIMUM OF 5 
INOPERABLE OR UNREGISTERED VEHICLES MAY BE STORED ON A 
SINGLE LOT. SUCH VEHICLES SHALL BE STORED WITHIN THE SIDE OR 
REAR YARDS AND SHALL BE SCREENED BY A 6' HIGH OPAQUE FENCE; 

4. IN THE RS-43 AND RS-90 ZONING DISTRICTS, A MAXIMUM OF 7 
INOPERABLE OR UNREGISTERED VEHICLES MAY BE STORED ON A 
SINGLE LOT. SUCH VEHICLES SHALL BE STORED WITHIN THE SIDE OR 
REAR YARDS AND SHALL BE SCREENED BY A 6' HIGH OPAQUE FENCE; 

5. VEHICLES STORED ON THE PREMISES OF A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 
OPERA TED IN A LAWFUL PLACE AND MANNER IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE MESA CITY CODE WHERE THE STORAGE OF 
THE VEHICLE IS NECESSARY TO THE OPERATION OF THE BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE. 

(B) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT CAUSE OR ALLOW 
THE DEPOSIT, STORAGE, OR MAINTENANCE OF ANY GARBAGE OR JUNK, OR 
AN ACCUMULATION OF MATERIALS SUCH AS: VEHICLE PARTS, APPLIANCES, 
INDOOR FURNITURE, BOXES, CRATES, PACKING CASES, MATTRESSES, 
BEDDING, LUMBER, SCRAP IRON, TIN, AND OTHER METALS, UNLESS STORED 
SAFELY IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE ORDNANCES AND 
REGULATIONS, AND WITHIN A LAWFUL, ENCLOSED BUILDING OR 
STRUCTURE, OR SCREENED BY A LAWFUL FENCE OR WITHIN A TRASH 
RECEPTACLE IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO NOT BE VISIBLE FROM BEYOND THE 
LOT BOUNDARIES, EXCEPT AS AUTHORIZED FOR COLLECTION UNDER TITLE 
8, CHAPTER3 OF THIS CODE. 

(C) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY OR PLACE OF BUSINESS WITHIN 
THE CITY SHALL KEEP THE SIDEWALK OR PUBLIC PLACES FRONTING OR 
BORDERING SUCH PROPERTY OR PLACE OF BUSINESS FREE OF GARBAGE, 



JUNK, OBSTRUCTIONS, AND WEEDS OR GRASS; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THIS 
SECTION SHALL NOT PROHIBIT THE TEMPORARY STORAGE OF SUCH 
MATTERS IN AUTHORIZED RECEPTACLES FOR COLLECTION CONSISTENT 
WITH CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE 8 OF THE MESA CITY CODE. 

(D) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT ALLOW OR PERMIT 
TREES, SHRUBS, OR PLANTS ON LAND ADJACENT TO SIDEWALKS OR PUBLIC 
PLACES FRONTING OR BORDERING THEIR PROPERTY TO GROW IN A MANNER 
THAT IMPEDES, OBSTRUCTS, OR INTERFERES WITH THE PASSAGE ON ANY 
STREET, SIDEWALK, ALLEY OR OTHER PASSAGEWAY WITHIN THE CITY OR 
THAT LIMITS THE VISIBILITY OF ANY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE OR SIGNAL. 
VEGETATION MUST BE TRIMMED A MINIMUM OF 8 FEET OVER THE 
SIDEWALK AND 14 FEET OVER THE STREET OR ALLEY. 

(E) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY SHALL NOT 
ALLOW PLANT MATERIAL TO REMAIN ON A PROPERTY THAT IS DEAD, 
DISEASED, DYING OR SO DRY AS TO BE READILY FLAMMABLE OR 
COMBUSTIBLE THAT MAY CONSTITUTE A FIRE HAZARD OR OTHER THREAT 
TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY. 

(F) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT DEPOSIT, SWEEP, 
OR PERMIT THE DRAINAGE OF ANY GARBAGE, JUNK, LIQUID, OBSTRUCTION, 
OR OTHER MATERIAL WHICH IS OFFENSIVE TO SIGHT OR SMELL OR IMPEDES 
PASSAGE OR IS DETRIMENTAL TO PUBLIC HEALTH, INTO ANY PUBLIC RIGHT 
OF WAY, PUBLIC PLACE IN THE CITY, PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT (PUE) OR 
PUBLIC UTILITY AND FACILITIES EASEMENT (PUFE). 

(G) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT PERMIT: 

1. ANYSWIMMINGPOOLOROTHERBODYOFWATERONTHEPROPERTYTO 
STAGNATE AND THEREFORE BECOME EUTROPHIC, POLLUTED, OR OFFENSIVE 
TO THE SENSES AND UNSAFE, OR 

2. THE PONDING OF WATER TO BECOME STAGNANT SO AS TO CAUSE A 
HAZARDOUS OR UNHEALTHY CONDITION, FACILITATE THE BREEDING OF 
INSECTS, OR OVERSATURATE THE SOIL IN A MANNER THAT MAY CAUSE 
DAMAGE TO FOUNDATION WALLS. 

3. REVISION, BLOCKAGE OR DISRUPTION OF STORM WATER DRAINAGE 
PATTERNS OTHERWISE DESIGNED TO FLOW INTO AN ON-SITE RETENTION 
BASIN OR STORMWATER DRAIN, SUCH THAT STORMWATER MAY BE 
DIVERTED TO NEIGHBORING SITES, AND/OR MAY CAUSE LOCAL FLOODING 
TO OCCUR. 

(H) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY, BUILDING OR STRUCTURE 
WITHIN THE CITY SHALL NOT PERMIT GRAFFITI ON THE BUILDING, 
STRUCTURE, TRAILER, DUMPSTER OR ANY OTHER OBJECT LOCATED ON THE 



PROPERTY TO REMAIN, AND SHALL BE REQUIRED TO ERADICATE GRAFFITI 
SHOULD IT OCCUR. 

(I) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL NOT: 

1. ERECT OR MAINTAIN, OR ALLOW ANYONE TO ERECT OR MAINTAIN, ANY 
ELECTRIC FENCE; 

2. ATTACH OR ALLOW ANYONE TO ATTACH TO ANY FENCE SUCH ITEMS AS 
GLASS, NAILS, METAL OBJECTS, OR OTHER MATERIALS IN SUCH A 

MANNER THAT IS LIKELY TO INJURE ANY PERSON WHO COMES IN 
CONTACT WITH SUCH OBJECT; OR, 

3. ERECT OR MAINTAIN, NOR ALLOW ANYONE TO ERECT OR MAINTAIN, 
BARBED WIRE OR RAZOR WIRE; 

a. EXCEPTION: NO MORE THAN 3 STRANDS OF BARBED WIRE OR 1 
COIL OF RAZOR WIRE MAY BE USED WHEN SUCH WIRE IS A 
MINIMUM OF 6 FEET AND 2 INCHES ABOVE THE GROUND AND 
SUCH WIRE IS PLACED AT THE TOP OF AN OTHERWISE LAWFUL 
FENCE ENCLOSING A MUNICIPAL, INSTITUTIONAL, COMMERCIAL 
OR INDUSTRIAL BUILDING, STRUCTURE OR PROPERTY. 

b. EXCEPTION: BARBED WIRE FENCING MAY BE PRIMARILY USED 
FOR AGRICULTURAL OR LIVESTOCK PURPOSES ONLY WHEN A 
PROPERTY IS LARGER THAN 1 ACRE. THIS EXCEPTION DOES NOT 
EXTEND TO THE USE OF RAZOR WIRE OR SIMILAR PRODUCTS. 

c. WHERE ALLOWED, BARBED WIRE OR RAZOR WIRE SHALL ONLY 
EXTEND UP FROM THE TOP OF THE FENCE EITHER PARALLEL TO 
THE FENCE ALIGNMENT OR TOWARDS THE INTERIOR OF THE 
ENCLOSED SPACE, AND NOT OUTWARDS BEYOND THE PROPERTY 
OR ENCLOSED SPACE. 

(J) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY 
TO ALLOW ON VACANT OR UNDEVELOPED PROPERTY, AS MAY BE 
EVIDENCED BY A LACK OF AN IMPROVED DUST -PROOF SURF ACE, THE LACK 
OF A RESIDENCE OR AN OFFICE OR OTHER ENCLOSED BUILDING, OR THE 
LACK OF LAWFULLY INSTALLED ELECTRIC OR WATER RELATED UTILITY 
IMPROVEMENTS ON THE PROPERTY, 

1. TO STORE A VEHICLE OR BOAT, OR 

2. TO DISPLAY ANY VEHICLE OR BOAT FOR SALE, RENT, OR LEASE, OR 

3. TO ALLOW OR PERMIT SUCH STORAGE OR DISPLAYS OF VEHICLES OR 
BOATS TO OCCUR. 



(K) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL MAINTAIN, REPAIR, 
REPLACE OR COMPLETE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE EXPOSED EXTERIOR 
SURFACES OF ALL BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO EXTERIOR WINDOWS, DOORS, CANOPIES, METAL AWNINGS, ROOFS, 
EXHAUST DUCTS, CHIMNEYS, PAINTED SURF ACES, WINDOW SCREENING, 
FENCES, SCREEN WALLS, RETAINING WALLS, FOUNDATIONS, COOLING 
DEVICES, OUTDOOR STAIRS, PORCHES, AND RAILINGS AS VISIBLE FROM THE 
ANY RIGHTS-OF-WAY SO THAT SUCH EXTERIOR SURF ACES DO NOT EXHIBIT 
DETERIORATION OR DISREPAIR, DAMAGE OR BLIGHT. THE RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY SHALL NOT ALLOW THE MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, REPLACEMENT, 
COMPLETION OR USE OF MATERIALS, COLORS, OR FINISHES THAT ARE 
INCONGRUOUS WITH THE PREDOMINANT MATERIALS, COLORS, OR FINISHES 
OF SUCH EXPOSED EXTERIOR SURFACE UNLESS SUCH INCONGRUOUS 
MATERIALS, COLORS, OR FINISHES ARE LESS THAN 20 CONTIGUOUS SQUARE 
FEET, OR LESS THAN 10 PERCENT OF THE AREA OF ANY EXPOSED INDIVIDUAL 
PLANE SURF ACE UNBROKEN BY CORNERS OR ANGLES. THIS SECTION IS NOT 
INTENDED TO REGULATE SIGNS AS DEFINED BY SECTION 11-41-5 OF THE MESA 
CITY CODE, ART, MURALS, ARCHITECTURAL STYLES OR COLOR PATTERNS 
AND SCHEMES AS PERMITTED OR AUTHORIZED IN OTHER TITLES OF THIS 
CODE. 

(L) NO PERSON OR RESPONSIBLEPARTYSHALLALLOWORPERMIT ANYPERSON 
TO PARK COMMERCIAL VEHICLE ON ANY UNDEVELOPED PRIVATE 
PROPERTY OR PROPERTY WITHOUT AN IMPROVED DUSTPROOF SURF ACE 
EXCEPT WHEN SUCH PARKING IS NECESSARILY REQUIRED WHILE ACTUALLY 
CARRYING OUT A LAWFUL COMMERCIAL PURPOSE. THE VEHICLE OWNER, 
THE VEHICLE OPERATOR, AND ANY RESPONSIBLE PARTY FOR THE LAND 
SHALL BE JOINTLY AND SEVERALLY LIABLE FOR VIOLATION OF THIS 
PARAGRAPH. 

(M) NO PERSON SHALL ATTACH OR CAUSE TO BE ATTACHED ANY SIGN TO ANY 
PUBLIC UTILITY STRUCTURE, TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICE, STREETLIGHT 
STANDARD, OR SIMILAR STRUCTURE IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY OR 
ERECT ANY PORTABLEffEMPORARY SIGN IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY 
EXCEPTING THOSE SIGNS ERECTED BY A PUBLIC UTILITY, GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY OR AS OTHERWISE PERMITTED BY THE CITY CODE. 

(N) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY VACANT, ABANDONED, PARTIALLY 
DESTROYED OR PARTIALLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDINGS SHALL SECURE SUCH 
BUILDING AGAINST UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY AT ALL TIMES. 

(0) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF A PARCEL OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY SHALL 
NOT ALLOW THEREON WEEDS OR GRASS WHICH OCCUPY MORE THAN 10 
PERCENT OR 50 SQUARE FEET, IN TOTAL AREA OF A DEVELOPED PARCEL TO 
ATTAIN A PREDOMINANT HEIGHT IN EXCESS OF 9 INCHES, OR MORE THAN 10 
PERCENT OF THE AREA OF AN UNDEVELOPED PARCEL TO ATTAIN A 
PREDOMINANT HEIGHT IN EXCESS OF 12 INCHES. THIS PROVISION SHALL NOT 



APPLY TO: 

1. SINGLE RESIDENCE REAR YARDS NOT VISIBLE FROM THE ADJACENT 
RIGHT-OF-WAY; OR 

2. PARCELS OF LAND IN WHICH LIVESTOCK GRAZE; OR 

3. PARCELS OF LAND USED TO RAISE FEED CROPS. 

(P) NO RESPONSIBLE PARTY SHALL PERMIT OR CAUSE THE ESCAPE OR FLOW OF 
WATER INTO OR UPON A PUBLIC STREET OR ALLEY FROM ANY SOURCE IN 
SUCH QUANTITY AS TO CAUSE FLOODING, TO IMPEDE VEHICULAR OR 
PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC, TO CREATE A HAZARDOUS CONDITION TO SUCH 
TRAFFIC, TO CAUSE DAMAGE TO THE PUBLIC STREETS OR ALLEYS, OR TO 
CAUSE A CONDITION WHICH CONSTITUTES A PUBLIC NUISANCE OR A 
THREAT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY. 

(Q) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO PLACE OR ALLOW TO BE 
PLACED ANY RUBBISH, TRASH, FILTH OR DEBRIS UPON ANY PRIVATE OR 
PUBLIC PROPERTY NOT OWNED OR UNDER THEIR CONTROL. 

(R) NO PERSON SHALL OFFER TO SELL, OR PLANT ANY MALE MULBERRY TREE 
(MORUS ALBA) OR OLIVE TREE (OLEA EUROPEA) IN THE CITY UNLESS IT IS 
ONE OF THE NONPOLLINATING VARIETIES OF SUCH TREES. THE CITY SHALL 
MAINTAIN A CURRENT LIST OF NONPOLLINATING VARIETIES, WHICH SHALL 
BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND SHALL BE BASED ON INDUSTRY 
STANDARD FOR NONPOLLINATING VARIETIES, APPLICABLE HORTICULTURAL 
AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DATA, REVIEW AND EVALUATION BY 
QUALIFIED EXPERTS, AND OTHER APPROPRIATE INFORMATION. 

(S) NO RESPONSIBLE PARTY SHALL MAINTAIN OR DISPLAY ANY SIGN 
REGULATED UNDER THE MESA CITY CODE, TITLE 11 ARTICLE 5, THAT IS 
DAMAGED OR DETERIORATED TO A CONDITION CONSTITUTING A VISUAL 
BLIGHT. VISUAL BLIGHT SHALL INCLUDE CONDITIONS DETECTABLE FROM 
BEYOND THE LOT BOUNDARIES SUCH AS CHIPPING, PEELING, FADING, OR 
RUSTING SURFACES; THE PRESENCE OF CRACKS, HOLES, BUCKLES, WARPS, 
OR SPLINTERS IN ANY SIGN COMPONENT; AND DEFECTIVE BULBS, 
FLUORESCENT TUBES, OR NEON OR OTHER INERT GAS LIGHT SEGMENTS. 

(T) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL TO PARK ANY MOTOR VEHICLE WITHIN THE FRONT 
OR SIDE YARD OF A SINGLE-RESIDENCE USE UNLESS SUCH PARKING IS ON AN 
IMPROVED, DUSTPROOF PARKING SURFACE. SUCH PARKING WITHIN THE 
FRONT YARD OF A SINGLE-RESIDENCE USE SHALL BE ON OR CONTIGUOUS TO 
A LEGAL DRIVEWAY AND SUCH PARKING SHALL NOT EXCEED A MAXIMUM 
OF 50 PERCENT OF THE FRONT YARD AREA. 

(U) IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL TO STORE ANY WATERCRAFT, UTILITY TRAILER, OR 



ANY NONVEHICLE-MOUNTED CAMPER SHELL OR TRUCK CAMPER IN THE 
FRONT YARD OR IN FRONT OF THE FRONT PLANE OF THE NEAREST 
ADJACENT ENCLOSED BUILDING ON THE SAME LOT OR PARCEL AS SUCH 
WATERCRAFT, UTILITY TRAILER OR NON-VEHICLE MOUNTED CAMPER. ALL 
WATERCRAFT TRAILERS, UTILITY TRAILERS, NON VEHICLE-MOUNTED 
CAMPERS AND TRUCK CAMPERS VISIBLE TO THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAYS 
MUST BE OPERABLE, HAVE INFLATED TIRES AND BE KEPT FREE OF WEEDS 
AND DEBRIS. (SEE FIGURE 8-6-3.A) 
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FIGURE 8-6-3.A WATERCRAFT, UTILITY TRAILER OR NON-VEHICLE CAMPER SHELL 
OR TRUCK CAMPER STORAGE 

(V) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF IMPROVED PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY SHALL 
MAINTAIN ALL BUILDINGS, ADDITIONS, APPENDAGES, ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES OR OTHER STRUCTURES AND EXPOSED EXTERIOR SURFACES 
SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, EXTERIOR WINDOWS, DOORS, CANOPIES, 
METAL AWNINGS, ROOFS, EXHAUST DUCTS, CHIMNEYS, PAINTED SURF ACES, 
WINDOW SCREENING, FENCES, SCREEN WALLS, RETAINING WALLS, 
FOUNDATIONS, COOLING DEVICES, OUTDOOR STAIRS, PORCHES AND 
RAILINGS, IN A STRUCTURALLY SOUND CONDITION THAT DOES NOT 
CONSTITUTE A HAZARD AND IS IMPERVIOUS TO MOISTURE AND WEATHER 
ELEMENTS. 

(W) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF ANY PROPERTY SHALL MAINTAIN: 

1. ALL IMPROVED LANDSCAPED YARDS VISIBLE FROM THE ADJACENT 
RIGHTS OF WAY SO AS NOT TO EXHIBIT DETERIORATION, DISREPAIR, OR 
BLIGHT CONSTITUTING MORE THAN 20 CONTIGUOUS SQUARE FEET, OR 



MORE THAN 10 PERCENT OF THE AREA AND 

2. ALL IMPROVED GROUND SURF ACES, SUCH AS BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 
PRIVATE STREETS, DRIVES, PAVING, CONCRETE AND ASPHALT SO AS NOT 
TO EXHIBIT DETERIORATION, DISREPAIR, OR BLIGHT CONSTITUTING AN 
ACCUMULATION OF POT HOLES, LARGE SURFACE CRACKS, OR PEELING, 
CHIPPING A WAY OR DISINTEGRATING SURF ACE MATERIAL. 

(X) NO RESPONSIBLE PARTY SHALL PERMIT THE CONDUCTING OF GARAGE 
SALES FROM ANY PROPERTY IN EXCESS OF 4 EVENTS PER CALENDAR YEAR 
WITH NO MORE THAN 3 CONSECUTIVE DAYS FOR ANY GIVEN EVENT. 

THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION MAY BE APPLIED CUMULATIVELY OR 
SEPARATELY FOR PURPOSES OF ENFORCEMENT. 



ARTICLE II 

INSPECTIONS 

SECTION: 

8-6-4: AUTHORITY TO INSPECT: 

(A) THE MESA DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT OR SUCH 
OTHER CITY DIVISION OR DEPARTMENT AS THE CITY MANAGER MAY 
DESIGNATE IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO MAKE INSPECTIONS FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER IN THE NORMAL COURSE OF JOB DUTIES OR 
IN RESPONSE TO A CITIZEN COMPLAINT THAT AN ALLEGED VIOLATION OF 
THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER MAY EXIST OR WHEN THERE IS A REASON 
TO BELIEVE THAT A VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER HAS BEEN OR IS BEING 
COMMITTED. THE CITY MAY ALSO CONDUCT INSPECTIONS OF INDIVIDUAL 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE LAW. 

(B) IN ORDER TO DETERMINE COMPLIANCE WITH THIS CHAPTER, PRIVATE 
PROPERTY MAY BE ENTERED WITH THE CONSENT OF THE OWNER OR 
OCCUPANT OR AS AUTHORIZED BY A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION. 



SECTION: 

8-6-5: 
8-6-6: 
8-6-7: 
8-6-8: 
8-6-9: 
8-6-10: 
8-6-11: 
8-6-12: 
8-6-13: 
8-6-14: 
8-6-15: 
8-6-16: 
8-6-17: 
8-6-18: 
8-6-19: 
8-6-20: 

8-6-5: 

ARTICLE III 

ENFORCEMENT 

COMMENCEMENT OF AN ACTION 
REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE 
DEFENDANTS AND RESPONSIBLE PARTIES 
CIVIL VIOLATIONS AND CITATION 
CIVIL PENAL TIES 
RESERVED) 
HABITUAL OFFENDER 
FAILURE TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY 

ABATEMENT 
REQUEST FOR ABATEMENT HEARING 
RECORDING AN ABATEMENT VIOLATION 
EMERGENCY ABATEMENT 
SUSPENSION OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT OR LICENSE 
SLUM PROPERTY 
INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL RENTAL INSPECTION 
(RESERVED) 

COMMENCEMENT OF AN ACTION: 

(A) THE CITY MANAGER OR DESIGNEE IS AUTHORIZED TO COMMENCE AN 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION UNDER THIS CHAPTER BY ISSUING A NOTICE OF 
ABATEMENT UNDER THIS ARTICLE OR A CITATION FOR CIVIL SANCTIONS 
UNDER THIS ARTICLE, OR BOTH. THEY MAY ALSO SEEK THE ISSUANCE OF A 
COMPLAINT BY THE MESA CITY PROSECUTOR FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 
OF HABITUAL OFFENDERS AS DEFINED IN THIS ARTICLE. 

(B) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL PRECLUDE CITY EMPLOYEES FROM 
SEEKING VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
CHAPTER OR FROM ENFORCING THIS CHAPTER THROUGH NOTICES OF 
VIOLATION, WARNINGS, OR OTHER INFORMAL DEVICES DESIGNED TO 
ACHIEVE COMPLIANCE IN THE MOST EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE MANNER 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

8-6-6: REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE: 
VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER ARE IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER 

VIOLATION ESTABLISHED BY LAW, AND THIS CHAPTER SHALL NOT BE 
INTERPRETED AS LIMITING THE PENALTIES, ACTIONS, OR ABATEMENT 



PROCEDURES WHICH MAY BE TAKEN BY THE CITY OR OTHER PERSONS UNDER 
OTHER LAWS, ORDINANCES, OR RULES. 

8-6-7: DEFENDANTS AND RESPONSIBLE PARTIES: 
ANY RESPONSIBLE PARTY WHO CAUSES, PERMITS, FACILITATES, AIDS, 

OR ABETS ANY VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER OR WHO FAILS TO PERFORM ANY 
ACT OR DUTY REQUIRED PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER IS SUBJECT TO THE 
ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES MAY BE 
INDIVIDUALLY AND JOINTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE VIOLATIONS, THE 
PRESCRIBED CIVIL OR CRIMINAL SANCTIONS, FOR ABATEMENT OF THE 
VIOLATION AND FOR ANY ASSOCIATED COSTS AND FEES. 

8-6-8: CIVIL VIOLATIONS AND CITATION: 

(A) A CIVIL ACTION FOR VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER MAY BE COMMENCED 
BY ISSUANCE OF A CITATION. (2568) 

(B) THE CITATION WILL BE SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CITY MANAGER OR DESIGNEE. THE CITATION SHALL ADVISE THE 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY OF THE VIOLATION(S) COMMITTED, EITHER BY 
WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF THE VIOLATIONS OR BY DESIGNATION OF THE 
CITY CODE SECTION THAT WAS VIOLATED. THE CITATION SHALL DIRECT 
THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY TO PAY THE CIVIL SANCTION AND ALL 
APPLICABLE FEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8-6-9 OF THIS CHAPTER 
WITHIN THE TIME PERIOD SPECIFIED ON THE CITATION OR TO APPEAR 
BEFORE THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER WITHIN THE TIME PERIOD SPECIFIED 
ON THE CITATION AND ADMIT OR DENY THE ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN 
THE CITATION. THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER MAY PERMIT AMENDMENTS TO 
THE CITATION IF SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS OF THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY ARE 
NOT THEREBY PREJUDICED. THE CITATION SHALL BE SERVED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE. HOWEVER, 
IN A VIOLATION INVOLVING SECTION 8-6-3(L) OF THE MESA CITY CODE, A 
CITATION MAY BE SERVED UPON THE OWNER OR OWNERS OF THE VEHICLE, 
THE REGISTERED OWNER OR OWNERS OF THE VEHICLE, OR THE OPERA TOR 
OR PERSON WHO PARKED OR PLACED THE VEHICLE WHERE THE VIOLATION 
OCCURRED BY ATTACHING A COPY OF THE CITATION TO THE VEHICLE. 

(C) THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY SHALL, WITHIN THE TIME PERIOD SPECIFIED ON 
THE CITATION OR WITHIN 10 CALENDAR DAYS OF THE ISSUANCE OF THE 
CITATION, WHICHEVER IS GREATER, EITHER PAY THE CIVIL SANCTION AND 
THE FEES, OR APPEAR IN PERSON, THROUGH AN ATTORNEY OR BY EMAIL 
WITH THE CLERK OF THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICE AND ADMIT OR DENY THE 
ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN THE CITATION. 



1. IF THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY TIMELY PAYS THE CIVIL SANCTION AND 
THE FEES, EITHER IN PERSON OR BY MAILING PAYMENT TO THE CITY, 
THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE CITATION SHALL BE DEEMED ADMITTED AND 
SUCH PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING 
COMMITTED THE OFFENSE(S) DESCRIBED IN THE CITATION. IF THE 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY APPEARS IN PERSON, THROUGH AN ATTORNEY OR 
BY EMAIL AND ADMITS THE ALLEGATIONS, THE CIVIL HEARING 
OFFICER SHALL ENTER JUDGMENT AGAINST THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY 
IN THE AMOUNT OF THE CIVIL SANCTION, PLUS ANY APPLICABLE FEES 
DESIGNATED IN SECTION 8-6-9; OR, 

2. IF THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY APPEARS IN PERSON, THROUGH AN 
ATTORNEY OR BY EMAIL AND DENIES THE ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN 
THE CITATION, THE CLERK OF THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER: SHALL SET 
THE MATTER FOR HEARING. 

(D) IF A PERSON SERVED WITH A CITATION FAILS TO PAY THE CIVIL SANCTION 
AND THE FEES OR TO FILE ON OR BEFORE THE TIME DIRECTED ON THE 
CITATION OR APPEAR AT THE TIME SET FOR HEARING BY THE CLERK OF THE 
CIVIL HEARING OFFICE, THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE COMPLAINT SHALL BE 
DEEMED ADMITTED, AND THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER SHALL ENTER A 
FINDING OF RESPONSIBLE AND A JUDGMENT FOR THE CITY AND IMPOSE THE 
APPROPRIATE SANCTIONS AND FEES. 

(E) ALL PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER SHALL BE 
INFORMAL AND WITHOUT A JURY, EXCEPT THAT TESTIMONY SHALL BE 
GIVEN UNDER OATH OR AFFIRMATION. THE TECHNICAL RULES OF 
EVIDENCE DO NOT APPLY, EXCEPT FOR STATUTORY PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS. IF THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE CITATION 
ARE DENIED, THE CITY IS REQUIRED TO PROVE VIOLATIONS OF THIS 
CHAPTER BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE. NO PREHEARING 
DISCOVERY SHALL BE PERMITTED, EXCEPT UNDER EXTRAORDINARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES AS DETERMINED BY THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER. THE 
CIVIL HEARING OFFICER IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE SUCH ORDERS AS MAY BE 
NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE TO FAIRLY AND EFFICIENTLY DETERMINE THE 
TRUTH AND DECIDE THE CASE AT HAND. 

(F) ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY A DECISION OF THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER, 
AT ANY TIME WITHIN 30 CALENDAR DAYS AFTER A FINAL JUDGMENT HAS 
BEEN RENDERED, MAY FILE A COMPLAINT OF SPECIAL ACTION IN SUPERIOR 
COURT TO REVIEW THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER'S DECISION. FILING THE 
COMPLAINT DOES NOT STAY PROCEEDINGS ON THE DECISION SOUGHT TO BE 
REVIEWED, BUT THE COURT MAY, ON APPLICATION, GRANT A STAY AND ON 
FINAL HEARING, AFFIRM OR REVERSE, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, OR MODIFY 
THE DECISION REVIEWED. 

(G) ANY CIVIL JUDGMENT ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE SHALL 



CONSTITUTE A LIEN AGAINST THE REAL PROPERTY OF THE RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY THAT MAY BE PERFECTED BY RECORDING A COPY OF THE JUDGMENT 
WITH THE MARICOPA COUNTY RECORDER. ANY JUDGMENT ISSUED 
PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE MAY BE COLLECTED AS ANY OTHER CIVIL 
JUDGMENT. 

8-6-9: CIVIL PENAL TIES: 

(A) ANY RESPONSIBLE PARTY WHO IS FOUND RESPONSIBLE FOR A CIVIL 
VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER, WHETHER BY ADMISSION, DEFAULT, OR 
AFTER A HEARING, SHALL PAY A CIVIL SANCTION OF NOT LESS THAN $150 OR 
MORE THAN $1,500. A SECOND FINDING OF RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN 36 
MONTHS OF THE COMMISSION OF A PRIOR VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER 
SHALL RESULT IN AN ENHANCED CIVIL SANCTION OF NOT LESS THAN $250 OR 
MORE THAN $2,500. A THIRD FINDING OF RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN 36 MONTHS 
OF THE COMMISSION OF A PRIOR VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER SHALL 
RESULT IN AN ENHANCED CIVIL SANCTION OF NOT LESS THAN $500.00 OR 
MORE THAN $2,500. IN ADDITION TO THE CIVIL SANCTION, THE RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY SHALL PAY THE APPLICABLE FEES AND CHARGES SET FORTH IN THE 
CITY'S DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT (CODE 
COMPLIANCE) SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES, AND MAY BE ORDERED TO 
PAY ANY OTHER APPLICABLE FEES AND CHARGES. 

(B) UNDER UNUSUAL OR EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, AND FOR GOOD 
CAUSE, THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER SHALL HAVE THE DISCRETION TO 
REDUCE OR ELIMINATE ANY PORTION OF THE CIVIL SANCTIONS SPECIFIED 
IN THIS SECTION, AND/OR TO MAKE ANY OTHER JUDGMENTS OR ORDERS 
DEEMED BY THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER TO BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF 
THE CITY OF MESA, WHICH WILL RESULT IN THE FURTHERANCE OF THESE 
REGULATIONS AND EFFECTUATE THE ABATEMENT OR CESSATION OF ANY 
VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER. 

(C) AFTER ENTERING A JUDGMENT OF RESPONSIBLE AND SETTING A CIVIL 
SANCTION AND FEES AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 8-6-9(A), THE CIVIL HEARING 
OFFICER MAY ORDER A COMPLIANCE HEARING AND SET A DATE FOR SUCH 
HEARING. UPON PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE AND/OR TESTIMONY BY THE 
CITY INSPECTOR AT THE COMPLIANCE HEARING THAT THE VIOLATION(S) 
SPECIFIED IN THE COMPLAINT HAS BEEN ABATED, THE CIVIL HEARING 
OFFICER MAY REDUCE ALL OR A PORTION OF THE CIVIL SANCTION 
COMMENSURATE WITH THE COST BORNE BY THE DEFENDANT TO ACHIEVE 
COMPLIANCE, OR THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER MAY VACATE THE PREVIOUS 
JUDGMENT AND DISMISS THE CITATION(S). IF, A MINIMUM OF 7 CALENDAR 
DAYS BEFORE A SCHEDULED COMPLIANCE HEARING, THE CIVIL HEARING 
OFFICER RECEIVES BOTH OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS, THEN THE CIVIL 
HEARING OFFICER MAY ISSUE WRITTEN ORDERS COMMENSURATE WITH THE 
AUTHORITY GIVEN IN THIS SECTION, TO REDUCE CIVIL SANCTIONS AND/OR 



VACATE THE RELATED JUDGMENT WITHOUT HOLDING THE SCHEDULED 
COMPLIANCE HEARING: 

1. A WRITTEN AND NOTARIZED CONFIRMATION FROM THE CITY 
INSPECTOR THAT THE VIOLATION HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY ABATED; 
AND, 

2. A WRITTEN AND NOTARIZED STATEMENT FROM THE DEFENDANT 
DESCRIBING THE ACTIONS TAKEN AND THE ITEMIZED COSTS BORNE TO 
ABATE THE VIOLATION. 

IF EITHER ITEM HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED BY THE CLERK OF THE CIVIL 
HEARING OFFICE 7 CALENDAR DAYS BEFORE, THEN THE COMPLIANCE 
HEARING SHALL TAKE PLACE AS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED. 

(D) THE 36 MONTH PROVISION OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
CALCULATED BY THE DATES THE VIOLATIONS WERE COMMITTED. THE 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY SHALL RECEIVE THE ENHANCED SANCTION UPON A 
FINDING OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER THAT 
WAS COMMITTED WITHIN 36 MONTHS OF THE COMMISSION OF ANOTHER 
VIOLATION FOR WHICH THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY WAS CONVICTED OR WAS 
OTHERWISE FOUND RESPONSIBLE, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE ORDER IN WHICH 
THE VIOLATIONS OCCURRED OR WHETHER THE PRIOR VIOLATION WAS 
CIVIL OR CRIMINAL. 

(E) EACH DAY IN WHICH A VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER CONTINUES OR THE 
FAILURE TO PERFORM ANY ACT OR DUTY REQUIRED BY THIS CHAPTER OR 
BY THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER CONTINUES SHALL CONSTITUTE A 
SEPARATE CIVIL OFFENSE. 

8-6-10: (RESERVED) 

8-6-11: HABITUAL OFFENDER: 

(A) A PERSON WHO COMMITS A VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER AFTER 
PREVIOUSLY HAVING BEEN FOUND RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMITTING CIVIL 
VIOLATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER ON 3 SEPARATE DATES AND WITHIN A 36 
MONTH PERIOD, WHETHER BY ADMISSION, BY PAYMENT OF THE FINE, BY 
DEFAULT,ORBY JUDGMENT AFTERHEARING,SHALLBEGUILTYOF ACLASS 
1 CRIMINAL MISDEMEANOR. THE MESA CITY PROSECUTOR IS AUTHORIZED 
TO FILE A CLASS 1 CRIMINAL MISDEMEANOR COMPLAINT IN THE MESA CITY 
COURT (COURT) AGAINST HABITUAL OFFENDERS. FOR PURPOSES OF 
CALCULATING THE 36 MONTH PERIOD UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH, THE DATES 
OF THE COMMISSION OF THE OFFENSES ARE THE DETERMINING FACTOR. 



(B) UPON CONVICTION OF A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION, THE COURT MAY 
IMPOSE A SENTENCE AUTHORIZED BY THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
FOR A CLASS 1 MISDEMEANOR, INCLUDING INCARCERATION NOT TO EXCEED 
6 MONTHS IN JAIL OR A FINE NOT TO EXCEED $2,500, EXCLUSIVE OF PENALTY 
ASSESSMENTS PRESCRIBED BYLAW, OR BOTH. THE COURT SHALL ORDER A 
PERSON WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION TO 
PAY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN $500 FOR EACH COUNT UPON WHICH A 
CONVICTION HAS BEEN OBTAINED AND BE PLACED ON PROBATION FOR UP 
TO 36 MONTHS. THE COURT MAY REDUCE SUCH FINES TO $250 FOR EACH 
COUNT UPON WHICH A CONVICTION HAS BEEN OBTAINED PROVIDED ALL 
VIOLATIONS HAVE BEEN ABATED AND THE SITE IS IN COMPLIANCE WITH ALL 
SECTIONS OF THIS CHAPTER WITHIN 90 DAYS OF SENTENCING. 

(C) EVERY ACTION OR PROCEEDING UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
COMMENCED AND PROSECUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAWS OF THE 
STATE OF ARIZONA RELATING TO CRIMINAL MISDEMEANORS AND THE 
ARIZONA RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 

8-6-12: FAILURE TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY: 

A PERSON WHO FAILS OR REFUSES TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF HIS 
IDENTITY TO A DULY AUTHORIZED AGENT OF THE CITY UPON REQUEST, WHEN 
SUCH AGENT HAS REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THE PERSON HAS 
COMMITTED A VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER, IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR. 
EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL CONSIST OF A PERSON'S 
FULL NAME, RESIDENCE ADDRESS, AND DATE OF BIRTH. 

8-6-13: ABATEMENT: 

(A) IN ADDITION TO OR IN LIEU OF FILING A CIVIL CITATION OR CRIMINAL 
COMPLAINT, THE CITY MAY SERVE A NOTICE TO ABATE ANY VIOLATION OF 
THIS CHAPTER. 

(B) THE NOTICE TO ABATE SHALL SET FORTH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION, 
(EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF AN IMMINENT HAZARD): 

1. THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY HAS 30 CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE SERVICE 
OF THE NOTICE TO ABATE OR CORRECT THE VIOLATION. 

2. IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPERTY IN VIOLATION BY STREET ADDRESS, 
IF KNOWN, AND IF UNKNOWN, THEN BY LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY OR BY THE MARICOPA COUNTY BOOK, MAP, AND PARCEL 



NUMBER. 

· 3. STATEMENT OF THE VIOLATION IN SUFFICIENT DETAIL TO ALLOW A 
REASONABLE PERSON TO IDENTIFY AND CORRECT THE VIOLATION(S). 

4. REINSPECTION DATE AND TIME. 

5. NAME, BUSINESS ADDRESS, AND BUSINESS PHONE NUMBER OF THE CITY 
INSPECTOR WHO ISSUED THE NOTICE TO ABATE. 

6. A STATEMENT INDICATING THAT IF THE VIOLATIONS ARE NOT 
CORRECTED WITHIN THE 30 CALENDAR DAY PERIOD, THE CITY MAY 
ABATE THE PROBLEM ITSELF OR BY PRIVATE CONTRACTOR, ASSESS THE 
OWNER FOR THE COST OF SUCH ABATEMENT, AND RECORD A LIEN ON 
THE PROPERTY FOR THE ASSESSMENT. 

7. HEARING PROCEDURES. 

8. STATEMENT INDICATING THAT THE 30 CALENDAR DAY NOTICE SET 
FORTH IN THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO EMERGENCY 
ABATEMENTS PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER. 

(C) IF THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY SERVED A NOTICE TO ABATE BY THE CITY 
PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER FAILS TO COMPLY WITH SUCH NOTICE; THE 
CITY MAY CORRECT OR ABATE THE CONDITIONS SUBJECT TO THE NOTICE IF 
THOSE CONDITIONS CONSTITUTE A HAZARD. IF THE CITY CORRECTS OR 
ABATES THOSE CONDITIONS, THE CITY MANAGER OR DESIGNEE MAY 
PREP ARE A VERIFIED STATEMENT AS TO THE ACTUAL COST OF CORRECTING 
OR ABATING THE VIOLATION, INCLUDING COSTS OF INSPECTION AND OTHER 
CITY -INCURRED COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH ABATING THE VIOLATION. THE 
STATEMENT SHALL BE SERVED PER THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL 
PROCEDURE TO THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY UPON WHICH THE NOTICE TO 
ABATE OR ORDER WAS SERVED. THAT STATEMENT SHALL FURTHER SET 
FORTH THE FOLLOWING: 

1. THAT THE STATEMENT OF COSTS IS AN ASSESSMENT UPON THE LOTS 
AND TRACTS OF LAND FROM WHICH THE CITY CORRECTED OR ABATED 
THE VIOLATION. 

2. THAT THE PARTY HAS 15 CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE DATE OF 
DELIVERY OR MAILING OF THE STATEMENT TO PAY. 

3. IN THE EVENT PAYMENT IS NOT RECEIVED IN 15 CALENDAR DAYS, THE 
CITY WILL PLACE A LIEN ON THE PROPERTY IN THE AMOUNT OF THE 
ASSESSMENT. 

4. APPEAL PROCEDURES. 



(D) THE NOTICE TO ABATE AND THE STATEMENT OF ABATEMENT COSTS SHALL 
BE SERVED PER THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE TO THE 
RESPONSIBLE PARTY. SERVICE IS DEEMED EFFECTIVE AND COMPLETE ON 
THE DATE IT IS RECEIVED BY THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY. 

8-6-14: REQUEST FOR ABATEMENT HEARING: 

THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY RECEIVING A NOTICE TO ABATE UNDER THIS 
CHAPTER OR A STATEMENT OF COSTS INCURRED BY THE CITY IN ABATING A 
HAZARD MAY APPEAL BY REQUESTING IN WRITING A HEARING AND BY SERVING 
SUCH A REQUEST TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY DEPARTMENT 
WITHIN 15 CALENDAR DAYS OF SERVICE OF THE NOTICE TO ABATE OR THE 
STATEMENT OF COSTS. THE HEARING SHALL BE HELD BEFORE THE CIVIL 
HEARING OFFICER AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER THE FILING OF THE 
REQUEST. AN APPEAL FROM FINAL JUDGMENTS OF THE CIVIL HEARING OFFICER 
MAY BE TAKEN PURSUANT TO THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR 
SPECIAL ACTIONS. IF NO WRITTEN AND TIMELY REQUEST FOR HEARING IS MADE 
UNDER THIS SECTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
DEPARTMENT, THEN THE NOTICE OF ABATEMENT OR STATEMENT OF COSTS IS 
FINAL AND BINDING. 

8-6-15: RECORDING AN ABATEMENT VIOLATION: 

THE NOTICE TO ABATE AND STATEMENT OF COSTS SHALL RUN WITH 
THE LAND. THE CITY, AT ITS SOLE OPTION, MAY RECORD A NOTICE TO ABATE OR 
STATEMENT OF COSTS WITH THE MARl COP A COUNTY RECORDER AND THEREBY 
CAUSE COMPLIANCE BY A PERSON THEREAFTER ACQUIRING SUCH PROPERTY. 
WHEN THE PROPERTY IS BROUGHT INTO COMPLIANCE, A SATISFACTION OF 
NOTICE TO ABATE SHALL BE FILED WITH THE MARICOPA COUNTY RECORDER. 

8-6-16: EMERGENCY ABATEMENT: 

(A) IF A SITUATION PRESENTS AN IMMINENT HAZARD, THE CITY MAY ISSUE A 
NOTICE TO ABATE DIRECTING THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY TO IMMEDIATELY 
TAKE SUCH ACTION AS IS APPROPRIATE TO CORRECT OR ABATE THE 
EMERGENCY DESCRIBED IN THE NOTICE. IN ADDITION, THE CITY MAY ACT 
IMMEDIATELY TO CORRECT OR ABATE THE EMERGENCY ITSELF OR MAY 
COMMENCE AN ACTION IN SUPERIOR COURT TO ENJOIN THE RESPONSIBLE 
PARTY TO ABATE THE IMMINENT HAZARD. IN THE EVENT THE CITY IS 
UNABLE TO CONTACT THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY DESPITE REASONABLE 
EFFORTS TO DO SO, IT IN NOWAY AFFECTS THE CITY'S RIGHT UNDER THIS 
SECTION TO CORRECT OR ABATE THE EMERGENCY ITSELF. 



(B) THE CITY MAY RECOVER ITS COSTS INCURRED IN ABATING AN IMMINENT 
HAZARD UNDER THIS SECTION IN THE SAME MANNER AS PROVIDED FOR IN 
SECTION 8-6-13(C). THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY MAY APPEAL THE CITY'S 
EMERGENCY ABATEMENT ACTION UNDER THIS SECTION OR THE CITY'S 
STATEMENT OF COSTS FOR AN EMERGENCY ABATEMENT IN THE SAME 
MANNER AS PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 8-6-14. 

8-6-17: SUSPENSION OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT OR LICENSE: 

ANY CONSTRUCTION PERMIT OR LICENSE ISSUED BY THE CITY WHICH 
AUTHORIZES WORK RESULTING IN AN ALLEGED VIOLATION OF ARTICLE I OF 
THIS CHAPTER MAY BE SUSPENDED PENDING ABATEMENT OF SAID VIOLATION OR 
FINAL RESOLUTION OF A CIVIL HEARING OF THE MATTER. 

8-6-18: SLUM PROPERTY 

(A) SLUM PROPERTY DESIGNATION: 

1. THE CITY MANAGER, OR DESIGNEE, IS AUTHORIZED TO DESIGNATE 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY AS A SLUM PROPERTY CONSISTENT 
WITH AND PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 33, CHAPTER 17, 
ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES. 

2. NOTICE OF SLUM PROPERTY DESIGNATION SHALL BE PROVIDED TO ALL 
OWNERS AND LIEN HOLDERS OF THE AFFECTED PROPERTY. SUCH 
NOTICE SHALL INFORM OF THE DESIGNATION, THE REASON OR 
REASONS FOR THE DESIGNATION, AND THE PROCEDURE TO APPEAL THE 
DESIGNATION. THE EFFECTIVE DATE AND MANNER OF SERVICE SHALL 
BE AS DESCRIBED IN THE ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE. 

3. THE CITY MAY RECORD THE NOTICE OF SLUM PROPERTY DESIGNATION 
WITH THE COUNTY RECORDER. A RECORDED NOTICE SHALL RUN WITH 
THE LAND. FAILURE TO RECORD A NOTICE SHALL NOT AFFECT THE 
VALIDITY OF THE NOTICE AS TO PERSONS WHO RECEIVE THE NOTICE. 

(B) ASSESSMENT AND LIENS: 

1. THE CITY MANAGER, OR DESIGNEE, IS AUTHORIZED TO IMPOSE CIVIL 
PENAL TIES, ASSESSMENTS AND LIENS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 
TITLE 33, CHAPTER 17, ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES. 

2. NOTICE OF CIVIL PENALTY, ASSESSMENT OR LIEN SHALL BE PROVIDED 
TO ALL OWNERS AND LIEN HOLDERS OF THE AFFECTED PROPERTY. 
SUCH NOTICE SHALL INFORM OF THE AMOUNT OF THE ASSESSMENT OR 



LIEN, THE REASON FOR THE ASSESSMENT OR LIEN, AND THE 
PROCEDURE TO APPEAL THE ASSESSMENT OR LIEN. THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE AND MANNER OF SERVICE SHALL BE AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
ARIZONA RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE. 

3. THE CITY MAY RECORD AN ASSESSMENT OR LIEN WITH THE COUNTY 
RECORDER OR THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. A RECORDED 
ASSESSMENT SHALL RUN WITH THE LAND. FAILURE TO RECORD AN 
ASSESSMENT OR LIEN SHALL NOT AFFECT THE VALIDITY OF THE 
ASSESSMENT OR LIEN AS TO PERSONS WHO HAVE NOTICE THEREOF. THE 
CITY SHALL RELEASE THE ASSESSMENT OR LIEN UPON RECEIPT OF 
PAYMENT. 

4. IN THE EVENT THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO ENFORCE AN ASSESSMENT OR 
LIEN BY SALE, THE SALE SHALL BE MADE FROM A JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE AND ORDER OF SALE. THE CITY SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO ENFORCE AN ASSESSMENT OR LIEN IN THE SUPERIOR COURT,AT ANY 
TIME AFTER RECORDING, BUT FAILURE TO ENFORCE AN ASSESSMENT 
OR LIEN SHALL NOT AFFECT ITS VALIDITY. THE RECORDED ASSESSMENT 
OR LIEN SHALL BE PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF THE TRUTH OF ALL 
MATTERS RECITED THEREIN, AND OF THE REGULARITY OF ALL 
PROCEEDINGS PRIOR TO THE RECORDING. PRIOR ASSESSMENTS OR 
LIENS FOR THE PURPOSES PROVIDED FOR IN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 
NOT BE A BAR TO SUBSEQUENT ASSESSMENTS OR LIENS, AND ANY 
NUMBER OF LIENS OR ASSESSMENTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY MAY BE 
ENFORCED IN THE SAME ACTION. 

(C) APPEALS: 

1. APPEALS FROM DESIGNATIONS AS A SLUM PROPERTY OR ASSESSMENTS 
BY THE CITY MANAGER OR DESIGNEE AS SET FORTH IN 8-6-18(A) AND (B) 
SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE OFFICE OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN SECTION 11-77-2 THE MESA CITY CODE. 
SAID APPEALS SHALL BE IN WRITING AND SHALL CONTAIN: 

(a) A HEADING IN THE WORDS: "BEFORE THE ZONING 
ADMINISTRATOR. .. " 

(b) A CAPTION READING: "APPEAL OF ... ," GIVING THE NAMES OF ALL 
APPELLANTS PARTICIPATING IN THE APPEAL. 

(c) A BRIEF STATEMENT SETTING FORTH THE LEGAL INTEREST OF 
EACH OF THE APPELLANTS IN THE BUILDING OR LAND INVOLVED 
IN THE NOTICE AND ORDER. 

(d) A BRIEF STATEMENT IN ORDINARY AND CONCISE LANGUAGE OF 
THE SPECIFIC ORDER OR ACTION PROTESTED, TOGETHER WITH 



ANY MATERIAL FACTS CLAIMED TO SUPPORT THE CONTENTIONS 
OF THE APPELLANT. 

(e) A BRIEF STATEMENT IN ORDINARY AND CONCISE LANGUAGE OF 
THE RELIEF SOUGHT AND THE REASONS WHY IT IS CLAIMED THE 
PROTESTED ORDER OR ACTION SHOULD BE REVERSED, MODIFIED, 
OR OTHERWISE SET ASIDE. 

(f) THE SIGNATURES OF ALL PARTIES NAMED AS APPELLANTS AND 
THEIR OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESSES. 

(g) THE VERIFICATION (BY DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF 
PERJURY) OF AT LEAST ONE APPELLANT AS TO THE TRUTH OF THE 
MATTERS STATED IN THE APPEAL. 

2. ALL APPLICATIONS SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY A FEE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY FEE SCHEDULE. 

3. THE APPEAL SHALL BE FILED WITHIN 30 CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE 
DATE OF THE SERVICE OF SUCH ORDER OR ACTION OF THE 
DESIGNATION OF A SLUM. 

4. APPEALS TO DECISIONS OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR MAY BE FILED 
WITH THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 11-
77-2 OF THE MESA CITY CODE. 

8-6-19: INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL RENTAL INSPECTION 

(A) THE CITY MAY CONDUCT INTERIOR INSPECTIONS OF INDIVIDUAL 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY IF AN EXTERIOR INSPECTION OF THE 
PROPERTY REVEALS OR IF THE PROPERTY IS FOUND TO HAVE ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 

1. CONDITIONS THAT MATERIALLY AFFECT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF 
THE OCCUPANTS (AS DEFINED IN SECTION B). 

2. A SIGNIFICANT LEVEL OF CRIME ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROPERTY. 

3. A DOCUMENTED HISTORY OF VIOLATIONS OF BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

4. THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY REPEATEDLY FAILS TO COMPLY WITH CODE 
ENFORCEMENT REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY THE CITY. 

5. THERE IS PROBABLE CAUSE THAT THE PROPERTY IS NOT IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

6. A COMPLAINT IS RECEIVED FROM, OR CONSENT FOR THE INSPECTION IS 



GIVEN BY, THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY. 

(B) FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, A CONDITION THAT MATERIALLY 
AFFECTS THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE OCCUPANTS OF A RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL PROPERTY INCLUDES ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

1. INADEQUATE SANITATION, VENTILATION OR SPACE REQUIREMENTS, 
INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING: 

(a) LACK OF OR ADEQUATE WATER CLOSETS, LAVATORIES, 
BATHTUBS OR SHOWERS. 

(b) LACK OF A REQUIRED KITCHEN SINK OR A KITCHEN SINK THAT 
COMPLIES WITH BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

(c) LACK OF HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER TO PLUMBING 
FIXTURES. 

(d) LACK OF ADEQUATE HEATING AND COOLING. 

(e) LACK OF OR IMPROPER OPERATION OF REQUIRED VENTILATING 
EQUIPMENT OR BROKEN OR MISSING WINDOWS OR DOORS THAT 
CREATE A HAZARDOUS CONDITION OR A POTENTIAL ATTRACTION 
TO TRESPASSERS. 

(f) LACK OF MINIMUM AMOUNTS OF NATURAL LIGHT AND 
VENTILATION AS REQUIRED BY BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

(g) INADEQUATE ROOM AND SPACE DIMENSIONS AS REQUIRED BY 
BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

(h) LACK OF REQUIRED ADEQUATE ELECTRICITY AND LIGHTING AS 
REQUIRED BY BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

(i) INFESTATION OF INSECTS, VERMIN OR RODENTS. 

G) LACK OF CONNECTION TO A SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM AS 
REQUIRED BY BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

(k) LACK OF ADEQUATE GARBAGE AND RUBBISH STORAGE AND 
REMOVAL FACILITIES. 

2. STRUCTURAL HAZARDS, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING: 

(a) SIGNIFICANTLY DETERIORATED OR INADEQUATE FOUNDATIONS 
OR FOUNDATION AREAS THAT ARE NOT PROVIDED WITH 
ADEQUATE DRAINAGE. 



(b) FLOORING OR FLOOR SUPPORTS OF INSUFFICIENT SIZE TO CARRY 
IMPOSED LOADS WITH SAFETY. 

(c) MEMBERS OF WALLS, PARTITIONS OR OTHER VERTICAL 
SUPPORTS THAT SPLIT, LEAN, LIST OR BUCKLE DUE TO DEFECTIVE 
MATERIAL OR DETERIORATION. 

(d) MEMBERS OF CEILINGS, ROOFS, CEILING AND ROOF SUPPORTS OR 
OTHER HORIZONTAL MEMBERS THAT SIGNIFICANTLY SAG, SPLIT 
OR BUCKLE DUE TO DEFECTIVE MATERIAL OR DETERIORATION. 

(e) FIREPLACES OR CHIMNEYS THAT LIST, BULGE OR SETTLE DUE TO 
DEFECTIVE MATERIAL OR DETERIORATION OR THAT ARE OF 
INSUFFICIENT SIZE OR STRENGTH TO CARRY IMPOSED LOADS 
WITH SAFETY. 

3. HAZARDOUS WIRING THAT DOES NOT CONFORM WITH BUILDING 
REGULATIONS OR THAT HAS NOT BEEN MAINTAINED IN GOOD 
CONDITION, OR BOTH, AND THAT IS NOT BEING USED IN A SAFE MANNER. 

4. HAZARDOUS PLUMBING THAT DOES NOT CONFORM WITH BUILDING 
REGULATIONS OR THAT HAS NOT BEEN MAINTAINED IN GOOD 
CONDITION, OR BOTH, AND THAT IS NOT FREE OF CROSS-CONNECTIONS 
AND BACKFLOW BETWEEN FIXTURES. 

5. HAZARDOUS MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT INCLUDING VENTS THAT DO NOT 
CONFORM WITH BUILDING REGULATIONS OR THAT HAVE NOT BEEN 
MAINTAINED IN GOOD AND SAFE CONDITION, OR BOTH, AND THAT ARE 
NOT WORKING PROPERLY. 

6. FAULTY WEATHER PROTECTION THAT MAY INCLUDE: 

(a) SIGNIFICANTLYDETERIORATED,CRUMBLINGORLOOSEPLASTER. 

(b) DETERIORATED OR INEFFECTIVE WATERPROOFING OF EXTERIOR 
WALLS, ROOF, FOUNDATIONS OR FLOORS, INCLUDING BROKEN 
WINDOWS OR DOORS. 

(c) DEFECTIVE OR LACK OF WEATHER PROTECTION FOR EXTERIOR 
WALL COVERINGS, INCLUDING LACK OF PAINT, OR WEATHERING 
DUE TO LACK OF PAINT OR OTHER APPROVED PROTECTIVE 
COVERING. 

(d) BROKEN, ROTTED, SPLIT OR BUCKLED EXTERIOR WALL 
COVERINGS OR ROOF COVERINGS. 

7. FIRE HAZARDS OR INADEQUATE FIRE PROTECTION, INCLUDING: 



(a) ANY BUILDING OR PORTION OF A BUILDING OR ANY DEVICE, 
APPARATUS, EQUIPMENT, COMBUSTIBLE WASTE OR VEGETATION 
THAT IS NOT IN COMPLIANCE WITH BUILDING AND FIRE CODES 
AND REGULATIONS AND THAT IS IN SUCH A CONDITION AS TO 
CAUSE A FIRE OR EXPLOSION OR TO PROVIDE A READY FUEL TO 
AUGMENT THE SPREAD AND INTENSITY OF A FIRE OR EXPLOSION 
ARISING FROM ANY CAUSE. 

(b) ANY BUILDING OR PORTION OF A BUILDING THAT IS NOT 
PROVIDED WITH FIRE-RESISTIVE CONSTRUCTION OR FIRE 
EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS OR EQUIPMENT REQUIRED BY BUILDING 
AND FIRE CODES AND REGULATIONS, EXCEPT THOSE BUILDINGS 
OR PORTIONS OF BUILDINGS THAT CONFORMED WITH ALL 
APPLICABLE BUILDING AND FIRE CODES AND REGULATIONS IN 
EFFECT AT THE TIME OF CONSTRUCTION AND THAT HAVE FIRE­
RESISTIVE INTEGRITY AND FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS OR 
EQUIPMENT THAT HAS BEEN ADEQUATELY MAINTAINED AND 
IMPROVED IN RELATION TO ANY INCREASE IN OCCUPANT LOAD, 
ALTERATION OR ADDITION, OR ANY CHANGE IN OCCUPANCY. 

(c) LACK OF ADEQUATE FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS AS REQUIRED BY 
BUILDING AND FIRE CODES AND REGULATIONS. 

8. FAULTY MATERIALS OR CONSTRUCTION THAT IS NOT SPECIFICALLY 
ALLOWED OR APPROVED BY BUILDING AND FIRE CODES AND 
REGULATIONS OR THAT HAS NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY MAINTAINED IN 
GOOD AND SAFE CONDITION. 

9. HAZARDOUS OR UNSANITARY PREMISES, INCLUDING THOSE PREMISES 
ON WHICH AN ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS, VEGETATION, REFUSE, DEAD 
ORGANIC MATTER, DEBRIS, GARBAGE, OFFAL, RODENT HARBORAGES, 
STAGNANT WATER, COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS AND SIMILAR 
MATERIALS OR CONDITIONS THAT CONSTITUTE FIRE, HEALTH OR 
SAFETY HAZARDS. 

10. INADEQUATE MAINTENANCE, INCLUDING ANY BUILDING OR PORTION OF 
A BUILDING THAT IS DETERMINED TO BE AN UNSAFE BUILDING IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH BUILDING AND FIRE CODES AND REGULATIONS. 

11. UNHEALTHY CONDITIONS, INCLUDING ANY CONDITION DEFINED IN 
BUILDING REGULATIONS THAT RESULTS IN THE FAILURE TO 
MAINTAIN MINIMUM STANDARDS OF SANITATION, HEALTH OR 
SAFETY OR THAT RENDERS AIR, FOOD OR DRINK THAT IS 
DETRIMENTAL TO HEALTH. 

12. INADEQUATE EXIT FACILITIES, INCLUDING: 



(a) ALL BUILDINGS OR PORTIONS OF A BUILDING THAT ARE NOT 
PROVIDED WITH EXIT FACILITIES AS REQUIRED BY BUILDING AND 
FIRE CODES AND REGULATIONS; OR 

(b) EXIT FACILITIES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN ADEQUATELY 
MAINTAINED; OR 

(c) EXIT FACILITIES THAT HAVE NOT INCREASED IN RELATION TO 
ANY INCREASE IN OCCUPANT LOAD, ALTERATION OR ADDITION, 
OR ANY CHANGE IN OCCUPANCY. 

13. IMPROPER OCCUPANCY, INCLUDING ALL BUILDINGS OR PORTIONS OF A 
BUILDING THAT ARE OCCUPIED FOR LIVING, SLEEPING, COOKING OR 
DINING PURPOSES AND THAT WERE NOT DESIGNED AND PERMITTED TO 
BE USED FOR SUCH OCCUPANCIES, OR THAT ARE OCCUPIED IN EXCESS 
OF THE MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY LOAD ALLOWED BY ANY APPLICABLE 
PROVISION OF BUILDING, FIRE AND ZONING CODES AND REGULATIONS 
OR STATE LAW. 

(C) BEFORE ENTRY INTO THE INTERIOR OF A RESIDENTIAL RENTAL PROPERTY, 
THE CITY SHALL OBTAIN CONSENT OF THE OWNER, MANAGING AGENT, OR 
OCCUPANT OR OBTAIN A WARRANT FOR ENTRY. 

(D) INTERIOR INSPECTIONS PERFORMED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
LIMITED TO ITEMS THAT CAN BE EASILY VIEWED AND SHALL NOT INCLUDE 
HIDDENHAZARDS,NOT ACCESSIBLEORREADILY ACCESSIBLE, THAT MAYBE 
IN THE INTERIOR OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE DWELLING UNIT (E.G., 
INSIDE OF WALLS OR CEILINGS OR UNDER FLOORS). 

(E) THIS SECTION DOES NOT LIMIT THE AUTHORITY OF THE CITY TO: 

1. PERFORM AN EXTERIOR INSPECTION OF ANY PROPERTY IN THE CITY AT 
ANYTIME. 

2. UPON RECEIPT OF A COMPLAINT OR CONSENT FROM THE OWNER OR 
OCCUPANT PERFORM AN INTERIOR INSPECTION OF ANY PROPERTY IN 
THE CITY'S JURISDICTION. 

3. PERFORM INTERIOR, EXTERIOR OR CONSTRUCTION JOB SITE 
INSPECTIONS OF NEW CONSTRUCTION BEFORE ISSUANCE OF A 
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY. 

4. PERFORM INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR INSPECTIONS OF ILLEGAL 
CONSTRUCTION THAT OCCURRED WITHOUT A REQUIRED BUILDING 
PERMIT. 

5. PERFORM AN INTERIOR INSPECTION OF ANY PROPERTY DURING AN 



EMERGENCY OR NATURAL DISASTER. 

6. PERFORM ANY OTHER INSPECTION AUTHORIZED BY OTHER PROVISIONS 
OF THE MESA CITY CODE. 

8-6-20: (RESERVED) 

Section 2: Adding Heading "Article IV" to Livestock and Large Animal Regulations. No changes 
to Sections 21 through 35. 

Section 3: 
adoption. 

EFFECTIVE DATE. The effective date ofthis Ordinance shall be 30 days after its 

Section 4: PRESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND DUTIES. The repealing provisions ofthis 
Ordinance do not affect the rights and duties that matured, penalties that were incurred, or 
proceedings that were begun before the effective date of the repeal. 

Section 5: SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsectirn, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of 
this Ordinance or any part of the material adopted herein by reference is for any reason held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Mesa, Maricopa County, Arizona, this 
241

h day of September, 2012. 

APPROVED: ~ 

Mayor 


