
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 

 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
December 8, 2021 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower-level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on December 8, 2021, at 5:15 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Jennifer Duff* 
Mark Freeman 
Francisco Heredia 
David Luna 
Julie Spilsbury 
Kevin Thompson 
 

  None Christopher Brady 
Dee Ann Mickelsen 
Jim Smith 
 
 

(*Vice Mayor Duff participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 
 

Mayor Giles conducted a roll call. 
 

1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the December 8, 2021, Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
  
Conflict of interest:  None 

 
Items removed from the consent agenda:  None 

 
In response to questions from Councilmember Luna regarding Item 6-d, (Authorizing the City 
Manager to enter into a Sixth Amendment to the Development Agreement, a First 
Amendment to the Amended and Restated Ground and Air Lease, and a First Amendment 
to the Amended and Restated License Agreement for the development commonly known 
as The GRID, a project on City-owned property, generally located at the southwest corner 
of Main Street and Pomeroy at 233 East Main Street and 34 South Pomeroy and granting 
an option to purchase the associated land and air rights. (District 4)), on the December 8, 

2021, Regular Council meeting agenda, City Attorney Jim Smith explained a letter had been 
received from an attorney representing an adjacent property owner to The GRID project. Mr. 
Smith summarized the letter which primarily focused on two claims; taking or trespassing of a 
fence or a few other items from The GRID and a similar allegation from an attached letter from 
approximately two years ago. He clarified since receiving the letter two years ago, no other 
correspondence has been received. He stated the claims regarding The GRID and the fence 
being on or off the property are a private property matter, which means the property owner would 
have to resolve the claims by litigation. He continued by stating the letter noted the current status 
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of the building is a nuisance and detracts from the property value, which led to the claimant 
requesting for both a delay in the project to consider other items or asking for the project to be 
completed earlier. (See Attachment 1) 

 
Downtown Transformation Manager Jeff McVay commented some elements of the letter claim 
Downtown Mesa was unaware of the efforts to move forward with The GRID project. He stated 
looking back at records of meetings there have been regular requests for updates from Caliber 
and has been made clear the City is continuing to work with the developer to find a resolution to 
the issue. He commented a delay would be counter to Caliber’s intended goal of project 
completion and the opening of Pomeroy Road as soon as possible. He shared the City met with 
representatives of Caliber and Tony Wall the developer for The GRID to find a reasonable solution 
to attempt to open Pomeroy Road or sections of the road early.  

 
Mr. McVay advised that staff recommended continuing to move forward with the project to 
complete as soon as possible. He shared it is in the developer’s best interest to move as fast as 
possible to complete The GRID project. He noted if there is a resolution to open Pomeroy Road 
sooner, it will be done. 

 
Councilmember Thompson expressed his concerns with Caliber and stated regardless of whether 
the project moves forward or not, it is prudent upon Caliber to ensure they can meet traffic flow 
patterns and work with the City without disrupting the traffic.    

 
2. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended.   
 

Mayor Giles –    MAG meeting – Regional Homeless Action Plan  
    Economic development luncheon event  

    
 Councilmember Freeman – Coffee with a Cop – Gilbert and McKellips 
 

Mayor Giles recognized Development Services Department Director Christine Zielonka for her 
service with the City of Mesa. 

 
3. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 

Monday, January 6, 2022, 5:15 p.m. – Study Session 
 
Monday, January 6, 2022, 5:45 p.m. – Regular Meeting  

 
4. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:39 p.m. 
 
 
 

    ____________________________________ 
JOHN GILES, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
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_______________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 8th day of December 2021. I further certify that the 
meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.  

 
 

    _______________________________ 
DEE ANN MICKELSEN, CITY CLERK 

 
jg 
(Attachments – 1) 
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