
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
June 2, 2025 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in the Study Session room at City Hall, 20 East Main Street, on 
June 2, 2025, at 5:15 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

Mark Freeman 
Scott Somers 
Rich Adams 
Jennifer Duff 
Alicia Goforth 
Francisco Heredia 
Julie Spilsbury 
 

  None  Scott Butler 
Holly Moseley 
Jim Smith 
 
 

Mayor Freeman conducted a roll call. 
 

1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the June 2, 2025, Regular and Special Council 
meeting. 

 
All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
 
Conflict of interest: None 

 
Items removed from the consent agenda: None 
 
Responding to a question from Vice Mayor Somers regarding agenda Item 9-a, (Public hearing 
on the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for fiscal years ending 2026-2030.), 
on the Regular Council meeting agenda, Office of Management and Budget Director Brian 
Ritschel reviewed the General Obligation (GO) and Utility Bond, identifying individual approval 
and separate debt obligations for each. He confirmed that the natural gas customers located 
outside of the city limits will also be subject to repayment of the Utility Bond debt.  
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Goforth, Mr. Ritschel verified that the proposed 
utility rate adjustment had been approved last year. 
 
Mayor Freeman pointed out that the GO bonds were approved by the voters by a healthy 
percentage and that the spending limits remain consistent and within City policy. 
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Responding to a question from Councilmember Spilsbury regarding agenda Item 8-a, (ZON24-
00708 "Park North Multi-Family" 5± acres located approximately 275 feet east of the 
northeast corner of South Power Road and East Guadalupe Road. Rezone from Limited 
Commercial with Planned Area Development Overlay (LC-PAD) to Limited Commercial with 
a new Planned Area Development Overlay (LC-PAD), Council Use Permit, and Site Plan 
Review for the development of a 120-unit multiple residence development. P & G Land 
Development LLC, owner; Chris Webb, Rose Law Group, applicant. (District 6)), on the 
Regular City Council meeting agenda, Principal Planner Evan Balmer provided an overview of 
the proposed development and displayed a PowerPoint presentation. (See Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Balmer identified that the request is for rezoning, a Council Use Permit (CUP), and a site plan 
review for a proposed 120-unit multifamily residential project. He gave a summary of the site’s 
location and noted that the area is designated as a neighborhood/suburban sub-type in the City’s 
2040 General Plan, elaborating on the characteristics associated with that land use designation. 
(See Pages 2 through 5 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Balmer reviewed both the existing and proposed zoning classifications, proposed site plan, 
and the landscape design. He pointed out that the landscape design was developed in partnership 
with the Maricopa County Flood Control District and the City of Mesa Parks and Recreation 
Department to improve the surrounding environment. (See Pages 6 through 17 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Balmer outlined the criteria for CUP approval of residential developments within commercial 
zones, referencing Sections 11-31-31(F) and 11-70-6(D) of the Mesa Zoning Ordinance (MZO). 
He recapped the community outreach and notification efforts conducted as part of the process. 
He concluded that the project meets the standards for the requested deviations and stated that 
both City staff and the Planning and Zoning Board support the proposal. He reviewed the 
stipulations included in the required development agreement. (See Pages 18 through 23 of 
Attachment 1) 
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Spilsbury, Mr. Balmer reported that the proposed 
plans meet the requirements for guest and overflow parking.    
 
Responding to a question from Councilmember Spilsbury regarding the traffic concern on 
Guadalupe Road, Interim City Transportation Director Erik Guderian confirmed that the traffic 
study indicated that Guadalupe Road was able to withstand additional traffic capacity and that the 
subject intersection is not currently identified as a safety issue and therefore does not require an 
emergency upgrade.  
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the project specifications.  
 
Mr. Balmer advised that the applicant will be available to answer additional questions during the 
upcoming Regular City Council meeting.   

 
 Mayor Freeman thanked staff for the presentation.   

  
2-a. Appointments to various boards and committees. 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Spilsbury, seconded by Vice Mayor Somers, that the Council 
concur with the Mayor’s recommendations and the appointments be confirmed. (See Attachment 
2) 
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Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Freeman–Somers–Adams–Duff–Goforth–Heredia–Spilsbury 
NAYS – None  
 

Carried unanimously. 
 

3. Acknowledge receipt of minutes of various boards and committees. 
 
 3-a. Design Review Board meeting held on April 8, 2025. 
 
 3-b. Library Advisory Board meeting held on March 18, 2025. 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Duff, seconded by Councilmember Adams, that receipt of the 
above-listed minutes be acknowledged. 
 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Freeman–Somers–Adams–Duff–Goforth–Heredia–Spilsbury 
NAYS – None 
 

Carried unanimously. 
 

4. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended. 
 

Mayor Freeman and Councilmembers highlighted the events, meetings, and conferences recently 
attended. 
 

5. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

City Manager Scott Butler stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30 a.m. – Cadence Community Facilities District Board 
 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30 a.m. – Eastmark Community Facilities District No. 1 Board 
 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30 a.m. – Eastmark Community Facilities District No. 2 Board 
 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 

 
6. Adjournment. 
 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 5:44 p.m. 
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ATTEST: 

HO·� 

MARKFREEMAN,MAYOR 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 2nd of June 2025. I further certify that the meeting was 
duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

sr 
(Attachment - 2) 
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Site Plan
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units
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ffice
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Parking spaces: 
•Required = 252 spaces
•Provided = 252 spaces 
 

(122 covered spaces)
8

Sara Robinson
Text Box
Study Session
June 2, 2025
Attachment 1
Page 8 of 35




Planned A
rea D

evelopm
ent

D
evelopm

ent Standard
M

ZO
 Required

PAD
 Proposed 

M
axim

um
 Building Height 

– M
ZO

 Table 11-6-3.A:
30 feet

38 feet

M
inim

um
 Setback along Property Lines to Building and Parking 

Areas – M
ZO
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 (East property line)

25 feet 
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 Table 11-33-3.A.4 and Section 11-33-

3(B)(1)(c)(ii):
- Arterial Streets  
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uadalupe Road)

 (N
orth property line)

1 tree and 6 shrubs per 25 linear 
feet of frontage

(886± feet of frontage = 36 trees 
and 213 shrubs total) 

4 non-deciduous trees and 20 
shrubs per 100 linear feet of 

adjacent property line
(885± feet of adjacent property line 

= 36 trees and 177 shrubs total) 

0 trees, 0 shrubs

0 trees and 194 shrubs14
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Foundation Base, Exterior W
alls w
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– M
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 Section 11-33-5(A)(1)(a)(i):

- Buildings larger than 10,000 square feet w
ith parking 

spaces that abut the foundation base
An additional foundation base shall 
be provided at the entrance to 
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plaza area shall have a m

inim
um

 
w

idth and depth of 20 feet, and a 
m

inim
um

 area of 900 square feet

A plaza area shall not be 
required adjacent to the 

east elevation of the 
Building 3 or the w

est 
elevation of Building 4 
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
The use is found to be in com

pliance w
ith the General Plan, Sub Area Plans and other 

recognized developm
ent plans or policies, and w

ill be com
patible w

ith surrounding uses; 
and


A finding that a plan of operation has been subm

itted, w
hich includes, but is not lim

ited 
to, acceptable evidence of com

pliance w
ith all zoning, building, and fire safety 

regulations; and


A finding that a "good neighbor policy" in narrative form

 has been subm
itted, w

hich 
includes, but is not lim

ited to, descriptions of acceptable m
easures to ensure ongoing 

com
patibility w

ith adjacent uses; including m
easures to assure that com

m
ercial activity 

w
ill rem

ain as a viable activity on this site; and 

Council U
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ercial Districts – M
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 Section 

11-31-31(F)

A
pproval C

riteria
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
Evidence that acceptable docum

entation is present dem
onstrating that the building or 

site proposed for the use is in, or w
ill be brought into, substantial conform

ance w
ith all 

current City developm
ent standards, including, but not lim

ited to, landscaping, parking, 
screen w

alls, signage, and design guidelines; and


The overall project conform

s to the intent and character of the zoning district and is part 
of a w

ell integrated m
ixed-use project.

Council U
se Perm
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ercial Districts - M
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 Section 

11-31-31(F) (cont’d)
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
Approval of the proposed project w

ill advance the goals and objectives of and is consistent 
w

ith the policies of the General Plan and any other applicable City plan and/or policies;


The location, size, design, and operating characteristics of the proposed project are 
consistent w

ith the purposes of the district w
here it is located and conform

 w
ith the 

General Plan and w
ith any other applicable City plan or policies;


The proposed project w

ill not be injurious or detrim
ental to the adjacent or surrounding 

properties in the area of the proposed project or im
provem

ents in the neighborhood or to 
the general w

elfare of the City; and


Adequate public services, public facilities and public infrastructure are available to serve 
the proposed project.

Review
 Criteria for a Council U

se Perm
it per M

ZO
 Section 11-70-6(D)

A
pproval C

riteria
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C
itizen Participation

•
N
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feet, HO
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•
In-person m

eetings w
ere held on M

arch 
24, 2024, and N
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ber 14, 2024.  

•
Received 43 em

ails in opposition to the 
project w

ith concerns about the use and 
traffic congestion.  

•
Tw

o em
ails in support of the project
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Findings


Com
plies w

ith the 2040 M
esa General Plan 


Com

plies w
ith Chapter 69 of the M

ZO
 for Site Plan Review


Com

plies w
ith Chapter 22 of the M

ZO
 for a PAD O

verlay


Com

plies w
ith criteria for CU

P for residential uses in com
m

ercial districts per 
Section 11-31-31(F) &

 criteria for CU
P per Section 11-70-6(D) of the M

ZO

Staff recom
m

ends A
pproval w

ith C
onditions

Planning and Zoning B
oard recom

m
ends A

pproval w
ith C

onditions (4-0)
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D
evelopm

ent A
greem

ent Sum
m

ary
The O

w
ner w

ill: 

•
Coordinate w

ith the Flood Control District of M
aricopa County on the installation and 

m
aintenance of landscaping and irrigation along Guadalupe Road

•
Install landscaping and connect irrigation to the existing system

 at M
onterey Park

•
Build a pedestrian pathw

ay from
 the property to M

onterey Park
•

N
otify future residents in each lease about possible noise or light intrusion from

 M
onterey 

Park
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Landscape Plan
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June 2, 2025 
 
TO:  CITY COUNCILMEMBERS 
  
FROM: MAYOR MARK FREEMAN 
  
SUBJECT: Appointments to Boards and Committees 
  
The following are my recommendations for reappointments to the City of Mesa Advisory 
Boards and Committees:  
 
Board of Adjustment – Seven-member board. 
 
Heath Reed, District 6. Mr. Reed is a project manager at Crown Castle LLC and a member 
of the America Planning Association. He earned a bachelor’s degree in urban planning 
from Arizona State University and a master’s degree in urban & regional planning from 
the University of Colorado, Denver. His second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
  
Building Board of Appeals– Nine-member board. 
 
Jerry Peterman, District 2. Mr. Peterman served in the US Navy and completed four tours 
in Vietnam. After 30 years with the Graham Fire Department, he retired as Line Captain. 
He also was a member of the Graham City Council and retired as Mayor. His second term 
will expire June 30, 2028.    
 
Tracy Dyches, District 5. Mr. Dyches is President and CEO of Dyches Property Service 
and was a designer of custom homes with G.W. Berry Builders. He fills the homebuilder 
position on the Building Board of Appeals. His second term will expire June 30, 2028.  
 
Design Review Board – Seven-member board. 
 
Ryan J. Circello, District 2. Mr. Circello has nearly 20 years’ experience as a professional 
civil engineer. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Portland, and his experience has been in design and construction in civil, water and 
wastewater industries. He completed a partial term 7/1/24 – 6/30/25, and his first term will 
expire June 30, 2028. 
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Economic Development Advisory Board – Nine-member board. 
 
Charles Gregory, District 5. Mr. Gregory previously served as president of Benedictine 
University. He also has extensive experience as an administrator in education and has 
consulted numerous high schools and colleges in their fundraising efforts, enrollment, and 
strategic initiatives. He earned a Master of Education from Cumberland University, a 
Bachelor of Science in Health and Physical Education from Austin Peay State University, 
and an Associate of Arts Degree from Cumberland College of Tennessee. He completed 
a partial term, and his first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Education and Workforce Development Roundtable – Seventeen-member board.  
 
Kristin Sorensen, District 2. Ms. Sorensen is a senior community and government 
relations specialist for The Boeing Company. She was also formerly the director of 
communications and community engagement for the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith 
and Family for the State of Arizona. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and 
Mass Communications from Arizona State University. She completed a partial term 
11/2/23 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
David Williams, Mr. Williams is Community Development Regional Manager, Southwest, 
at Meta. He earned a bachelor’s degree in government and economics from New Mexico 
State University and has extensive experience at the United States Senate. His second 
term will expire June 30, 2025. 
 
Historic Preservation Board – Seven-member board.  
 
Bruce Nelson, District 4. Mr. Nelson is an award-winning actor and filmmaker who has 
produced several historical documentaries and museum exhibits about Mesa. His films 
have been selected at the Phoenix Film Festival, Herberger Arts Film Festival, The 
Arizona Black Film Showcase and others. His second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Housing & Community Development Board – Eleven-member board. 
 
Monica R. Thompson, District 6. Ms. Thompson is a fifth and sixth grade innovation 
teacher with Mesa Public Schools. She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Psychology from Arizona State University, a teacher certification from Ottawa University, 
a Master of Education from Arizona State University, and an Associate of Applied Science  
in law enforcement technology from Rio Salado Community College. She completed a 
partial term 4/3/25 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
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Warren Williams, District 3. Mr. Williams is executive pastor at Redemption Church. He 
also has experience in operations management and earned a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from the State University of New York at Albany. He completed a partial 
term 8/17/23 – 6/30/25, and his first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Human Relations Advisory Board – Eleven-member board. 
 
William Campos, District 6. Mr. Campos is a senior digital strategist at Arizona Federal 
Credit Union. He earned a bachelor’s and master’s degree in marketing from the 
University of Texas at Dallas. His second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Nina Allred, District 2. Ms. Allred is the Community Outreach and Engagement Supervisor 
at Mesa Public Schools. She is a bilingual interpreter/translator and earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Latin American Studies from Brigham Young University. Her second term will 
expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Oscar White, District 1. Mr. White is a U.S. Marine Corps Veteran with a long career in 
operations management. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from 
California Polytechnical University. His second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Mary Redwing (Plomin), District 2. Ms. Redwing has personal experience with down 
syndrome and is a parent-advocate for those with disabilities. She has been an attorney 
and criminal prosecutor for more than 17 years and is currently the Deputy County 
Attorney in the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in History 
from Northwestern University and a Juris Doctor from the University of California at 
Hastings College of Law. She completed a partial term 8/22/24 – 6/30/25, and her first 
term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Jane W. Cooper, District 6.  Ms. Cooper has a background in nursing and community 
education and has over 30 years of experience in nursing in both rural areas and large 
cities. She holds several degrees including a Bachelor of Applied Science in Nursing and 
Master of Applied Science in Nursing, both from Governors State University, and is 
currently working toward a Doctorate of Nurse Practitioner from Bradley University. She 
completed a partial term 8/22/24 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
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Judicial Advisory Board – Seven-member board. 
 
Keith Berkshire, Esq., District 5. Mr. Berkshire has been an attorney for 16 years and has 
practiced at every level of Court. He owns Berkshire Law Office and has served on various 
committees with the State Bar of Arizona. He earned a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of Arizona and a Juris Doctor from the University of 
Houston Law Center. He completed a partial term 2/1/24 – 6/30/25, and his first term will 
expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Sonia Martinez, District 3. Ms. Martinez owns and operates Sonia Martinez Law. She was 
recommended by the State Bar of Arizona to be a member of the Judicial Advisory Board. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in political science/pre-law from California State 
University in Long Beach, CA and a Juris Doctor from Southwestern Law School in Los 
Angeles, CA. She completed a partial term 2/13/23 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire 
June 30, 2028. 
 
Library Advisory Board – Nine-member board. 
 
Kristin Ricklefs-Johnson, District 1. Dr. Ricklefs-Johnson is Director of Nutrition Science 
at GenoPalate. She earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Northern 
Iowa, a master’s degree in exercise and wellness from Kansas State University, and a 
PhD in physical activity, nutrition and wellness from Arizona State University. She 
completed a partial term 2/13/23 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
James Martherus, District 6. Dr. Martherus is a research scientist at Morning Consult in 
Mesa. He earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Brigham Young University 
in Provo, UT and both a master’s degree and PhD in political science from Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, TN. He completed a partial term 2/13/23 – 6/30/25, and his first 
term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Jo Wilson, District 1. Ms. Wilson is Strategic Partnership and Community Relations 
Director at Benedictine University – Mesa. She earned a bachelor’s degree in higher 
education from the University of Arizona and a master’s degree in higher education from 
Arizona State University. Her second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
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Karina Wilhelm, District 3. Ms. Wilhelm has been a library professional for 18 years and 
has held various roles at the ASU Library. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Art History from 
Arizona State University, a Master of Information Resources and Library Science from 
the University of Arizona, and a Bachelor of Arts in Geography from Arizona State 
University. She completed a partial term 10/17/24 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire 
June 30, 2028. 
 
Merit System Board – Three-member board.  
 
Tara Francois, District 6. Ms. Francois is vice president of Global Sales Engineering for 
Smartsheet. She has more than 25 years’ experience delivering software solutions to 
industries worldwide. Her second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Linée Ferguson, District 5. Ms. Ferguson owns Master the Workplace, LLC. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in computer information systems and a master’s degree in urban 
studies from Georgia State University. Her second term will expire June 30, 2028.  
 
Museum & Cultural Advisory Board – Eleven-member board. 
 
Claudia Bloom, District 5. Ms. Bloom is a professional musician who teaches and 
performs regularly. She is also the staff pianist and accompanist at Desert Palm UCC. 
She holds a Bachelor of Music in Piano Pedagogy from the University of Colorado 
Boulder. She completed a partial term 7/1/24 – 6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 
30, 2028. 
 
Angela Buer, District 3. Ms. Buer teaches art, art history, digital media and humanities as 
an adjunct professor for the Maricopa County Community College District. She earned 
bachelor’s degrees in fine arts and painting from Arizona State University and a master’s 
degree in art education from the University of Arizona. Her second term will expire June 
30, 2028. 
 
Parks & Recreation Board – Eleven-member board. 
 
Nina Fader, District 1. Ms. Fader is an e-learning counselor at Salvation Army Croc 
Center. She earned a bachelor’s degree in public administration from Grand Valley State 
University and a master’s degree in community resources and development from Arizona 
State University. Her second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
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Melanie Narish, District 2. Ms. Narish is a Senior Learning Designer at Arizona State 
University’s Center for Education Thought Exploration. She earned a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from the University of Nevada, Reno and a master’s degree in raptor biology 
from Boise State University. She completed a partial term 12/08/22 – 6/30/25, and her 
first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Planning & Zoning Board – Seven-member board. 
 
Jeff Pitcher, District 2. Mr. Pitcher is a transactional attorney and real estate director at 
Fennemore Craig P.C. He earned a bachelor’s degree and Juris Doctor from Brigham 
Young University. His second term will expire on June 30, 2028. 
 
Genessee Montes, District 6. Ms. Montes is principal of Jefferson Elementary School, and 
she facilitates the Hispanic Leadership Institute through Valle Del Sol. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education from New Mexico State University and a 
master’s degree in educational leadership from Northern Arizona University. Her second 
term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Self-Insurance Board of Trustees – Five-member board. 
 
Michael Schaiberger, District 5. Mr. Schaiberger was the Employee Health Benefits 
Director at Maricopa County. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Central Michigan 
University and a master’s degree in public administration from Arizona State University. 
His second term will expire June 30, 2028.  
 
Transportation Advisory Board – Eleven-member board. 
 
Dana Alvidrez, District 5. Ms. Alvidrez serves as a City Transportation Engineer for the 
City of Chandler. She is a registered professional engineer and professional traffic 
operations engineer with 20+ years of experience. She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Engineering (Civil) from Arizona State University and is currently working toward 
obtaining a Master’s in Public Administration. She completed a partial term 8/22/24 – 
6/30/25, and her first term will expire June 30, 2028. 
 
Tara Bingdazzo, District 3. Ms. Bingdazzo is Senior Director of Community Support 
Network at Solari, Inc. and oversees the 211 Arizona program, which includes 
transportation services. She earned a bachelor’s degree in social and cultural studies 
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Her second term will expire June 30, 2028. 
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