
  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             
 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
March 7, 2022 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower-level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on March 7, 2022, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Jennifer Duff 
Mark Freeman 
Francisco Heredia  
David Luna 
Julie Spilsbury* 
Kevin Thompson 
 

None Christopher Brady 
Holly Moseley 
Jim Smith 
 
 

(*Participated in the meeting through the use of video conference equipment.) 
 
Mayor John Giles conducted a roll call. 
 

1. Review and discuss items on the agenda for the March 7, 2022, Regular Council meeting. 
 

All of the items on the agenda were reviewed among Council and staff and the following was 
noted: 
  
Conflict of interest:  none 

 
Items removed from the consent agenda:  10-a 
 

2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide direction on the proposed use of American Rescue 
Plan Act funds for the Arts and Culture Educational Enrichment Program that will support 
programs of City's Arts and Culture venues engaging low-income pre-school and Title I early 
elementary students to be ready for school and motivated to learn, and to support Title I middle 
and high school-aged students in literacy and social and emotional well-being.  
 
Arts and Culture Director Cindy Ornstein displayed a PowerPoint presentation on the plans for 
the Arts and Culture American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. (See Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Ornstein explained there has been tremendous isolation and destruction from COVID that 
negatively impacted students and learning over the last couple of years. She expressed 
appreciation to Council for allocating $245,000 of ARPA funds to help bring programming to 
qualified students. She stated staff has worked with area schools to identify key needs and goals 
for the program which will focus on Pre-K readiness, early elementary literacy, and social and 
emotional health. (See Page 2 of Attachment 1) 
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Ms. Ornstein stated the areas that will be addressed are permitted within the federal funding 
requirements and aid high poverty areas for the early grades. She commented a major issue in 
early childhood education is literacy, and students who are proficient in reading by third grade will 
be much more successful in the rest of their academic career. She added currently only 37% of 
Mesa's third graders are reading at or above grade level. (See Page 4 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein provided an overview and project goals for the Pre-K program at the i.d.e.a. 
Museum. She explained the program is for early learners and their families living in qualified 
census tracts and provides scholarships to creative literacy programs specifically designed for 
this early learning age group by the educators at the i.d.e.a. Museum. She added the families 
who participate will also be provided a one-year free family membership to the museum. (See 
Pages 6 and 7 of Attachment 1) 

 
In response to a question from Councilmember Thompson regarding the source of non-ARPA 
funding, Ms. Ornstein explained those dollars will come from the existing Arts & Culture budget 
and grant funding.  

 
Ms. Ornstein presented performance reporting and stated staff would assess outcomes through 
parental surveys and feedback. (See Page 8 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein highlighted the program and project goals for first graders which is an Artful Tales 
experience. She indicated this is an existing program that has proven successful in school arts 
and literacy experiences. (See Pages 9 and 10 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein discussed performance reporting and said this feedback will come from teachers via 
surveys and will report the student’s level of interest and engagement, responsiveness to the 
post-visit materials, and retention of the specific learning. (See Page 11 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein provided an overview of the literacy program at the Arizona Museum of Natural 
History that will address first grade. She commented staff will adapt the Dino Explore More 
program to specifically meet the curriculum needs of first grade in a science and literacy program. 
(See Pages 13 through 15 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein highlighted the Middle School program at the Mesa Arts Center (MAC). She 
explained this is an underserved age group with far fewer programs. She stated the areas that 
will be addressed include social, emotional, and mental health, which are big concerns in the 
upper grades. She added focus in these areas are needed to combat the stresses and isolation 
directly resulting from COVID; however, even without COVID, this is an important development 
area for this age group. (See Page 17 of Attachment 1) 

 
In response to a question from Councilmember Thompson regarding a comparison between Mesa 
Public Schools (MPS) and other area school districts, Ms. Ornstein explained staff received the 
statistics from MPS due to the close partnership with the City; however, the program will be 
available to any qualifying district in the region that is served by the City.  

 
Ms. Ornstein continued with the presentation and provided statistics on MPS data outlining the 
number of students that were tested in the Panorama social emotional learning self-assessment 
and district means.  (See Page 18 of Attachment 1) 
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Ms. Ornstein highlighted the program and project goals at the Mesa Contemporary Art Museum 
(MCA) which would serve two Title 1 qualifying middle schools each year. She indicated this 
program is called portraits and self-portraits art for self-expression and understanding. (See 
Pages 20 and 21 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein provided information on the MAC engagement program utilizing Project Lit which 
has proven successful in the past. She explained this program is designed to ignite critical 
literacies in reading, writing, and oral presentation, as well as build skills for 21st century careers.  
(See Pages 23 and 24 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein presented the project goals stating the areas addressed are social and emotional 
health, self-awareness, self-management, belonging and engagement, relationship skills, and 
decision making. She commented decision making is an important piece as it teaches students 
how the choices they make lead to better results. (See Page 25 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein highlighted the existing self-assessment program that will be used to measure social 
and emotional learning and which students self-report at the beginning and end of the program. 
She commented on the teacher assessment that will report observations and data related to 
student behavior. (See Pages 26 and 27 of Attachment 1) 

 
Ms. Ornstein presented an overview of the project budget of $245,000 and the breakdown by 
program area. (See Page 29 of Attachment 1) 

 
In response to a question from Councilmember Luna regarding the selection process of middle 
schools, Ms. Ornstein explained the first step is to identify all middle schools that meet Title 1 
criteria and invite those schools to apply. She added staff will also talk to the school districts to 
obtain feedback on which schools would benefit the most.  

 
Responding to Mayor Giles, Ms. Ornstein indicated schools qualify based on census tracts or 
whether they meet Title 1 standards. She clarified the statistic used to qualify a school is the 
percentage of students on the free and reduced lunch program. 
 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
3. Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended. 

  
Councilmember Luna –  Reading at Taft Elementary School 
     
Vice Mayor Duff –  Emerson Elementary with Chicanos por la Causa – gifting laptops  

Eagles Community Center - Lowell Elementary 65th anniversary  
Pioneer Park Masked Alive Festival – cultural event 

 
Councilmember Freeman –  Lehi Days Rodeo 

 
 
4. Scheduling of meetings. 
 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 
 

Thursday, March 10, 2022, 7:30 a.m. – Study Session 
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5. Adjournment. 
 
 Without objection the City Council study session adjourned at 5:37 p.m. 
 
 
 

    ____________________________________ 
JOHN GILES, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 7th day of March 2022. I further certify that the meeting 
was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.  

 
 

    _______________________________ 
HOLLY MOSELEY, CITY CLERK 

lr/dm 
(Attachments – 1) 
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 -FY22/23, FY23/24

Age Served
Total

i.d.e.a. M
useum

 -Pre-K Program
Pre-school
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1st Grade
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H -Dino "Explore M
ore" Program

1st Grade
$67,100 

M
CAM

 -Seeing and Being Seen Portraits Program
M

iddle School
$52,000 

M
AC -Project Lit Program
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iddle School

$60,000 

Total
$245,000 
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Literacy and Readiness Stats
•

38%
 of M

esa kindergartners are ready to learn vs. 49%
 nationally.

•
In 2022, 39%

 of Arizona 3-and 4-year-olds are enrolled in preschool. 

•
35%

 of Arizona 3rd grade students scored Proficient or H
ighly Proficient on the 2021 

AzM
2 3rd grade English language arts assessm

ent.

•
2019 D

ata from
 The N

ation’s Report Card found 34%
 of 4

thgrade students w
ere proficient 

in reading, Arizona 4
thgraders w

ere 31%
 proficient. 

•
Read O

n Arizona gave 26 M
esa Public Schools a grade of C and low

er based on 2019 AZ 
M

erit assessm
ent results. 

•
The Arizona D

epartm
ent of Education found that students w

ho don’t read proficiently by 
third grade are four tim

es m
ore likely to drop out of high school, and that 90 percent of 

high school dropouts struggled w
ith reading in third grade.
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