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High School 
Outcome 
Module
• A resource to facilitate 

conversations about 
high school graduation 
and college going.

• It shows community 
characteristics, factors 
that impact school 
outcomes, graduation 
and college going, and 
then goal setting for 
improvement.



Mesa 
& Its 
High 
Schools



Mesa is a well educated community, but 70,000 adults have a HS degree or less.
More than 6 in 10 adults are white, but the Mesa School District is more non-white than white.
Households are about 36% low income (LT $40K), 42% middle class ($40-100K) and 22% upper income.



The state’s goal is 60% have a degree or certificate, 35% of Mesa adults have a degree.
Since 1990, adults with degrees is up 7%, less than high school is -4%, HS only -2%, some college -1%.
Major industries are a mix of high paying, middle class and low paying industries.



Mesa has more children under 5 in poverty than the US or AZ average, but it is not far above average.
Mesa has many more households moving than typical census tracts.
Mesa has more adults without health insurance than the state or nation.

• The shaded area is Mesa.
• The graph represents how Mesa compares to 

all other census tracts in the country.
• The lower the number, the more positive the 

indicator is.
• The blue vertical line is the AZ average, red is 

the US average.



There is a relationship between poverty and college going, but there are high performing schools.
Many schools FAFSA completion rate was lower than the college going rate, but 100% at Basis had a FAFSA.

Pre-pandemic 2018 
data, districts have more 
recent data, but it is not 
public yet.



Two schools meet the goals of 90% graduate on time and 70% go to college (ASU Prep, Basis).
A couple of others meet the 90% grad goal, but most are still working toward these goals.
Chronic absenteeism (15+ days absent) is an issue for many schools.



This shows what would happen if we increased college going by 20%.
If we hit the 70% target, those 1,401 more students would make $441 million more in lifetime earnings 
and the government would collect 145 million more to invest in our communities.



Latest Outcome 
Data

High School Graduation Rates: 2020;
All seniors, Hispanic seniors, White 
seniors

College Going: 2019 and 2020 not 
yet released by the Board of Regents

District Subgroup

Percent 
Graduated in 4 

Years

Gilbert Unified District All 91.20

Higley Unified School District All 96.6

Mesa Unified District All 78.6

Queen Creek Unified District All 94.8

J O Combs Unified School District All 86.4

Gilbert Unified District Hispanic or Latino 87.2

Higley Unified School District Hispanic or Latino 97.5

Mesa Unified District Hispanic or Latino 73.4

Queen Creek Unified District Hispanic or Latino 90.2

J O Combs Unified School District Hispanic or Latino 80.9

Gilbert Unified District White 92.7

Higley Unified School District White 96.6

Mesa Unified District White 85

Queen Creek Unified District White 96.4

J O Combs Unified School District White 90.3



Sources
• US Census 2018 American Community Survey

• EPA data for 2018

• 2018 college going data from ABOR

•2018 graduation and poverty data from ADE

•2018 suspension and absence rates from Civil Rights Data Collection 2017-18

•FAFSA completion from USDOE

•Income and tax generation estimates based on Arizona data in 2016, study produced for the 
College Access Network



Contact info
•Joseph.oreilly@asu.edu

•602.320.6087
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