
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 
February 24, 2025 
 
The Community and Cultural Development Committee of the City of Mesa met in the Study Session 
room at City Hall, 20 East Main Street, on February 24, 2025, at 3:32 p.m.  
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT COMMITTEE ABSENT STAFF PRESENT 
   
Julie Spilsbury, Chairperson 
Jennifer Duff 
Scott Somers 

None Candace Cannistraro 
Holly Moseley 
Lauren Lowe 

 
Chairperson Spilsbury conducted a roll call. 
 

1. Items from citizens present. 
  
 There were no items from citizens present. 
 
2-a. Hear a presentation, discuss, and provide funding recommendations for the FY 2025/2026 and 

prior years' available funding for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME 
Investment Partnerships (HOME), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and Human Services 
Programs. 

 
 Deputy City Manager Candace Cannistraro explained that the annual funding process allocates 

federal and local funds and stated that the City of Mesa (COM) is expected to receive 
approximately the same amount that was received last year. She confirmed that if the amount of 
the grant funding is significantly different, staff will come back to the Committee to discuss how 
to distribute the funds. 

 
Housing and Community Development Director Michelle Albanese introduced Housing and 
Community Development Administrator Justin Boyd and displayed a PowerPoint presentation. 
(See Attachment 1) 
 
Ms. Albanese highlighted the strategic priorities set by the Council and confirmed that the 
projects that were selected align with all the priorities. She shared information about the Mesa 
Housing Path program and pointed out that a significant portion of the federal and local funds 
are utilized through this program to address homelessness in Mesa. She provided a timeline for 
the funding process and described the next steps. (See Pages 2 through 4 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Albanese addressed the improvements made to the funding process over the past year and 
highlighted the new scoring tool and criteria for staff to consider when reviewing the 
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applications. She provided a summary of the application review process. (See Pages 5 through 
7 of Attachment 1)  
 
In response to a question from Chairperson Spilsbury, Ms. Albanese confirmed that the COM is 
considered an entitlement community, which has made it easier to request and to receive grant 
funds. She confirmed that some cities choose to keep the grant funds to support their own 
homeless programs.  
 
Ms. Albanese reported the Fiscal Year (FY) 25/26 estimated amounts to be allocated for the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Home Investment Partnership (HOME), 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and the Human Services programs. She provided the 
requested amount for grant funds received versus the available funding allocations for the 
programs. (See Pages 8 through 10 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Albanese outlined the CDBG public and non-public services, HOME, ESG, and Human 
Services/ABC programs that are recommended to receive allocated funds and the 
recommended award for each program. (See Pages 11 through 16 of Attachment 1)  
 
Responding to a question from Chairperson Spilsbury, Ms. Albanese confirmed that the funds to 
be allocated must be used to serve the COM citizens only and explained the method used for 
verification. 
  
Chairperson Spilsbury indicated that with the improvements and new scoring tools, she believes 
that the funding process is fair. She thanked staff for implementing changes based on feedback 
and providing agencies with opportunities to receive assistance with applications, presentations, 
and advice on the application process. She requested that staff provide the full Council with the 
list of agencies that requested and were not approved. 
 
Ms. Albanese reviewed the next steps and stated that the funding recommendations would be 
submitted to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) by May 15, 2025. (See 
Page 17 of Attachment 1) 
 
Chairperson Spilsbury thanked staff for the presentation. 
 
It was moved by Committeemember Somers, seconded by Committeemember Duff, that the FY 
2025/2026 and prior years’ available funding recommendations for the CDBG, HOME, ESG, 
and Human Services programs be forwarded to full Council.   
 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed:  
 
AYES – Spilsbury–Duff–Somers 
NAYS – None 
 

Carried unanimously. 
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3. Adjournment.

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Community 
and Cultural Development Committee meeting of the City of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 24th day of 
February 2025. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

sr 
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