
 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK             

 
 

COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 
May 23, 2024 
 
The City Council of the City of Mesa met in a Study Session in the lower-level meeting room of the Council 
Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on May 23, 2024, at 7:30 a.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT 
 

COUNCIL ABSENT OFFICERS PRESENT 

John Giles 
Francisco Heredia 
Jennifer Duff 
Mark Freeman 
Alicia Goforth* 
Scott Somers 
Julie Spilsbury 

  None  Christopher Brady 
Holly Moseley 
Jim Smith 
 
 

 
(Mayor Giles excused Councilmember Goforth from the beginning of the meeting; she joined the 
meeting through the use of video conference equipment at 8:36 a.m. and arrived in-person at 
8:56 a.m.)  
 
Mayor Giles conducted a roll call. 
 

1-a. Hear a presentation and discuss heat relief data and the City's anticipated heat relief response 
for Summer 2024. 

  
 Community Services Deputy Director Lindsey Balinkie introduced Emergency Manager Robert 

Campa and Chief Data Officer of Data and Performance Management Evan Allred and displayed 
a PowerPoint presentation. (See Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Balinkie provided updated heat-related death data received from Maricopa County which was 
broken down by city. She revealed that of the 645 people who died last year from heat-related 
deaths, 51 of them were in Mesa. She reported the statistics of heat-related deaths by age and 
housing status, deaths occurring outdoor and indoor, indoor deaths due to air conditioning status, 
and heat-related deaths due to substance abuse. (See Pages 2 through 6 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Balinkie displayed maps by census tract, indicating the areas where the indoor heat-related 
deaths occurred for the period 2020-2023 and noting that there were 53 total indoor deaths. She 
explained that the areas with the highest number of deaths are highlighted on the maps and 
described how the data has assisted with the outreach efforts. She stated that door-to-door 
outreach is being conducted by volunteers to make sure that citizens know about the services 
that are provided by the City. She confirmed that some of the higher risk areas are in the county 
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but that these citizens are still being provided assistance. (See Pages 7 through 9 of Attachment 
1) 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the heat relief center hours, current locations, and additional 
location options.  
 
Mr. Campa supplied data which showed the number of heat-related calls that the Mesa Fire & 
Medical Department (MFMD) received during the years 2019-2023, pointing out that 90% of the 
calls were received between 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. He pointed out that the low demand may be 
the reason that there is not an overnight shelter. He explained details of the changes that are 
being made to the Heat Relief Network and the collaboration and partnerships that are involved 
in the efforts. (See Pages 10 and 11 of Attachment 1) 
 
Mr. Campa summarized the data that was collected with the new Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) tracking system and provided details on ways the callers are directed to services and 
assistance that might be beneficial. (See Page 12 of Attachment 1)  
 
Ms. Balinkie gave an overview of services that were added to the 2024 Heat Relief Network and 
confirmed that the services provided are ongoing and in collaboration with many different 
agencies. (See Pages 13 and 14 of Attachment 1)  

 
In response to a question from Councilmember Duff, Ms. Balinkie provided the definitions of 
respite and cooling centers and gave the details about the different sites and what is provided at 
each, as well as the hours of service. She added that additional information can be found at 
mesaaz.gov/summer health.  
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the programs, partnerships, and how to break down the 
barriers to get citizens what they need to survive the heat crisis. 

 
Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 

 
1-b. Hear a presentation, discuss, and receive an update on public outreach results for, and provide 

direction on, the proposed 2024 General Obligation Bonds. 
 
 Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities Director Andrea Moore explained that the 

presentation is a continuation from the Study Session held May 20, 2024, and displayed a 
PowerPoint presentation. (See Attachment 2)  

 
Ms. Moore gave an overview of the proposed project which will be considered the Northeast 
Regional Trail System and provided details about the parks and trailheads. She described the 
beginning and ending points of the trail and the details about the property where the trail will be 
located. (See Page 17 of Attachment 2) 
 
Responding to a question from Mayor Giles, Ms. Moore confirmed the trail lengths in miles which 
will create a tremendous bike and pedestrian connection for East Mesa. 
 
City Engineer Beth Huning introduced i.d.e.a. Museum Administrator Jarrad Bittner and explained 
that cultural and education opportunities are part of the proposed bond requests. (See Page 18 
of Attachment 2) 
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Mr. Bittner provided the history of the i.d.e.a Museum renovation project that began with planning 
10 years ago and outlined the details of the progress of the project to date. He confirmed that a 
phased construction approach was adopted and stated that the second phase of the project is set 
to be completed this fall. He reported that the i.d.e.a Museum Foundation had been fundraising 
to support this project, noting that it has been very successful, and he confirmed that multiple 
private contributions have also been received. He gave an outline of the future objectives for the 
renovation project that is to be funded by the proposed bond funds. (See Pages 19 and 20 of 
Attachment 2)   
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Spilsbury, Mr. Bittner explained that the Museum 
is working on limiting closures during construction, especially during the summer. He confirmed 
that the children’s summer camp will not be affected by the closures.  
 
Downtown Transformation Manager Jeff McVay provided a brief history of the Sirrine House 
Historic Preservation project. He explained that the project had progressed in a phased approach, 
but staff are requesting approval to take the project forward using the proposed bond funds to 
complete the entire concept. (See Page 21 of Attachment 2) 
  
In response to a request from City Manager Christopher Brady, Mr. McVay highlighted the space 
elements. He discussed the potential for an urban farm, noting interest from a local farmer to 
operate a garden and farm stand at the location, as well as the possibilities to host food trucks 
and other pop-up events.  
 
Responding to a question from Councilmember Spilsbury, Mr. McVay explained that the property 
will operate with a park concept featuring trees and picnic tables with the same security seen in 
other parks. He noted that the farm portion of the land will be secured and fenced because the 
produce is being grown to be sold.  
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding the renovations, costs, and the project details.  
 
Ms. Huning provided an overview of the proposed projects for the Active Lifestyles and Cultural 
and Community Safety projects, stating the combined request is for $254.2 million. (See Pages 
22 and 23 of Attachment 2) 
 
Finance Director Irma Ashworth supplied information about the possible impact this bond would 
have on the citizens and explained how the bonds are issued. She acknowledged the requirement 
to provide the financial impact information in the voter packet and gave details of the estimated 
calculations for the different property values. (See Page 24 of Attachment 2) 
 
Mr. Brady added that the values shown are from a few years ago and the numbers will be updated 
annually based on Maricopa County taxable value.  
 

 Additional discussion ensued regarding the proposed bond amounts.  
 
Mr. Brady advised that if the bonds are approved, then staff would return to Council to discuss a 
six-year program of projects to be scheduled and funded by approval from Council. He stated that 
debt may only be issued for the projects scheduled each year. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

Discussion ensued regarding the Northeast Regional Trail System and the connectivity to other 
parks. 

Mr. Brady announced that the call for the election is scheduled for the June 3, 2024, Regular 
Council meeting which will also include two bond questions. 

Mayor Giles reminded Council this is now a political campaign and to be conscious about what is 
being said in meetings to avoid influencing the votes. He confirmed the importance of sharing 
information appropriately outside of the Council meetings. 

Mr. Brady verified that an educational publicity pamphlet with details about the election will be 
provided to assist with educating the voters. 

Mayor Giles thanked staff for the presentation. 

Current events summary including meetings and conferences attended. 

Mayor Giles and Councilmembers highlighted the events, meetings and conferences recently 
attended. 

Scheduling of meetings. 

City Manager Christopher Brady stated that the schedule of meetings is as follows: 

Thursday, May 30, 2024, 7:30 a.m. -Study Session 

Adjournment. 

Without objection, the Study Session adjourned at 9:33 a.m. 

~IL~R 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Study Session 
of the City Council of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 23rd day of May 2024. I further certify that the meeting 
was duly called and held and that a quorum was present. 

sr 
(Attachments - 2) 
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Heat Related Deaths by Age and Housing Status 2020-2023
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Indoor Heat Related Deaths by Census Tract
By census tract over four-year period 2020-2023, 53 indoor deaths.
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utdoor Heat Related Deaths

By census tract over four-year period, 90 outdoor deaths.
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By census tract over four-year period, 44 outdoor unhoused deaths.  
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Heat Related Deaths Rate Per 100k
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Safe Streets for All
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$ 2.75M


Fiber N

etw
ork 

 
 

 
 

 
 

$      4 M
 

Fire Apparatus 
 

 
 

 
 

 
$    20 M


Safe Streets for All 

 
 

 
 

 
$      7 M

 
 

TO
TAL 

 
 

 
 

 
$ 88.75 M
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Active Lifestyle Projects
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2024 Bond 
Authorization
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$69
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* M
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ited Property Values – Taxable Value not Sales Value 
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