
    
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 

 
SUSTAINABILITY AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
September 19, 2024 
 
The Sustainability and Transportation Committee of the City of Mesa met in the lower-level meeting 
room of the Council Chambers, 57 East 1st Street, on September 19, 2024, at 9:59 a.m. 
   
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT 

 
COMMITTEE ABSENT 

 
STAFF PRESENT 

   
Alicia Goforth, Chairperson None Candace Cannistraro 
Francisco Heredia 
Jennifer Duff 
 

 Holly Moseley 
Jack Vincent 
 

 
Chairperson Goforth conducted a roll call.  

 
1. Items from citizens present. 
  

There were no items from citizens present. 
 

2-a.  Hear a presentation, discuss, and receive an update on the Transportation Master Plan. 
 
 Assistant Transportation Director Erik Guderian introduced Senior Transportation Engineer 

Mark Venti and displayed a Power Point presentation. (Attachment 1) 
   
 Mr. Guderian reported on the progress that staff and the consultant, Kittleson & Associates, Inc., 

have made on the project and provided an overview of proposed changes to the draft 
Transportation Master Plan (TMP). He noted that an executive summary was developed and 
would go to Council for review in the next week. (See Pages 2 and 3 of Attachment 1) 

 
 Mr. Venti gave an overview of Phase III of the project which included posting a draft TMP on the 

City website for review and extensive public outreach. He said that the draft plan was revised 
based on the comments and feedback received. (See Page 4 of Attachment 1) 

 
 Mr. Venti explained that the updated elements of the TMP include Complete Networks, Travel 

Sheds, Street Typologies, and Corridors of Opportunity. He defined each element and 
described the logic behind each. (See Pages 5 through 9 of Attachment 1) 

 
 Mr. Guderian reiterated that the TMP is used to help define projects over the next 10 years and 

identified the parts of the plan that are utilized when deciding on how to proceed such as 
prioritized needs, public comments and feedback, and a progress checklist. He explained how 
the roadway improvement needs are prioritized based on short-, mid- and long-term needs. He 
confirmed that breaking them out by travel mode assists with funding initiatives, as well as the 
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Capital Improvement Project (CIP) process. (See Pages 10 and 11 of Attachment 1) 
 

Mr. Guderian provided a map used to identify areas of concern based on data received from 
public feedback. He said that the map assists staff with understanding the citywide priorities. 
(See Page 12 of Attachment 1) 

 
Mr. Guderian highlighted the TMP progress checklist used to track and evaluate the progress 
for each of the five goals, which includes a list of actions to be accomplished over 10 years. He 
commented that all not all actions listed in the TMP could be executed, and staff would come to 
Council for direction on an annual basis. He stressed the importance of the TMP noting that 
staff uses the plan daily to determine how to proceed with a variety of projects. (See Page 13 
and 14 of Attachment 1) 
 
Committeemember Duff suggested the Safety First performance measure that states, “not to 
exceed previous year number of fatalities per capita” be changed to “less than the previous year 
number of fatalities per capita.”  
 
Committeemember Heredia voiced his interest in utilizing transportation technology to promote 
placemaking, as well as provide connectivity options to help direct people to places in Mesa and 
not to another city.  

 
Transportation Department Director RJ Zeder pointed out that staff is currently developing the 
Comprehensive Safety Action Plan with the goal to reduce serious and fatal accidents by at 
least 30% by 2030. He reiterated that the concurrent work being done will identify areas with 
safety concerns and provide concepts and ideas to improve roadway safety. 
 
Responding to a question from Committeemember Duff, Mr. Zeder confirmed that project delays 
happen for a combination of reasons and capital projects are reviewed monthly to ensure the 
projects move ahead in a timely manner. He acknowledged the timeline for funding projects that 
utilize grants and explained the process for utilizing federal funds.  
 
Mr. Guderian reiterated that the current reason for project delays is related to high material 
costs, utility coordination, and complex interdepartmental coordination. He pointed out that the 
City receives an annual grant that allows completion of smaller safety projects which do not 
receive as much recognition.  
 
Assistant City Manager Candace Cannistraro recalled the addition of the in-house concrete 
crew which has expedited the completion of smaller safety projects.  
 
Additional discussion ensued regarding how projects are prioritized, traffic safety, and the 
balance of multimodal transportation.  
  

 In response to a question from Chairperson Goforth, Vamshi Yellisetti, Kittleson & Associates 
senior principal planner, provided details about how the walking and biking access areas were 
identified and confirmed that the map identifies gaps to complete the multimodal network. 

  
 Mr. Guderian clarified that the TMP outlines a snapshot in time to identify the needs, but the 

projects are not prioritized in the plan. He confirmed that if a road improvement project is 
approved, bike and pedestrian improvements will also be made.  
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3. 

Chairperson Goforth thanked staff for the presentation. 

Adjournment. 

Without objection, the Sustainability and Transportation Committee meeting adjourned at 11 :02 
a.m.

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the 
Sustainability and Transportation Committee meeting of Mesa, Arizona, held on the 19th day of 
September 2024. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 
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